
 
 
 
 
 
Nahanni National Park Reserve  
Southwest Northwest Territories Field Unit  
10002 100 Street  
Fort Simpson, NT  
X0E 0N0 
 
June 18th, 2022 
 
To: Distribution List 
 
Re: Notification of Commencement of Preliminary Screening of Summit Mountain Guides in Nahanni 
National Park Reserve 
 
In accordance with the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, Parks Canada will be conducting a 
preliminary screening of Summit Mountain Guides in Nahanni National Park Reserve. Pursuant to Item 
16, Schedule 1 of the Preliminary Screening Requirement Regulations, a Parks Canada business licence 
must undergo a preliminary screening. Attached is a description of the proposal. Please note this 
proposal is the same as one approved in 2018.  
 
Please note that outfitters are responsible for ensuring their employees and clients are following Protect 
NWT guidelines, and adhering to all Chief Public Health Officer’s directions and orders as they may 
occur.  
 
If you have any comments on this proposal, please submit them to Alex Heathcote 
(alexandra.heathcote@pc.gc.ca) by July 8th, 2022. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
 
Alex Heathcote 
 
A/Ecologist Team Lead, Nahanni National Park Reserve  
Parks Canada  
Phone: (867) 695-1667 
Email: alexandra.heathcote@pc.gc.ca 
 



 

 

 

1 
 

DEVELOPMENT TITLE: Summit Mountain Guides, Cirque of the Unclimbables Trip Proposal  
 
PROPONENT:  

David Lussier 
Summit Mountain Guides 
1106 Hall Mines Road 
Nelson, BC 
V1L 1G6 
(250) 354-9028 
summitmountainguides@gmail.com 
 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT DATE: 14 days between August 2-16, 2022; weather dependent 
 
DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION: 

Summit Mountain Guides (SMG) is proposing a remote wilderness experience and adventure 
tourism guided trip in Nahɂą Dehé (Nahanni) National Park Reserve (NNPR), specifically at the 
Cirque of the Unclimbables (see site map below). The trip will include climbing the Lotus Flower 
Tower and is proposed for a maximum 14-day period from August 2-16, 2022; exact timing of 
the trip will depend on weather. Maximum group size will be 4 people: 2 guides and 2 clients.  
 
SMG will travel via float plane from Finlayson Lake to Glacier Lake with Kluane Airways, a 
charter company that has been issued a NNPR business license. From Glacier Lake, the group 
will hike to Fairy Meadows to camp, a distance of approximately 5 km, one way. From Fairy 
Meadows, they will use the standard approach and descent routes for the Lotus Flower Tower 
formation and will return to Glacier Lake for their pick-up. Camping may take place at the 
established campsite at Glacier Lake (facilities include a shelter/cabin, bear-proof food lockers, 
and a privy) and will take place at Fairy Meadows (facilities include a 6-barrel outhouse and 
established informal campsites under the overhangs of erratics and in the meadows).  
 
The Cirque of the Unclimbables is a world-class big-wall climbing area and represents a 
"pristine" backcountry experience. The natural environment is representative of high-altitude 
northern regions with thin soil and sensitive high alpine/tundra vegetation.). There is a buried 
precontact archaeological site at the Cirque, located by the barrel outhouse, and three historic 
sites have been identified along the north shore of Glacier Lake. 
 
MITIGATIONS: 
 
The group will follow a leave-no-trace camping/wilderness use ethic and will adhere to the 
mitigations described in the Parks Canada Best Management Practice for Commercially Guided 
Eco-tourism Activities in Nahanni and Nááts'įhch'oh National Park Reserves of Canada. The 
requested visitation by SMG would be included in the current capacity allotment of no more 
than 12 campers per night, though for a period of 6 days, this would be spread over 4 campsites 
rather than the 3 campsites the capacity allotment was initially based on. It is not expected that 
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the addition of one campsite will have significant adverse effects on the natural or cultural 
heritage of the area. The SMG requested visitation also falls within the 42 total (including 
campers) day visitors x 77 days in the season for an annual total potential of 3234 visitor days.  
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Appendix 1 Site Map 
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Appendix 2 - Distribution List 

Organization  Contact 

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact 
Review Board 

preliminaryscreening@reviewboard.ca 

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board jpotten@mvlwb.com; tyree@mvlwb.com 

Interim Grand Chief Stanley Sanguez 
Dehcho First Nations 

Stanley_sanguez@dehcho.org 

Executive Director Alison de Pelham 
Dehcho First Nations 

executivedirector@dehcho.org 

Chief Kele Antoine  
Liidlii Kue First Nation 

chief@liidliikue.com  

Executive Director Liza McPherson 
Liidlii Kue First Nation 

exdir@liidliikue.com 

Chief Nolene Hardisty   
JMR First Nation 

chief@jmrfn.com  

Chief Steve Vital  
Nahanni Butte Dene Band 

chiefsteve.nbdb@gmail.com 

Chief Michael Vandell  
Deh Gah Gotie First Nation 

chief@dehgahgotie.ca 

Chief Lloyd Chicot 
Ka’a'gee Tu First Nation 

kaageetu_chief@northwestel.net  

Chief Dolphus Jumbo 
Sambaa K’e Dene Band 

chief@sambaakefn.com 

Chief Lloyd Moses 
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation 

chief@pkfn.ca 

Chief Kenneth Cayen 
West Point First Nation 

chief@wpfn.ca 

President Clifford McLeod  
Fort Providence Métis Council 

fpmcpres@northwestel.net 

President Darlene Sibbeston 
Fort Simpson Métis Local 

metisnation52@northwestel.net  

Keyna Norwegian eaglefirelogistics@gmail.com 

Air Tindi info@airtindi.com  

Alpine Aviation alpineaviation@gmail.com  

Black Sheep Aviation & Cattle Co. Ltd. info@flyblacksheep.ca 

Great Slave Helicopters 2018 fortsimpson@gsheli.com 

Kluane Airways Ltd info@kluaneairways.com  

Liard Air Ltd info@nrlodge.com 

Northern Rockies Air Charter Ltd. info@scooplake.com  

North-Wright Airways Ltd ops@north-wrightairways.com  

Simpson Air 1981 Ltd simpsonair@northwestel.net 

Solitude Excursions Ltd hike@helihikenahanni.com  

mailto:jpotten@mvlwb.com
mailto:chief@liidliikue.com
mailto:cchief@jmrfn.com
mailto:chief@dehgahgotie.ca
mailto:kaageetu_chief@northwestel.net
mailto:chief@sambaake.org
mailto:metisnation52@northwestel.net
mailto:info@airtindi.com
mailto:alpineaviation@gmail.com
mailto:info@flyblacksheep.ca
mailto:fortsimpson@gsheli.com
mailto:info@kluaneairways.com
mailto:info@nrlodge.com
mailto:info@scooplake.com
mailto:ops@north-wrightairways.com
mailto:simpsonair@northwestel.net
mailto:hike@helihikenahanni.com
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South Nahanni Airways 
info@southnahanniairways.ca; 
charters@southnahanniairways.ca 

Summit Air and Summit Helicopters 
peter.rice@summithelicopters.ca 

info@flysummitair.com 

Trans North Turbo Air Limited dpachiorka@tntaheli.com  

Tundra Helicopters tundrahelicopters@hotmail.com  

Goose Flying Services gooseflyingcorp@outlook.com 

Black Feather 
The Wilderness Adventure Company 

info@blackfeather.com 

Nahanni Wilderness Adventures adventures@nahanniwild.com  

Canoe North Adventures info@canoenorthadventures.com 

Jennifer Thistle, Regional Superintendent, 
Dehcho Industry, Tourism and Investment, 
Government of the Northwest Territories 

Jennifer_Thistle@gov.nt.ca  

Douglas Dillon (Aboriginal Tourism 
Development Officer, Industry, Tourism 
and Investment - Tourism and Parks 
Division  Government of the Northwest 
Territories) 

Douglas_Dillon@gov.nt.ca 

Chief Executive Officer Donna Lee 
Demarcke 
NWT Tourism 

executive@spectacularnwt.com 

CPAWS, NWT Chapter nwtadmin@cpaws.org 

Tulita Land/Financial Corporation 
president@tulitalandcorp.ca 
executivedirector@tulitalandcorp.ca 

Fort Norman Metis Land Corporation 
rockynorwegian@gmail.com 
execdirno60@gmail.com 

Norman Wells Land Corporation hci2@theedgenw.ca 

Tulita Renewable Resources Council 
trrc@northwestel.net 
 

Norman Wells Renewable Resources 
Council 

sahtuapple@hotmail.com 
nwrrc@nwlc.ca 

Tulita District Land Corporation 
hci2@theedgenw.ca 
district@allstream.net 

 
 

mailto:info@southnahanniairways.ca
mailto:peter.rice@summithelicopters.ca
mailto:info@flysummitair.com
mailto:dpachiorka@tntaheli.com
mailto:tundrahelicopters@hotmail.com
mailto:info@blackfeather.com
mailto:adventures@nahanniwild.com
mailto:Jennifer_Thistle@gov.nt.ca
mailto:rockynorwegian@gmail.com
mailto:execdirno60@gmail.com
mailto:trrc@northwestel.net
mailto:sahtuapple@hotmail.com
mailto:nwrrc@nwlc.ca
mailto:hci2@theedgenw.ca
mailto:district@allstream.net
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Appendix 3 Notification of Preliminary Class Screening 
 
 
Nahanni National Park Reserve  
Southwest Northwest Territories Field Unit  
10002 100 Street  
Fort Simpson, NT  
X0E 0N0 
 
June 18th, 2022 
 
To: Distribution List 
 
Re: Notification of Commencement of Preliminary Screening of Summit Mountain Guides in Nahanni 
National Park Reserve 
 
In accordance with the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, Parks Canada will be conducting a 
preliminary screening of Summit Mountain Guides in Nahanni National Park Reserve. Pursuant to Item 
16, Schedule 1 of the Preliminary Screening Requirement Regulations, a Parks Canada business licence 
must undergo a preliminary screening. Attached is a description of the proposal. Please note this 
proposal is the same as one approved in 2018.  
 
Please note that outfitters are responsible for ensuring their employees and clients are following Protect 
NWT guidelines, and adhering to all Chief Public Health Officer’s directions and orders as they may 
occur.  
 
If you have any comments on this proposal, please submit them to Alex Heathcote 
(alexandra.heathcote@pc.gc.ca) by July 8th, 2022. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
 
Alex Heathcote 
 
A/Ecologist Team Lead, Nahanni National Park Reserve  
Parks Canada  
Phone: (867) 695-1667 
Email: alexandra.heathcote@pc.gc.ca 
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