Naats’ihch’oh National Park Reserve
P.O. Box 157
Tulita, NT XOE OKO

February 19, 2020

Re: Notification of Preliminary Screening of a Guided River Outfitting Business Licence in
Naats’jhch’oh National Park Reserve

To: Mackenzie Valley Review Board, Tulita Land/Financial Corporation, Fort Norman Métis Land
Corporation, Norman Wells Land Corporation, Tulita Renewable Resources Council, Norman Wells
Renewable Resources Council, Tulita District Land Corporation, Tulita Dene Band, Hamlet of Tulita, Town
of Normal Wells, Sahtu Renewable Resources Board, Mackenzie Valley Review Board, Sahtu Land and
Water Board and Sahtu Land Use Planning Board.

Under section 124 (1) of the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, Parks Canada is conducting a
preliminary screening of Canoe North Adventures Ltd. ‘s business licence application. The application is
for Guided River Outfitting on Pjjp’enéh téetdd Deé (Broken Skull River) in Naats’jhch’oh National Park
Reserve.

Under Schedule I, Part Il, ltem 16 of the Preliminary Screening Requirement Regulations, issuing a
National Parks Guided OQutfitter license requires a preliminary screening. Attached is a description of the
proposed activities. If you have comments, please submit them to Nadine Gauvin
(Nadine.gauvin@canada.ca) by March 11, 2020.

Sincerely,

Nadine Gauvin
Park Superintendent
Naats’jhch’oh National Park Reserve
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1. DEVELOPMENT TITLE: Canoe North Adventures Ltd. Guided River Outfitting in
Naats’jhch’oh National Park Reserve.

2. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT DATES: June 20 - September 1 (2020 operating season)

3. DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION:

The most popular visitor activity in Naats’jhch’oh National Park Reserve (Naats’jhch’oh) is
canoe river tripping. In 2019 Pjjp’enéh Léet($ Deé (Broken Skull River) was the most
popular with a total of 13 trips (9 independent; 4 guided). Commercially guided trips on
Pjip’enéh Léet(¢ Deé last 7-10 days and include canoe paddling, hiking and backcountry
camping. Trips start in Naats’jhch’oh at Qtaa Tu Fehto (Divide Lake) which flows into
Pjjp’enéh Léetdo Deé and the Tehjeh Deé (South Nahanni River). Trips usually end at
Gahnjhthah Mije (Rabbitkettle Lake) in Nahanni National Park Reserve (Nahanni). To
operate in Naats'jhch’oh, commercial river outfitting companies must hold a valid Parks
Canada business license. According to the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, a
Parks Canada business license for Guided River Outfitting must undergo a preliminary
screening.

The Guidelines for Licensing of Guided River Outfitting in Nahanni and Nddts’jhch’oh National
Park Reserves (Jan. 2019) includes considerations for Shihtaot’ine (Mountain Dene) and
Métis culture, visitor safety, visitor quotas, and the licensing process. In Naats’jhch’oh,
visitor access to Mount Naats’jhch’oh, including hiking and climbing, is prohibited. At Qtaa
Tu Fehto, a cabin and outhouse are available for visitors. To reduce wilderness disturbance,
trip start dates are limited to one group per day. Commercially guided trips are limited to
15 people including guides.

Based on the guidelines, results and comments received in this preliminary screening,
Parks Canada is considering granting a business license to Canoe North Adventures Ltd.
The license will allow them to offer guided river outfitting services at Pjjp’enéh L.éetdg Deé
in Naats’jhch’oh. This includes 2 trips on the river with a maximum of 15 people (including
guides) per trip. The trips will begin at Qtaa Tu Fehto and end at Gahnjhthah Mje in
Nahanni. In consideration of Naats'jhch’oh’ s Management Plan and Impact and Benefit
Plan, Canoe North Adventures Ltd.’s license will include specific conditions.
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Canoe North Development Description

3.1 Activities
Water-based - Canoeing

Start Location Qtaa Tu Fehto (Divide Lake) - Access to Pjjp’enéh Léety¢ Deé,
Naats’jhch’oh National Park Reserve
Route Pjip’enéh Léet( Deé (Broken Skull River) including smaller creeks

flowing from Qtaa Tu Fehto,
Naats’jhch’oh National Park Reserve

Camp Locations Random sites along Pjjp’enéh Léety¢ Deé
*Note - Naats’jhch’oh has no designated or maintained camping
areas
End Location Gahnjhthah Mje (Rabbitkettle Lake), Nahanni National Park Reserve
Land-based - Hiking (*Note - Routes are backcountry/not maintained)
Hike Routes Qtaa Tu Fehto Ridge, Tu ?ulah Shuh (Singing Water Mountain),

Three Valley Confluence, other locations

Hike Destinations | Nionep’ene? Tué (Backbone Lake, formerly Grizzly Bear Lake),
Sadéé Shuh Gagfaa (Sunlight Mountain Hot Springs), Pjjp’enéh
Léetdd Gaofaa (Broken Skull Hot Springs)

3.2 Mitigations:
To reduce impacts, Canoe North Adventure Ltd. will follow the Parks Canada Best
Management Practices for Commercially Guided Eco-Tourism Activities in Nahanni and
Nddts’jhch’oh National Park Reserves of Canada. These practices address waste
management, hiking, and non-motorized boating and are available from Parks Canada
offices in Tulita, NT (Naats’jhch’oh National Park Reserve) or Fort Simpson, NT (Nahanni
National Park Reserve). In addition, Canoe North Adventures Ltd. will follow
Superintendent Orders specific to Naats’jhch’oh while in the park’s boundaries. All licenses
granted to Guided River Outfitters in Naats’jhch’oh will include conditions to meet the goals
of Naats’jhch’oh’ s Management Plan and Impact and Benefit Plan.

4. REFERENCES:

Nahanni and Naats’jhch’oh National Park Reserves: Superintendent’s Orders:
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/nt/naatsihchoh/bulletins/3CD90B9A-F896-4D6E-8FCD-
7B217C8FFCC9 (July 2018)

*These notices DO NOT apply to Indigenous persons who are engaged in traditional
renewable resource harvesting.

Guidelines for Licensing of Guided River Outfitting in Nahanni and Naats’jhch’oh National
Park Reserves (January 2019)
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/nt/nahanni/info/guides
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Canoe North Development Description

5. NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT - DISTRIBUTION AND CONTACT LIST
Mackenzie Valley Review Board

preliminaryscreening@reviewboard.ca
Tulita Land /Financial Corporation - PO Box 63 P:867 588 3734 F:867 588 4025

President Clarence Campbell - president@tulitalandcorp.ca

Executive Director Lorraine Doctor - executivedirector@tulitalandcorp.ca

Fort Norman Metis Land Corporation - PO Box36 P:867 588 3201 F:867 588 3806

President Rocky Norwegian - rockynorwegian@gmail.com

Executive Director Bridget Larcoque - execdirno60@gmail.com

Norman Wells Land Corporation - PO Box 69 P:867 587 2455 F:867 587 2545

President Sherry Hodgson - hciZ@theedgenw.ca

Executive Director Paul Tan - admin@nwlc.ca

Tulita Renewable Resources Council- PO Box 27 P:867 588 4724 F:867 588 3726
President Gordon Yakeleya - trrc@northwestel.net

Office Manager Tamara Bernarde - trrc@northwestel.net

Norman Wells Renewable Resources Council- PO Box 520 P:867 587 2455 F:867 587 2545
President Rhea McDonald - sahtuapple@hotmail.com

Office Manager - Ruby McDonald - nwrre@nwlc.ca

Tulita District Land Corporation- PO Box 108 P:867 588 4984 F:867 588 3997

President Sherry Hodgson - hci2@theedgenw.ca

Executive Director Louise Reindeer - district@allstream.net

Tulita Dene Band- PO Box 118 P:867 588 3341 F: 867 588 3613
Chief Frank Andrew - tdbchief@live.ca

Band Manager Sally Ann Horassi - band manager@tulitadeneband.com

Hamlet of Tulita- PO Box91 P:867 588 4471 F:867 588 4908

Mayor Rocky Norwegian - rockynorwegian@gmail.com

Senior Administrative Officer Mike Rudkin - SAO@hamletoftulita.ca
Town of Norman Wells- POBox5 P:867 5873700 F:867 587 3701

Mayor Frank Pope - Mayor Frank Pope@normanwells.com

Senior Administrative Officer Cathy Clark - SeniorAdministrativeOfficer@normanwells.com
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Sahtu Renewable Resources Board P:867 588 4040 F:867 588 3324

Executive Director Deborah Simmons - director@srrb.nt.ca

Office Manager Lori Ann Lennie - omanager@srrb.nt.ca

Sahtu Land and Water Board P:867 598 2413 F:867 598 2325

Executive Director Paul Dixon - paul.dixon@slwb.com

Board and Administrative Support Clerk Jenna Grandjambe - jenna.grandjambe @slwb.com
Sahtu Land Use Planning Board

Executive Director Melanie Harding - exec director@sahtulanduseplan.org

Administrative Clerk Jenna Grandjambe - admin clerk@sahtulanduseplan.org
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