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DEVELOPMENT TITLE: Guided motorized boat tours and expediting services on the lower Nahʔą 
Dehé (South Nahanni River) 
 
PROPONENT:  
Nahanni River Expediting  
Address: PO Box 27, Nahanni Butte, NT X0E 2N0 
Phone: 867-602-2382 / 867-364-0004 
Email: jmkonisenta@gmail.com 
 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT DATE: August 1st – September 30th, 2025 
 
DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION: 
Access to Nahanni National Park Reserve by motorized watercraft is currently restricted to 
Parks Canada operational activities and Indigenous persons engaging in traditional renewable 
resource harvesting activities. In the spirit of the Ndahecho Gondié Gháádé Agreement, Parks 
Canada is considering modifying the Superintendent’s Orders for Nahanni National Park 
Reserve to allow motorized watercraft access for one Nahʔą Dehé Business, Nahanni River 
Expediting, to conduct motorized boat tours and expediting services on the lower Nahʔą Dehé 
(South Nahanni River). Nahanni River Expediting must obtain a Parks Canada business licence to 
operate in the park reserve; according to the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act their 
activities must undergo preliminary screening before the licence can be issued. 
 
Nahanni River Expediting’s primary activities would be guided day tours up the lower Nahʔą 
Dehé from Tthenáágó (Nahanni Butte) to Tułetsęę (Kraus Hot Springs). Day tours would occur 
up to five times throughout the summer, subject to water levels; tours would only operate 
when water levels are high enough to permit safe access for outboard motors with propellers. 
Each tour would include up to three visitors, two boat operators, and two 18-20 ft motorized 
boats – a primary tour boat and a backup safety boat. Nahanni River Expediting would also 
conduct one annual scouting trip, prior to the start of tour operations, to verify river channels 
and identify the best route.  
 
Additional proposed motorized watercraft activities between Tthenáágó and Dahaehtth’į 
(Deadman Valley) include: 

• Transport of Parks Canada and Nahʔą Dehé Park Corporation personnel, equipment, 
and supplies in support of general park operations 

• Emergency transport of Parks Canada personnel and visitors in support of rescue 
operations 

• Commercial transport of researchers  
 
LOCATIONS: See map (Appendix 1). 
 
  

https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/nt/nahanni/info/ngg
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/nt/nahanni/securite-safety/bulletins/f6a9e64e-493f-4801-afec-d964654e6c29
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/nt/nahanni/securite-safety/bulletins/f6a9e64e-493f-4801-afec-d964654e6c29
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/m-0.2/FullText.html
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MITIGATIONS:  
Nahanni River Expediting will follow a leave-no-trace wilderness use ethic and will adhere to 
the mitigations described in the Parks Canada Best Management Practice for Commercially 
Guided Eco-tourism Activities in Nahanni and Nááts'įhch'oh National Park Reserves of Canada. 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 - Distribution List 

Organization  Contact 

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact 
Review Board 

preliminaryscreening@reviewboard.ca 

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board jpotten@mvlwb.com; tyree@mvlwb.com 

Grand Chief Herb Norwegian 
Dehcho First Nations 

herb_norwegian@dehcho.org 

Executive Director  
Dehcho First Nations 

Executivedirector@dehcho.org 

Chief Steve Vital  
Nahanni Butte Dene Band 

chiefsteve.nbdb@gmail.com 

Band Manager Soham Srimani 
Nahanni Butte Dene Band 

manager@nahadehe.ca 

Chief Kele Antoine  
Łıı́d́lıı̨ ̨Kų́ę́ First Nation 

chief@liidliikue.com  

Interim Executive Director Derek Squirrel 
Łıı́d́lıı̨ ̨Kų́ę́ First Nation 

exdir@liidliikue.com 

Chief Melanie Norwegian Menacho 
Tthets'éhk'edélî First Nation 

chief@jmrfn.com  

Chief Michael Vandell 
Deh Gáh Got'ıę̨ First Nation 

chief@dehgahgotie.ca 

Chief Lloyd Chicot 
Ka’a'gee Tu First Nation 

kaageetu_chief@northwestel.net  

Chief Dolphus Jumbo 
Sambaa K’e Dene Band 

chief@sambaakefn.com 

Chief Lloyd Moses 
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation 

info@pkfn.ca 
chief@pkfn.ca 

Chief Kenneth Cayen 
West Point First Nation 

chief@wpfn.ca 

President Clifford McLeod  
Fort Providence Métis Council 

finance_pvmetis@northwestel.net 
fpmcpres@northwestel.net 

President Daniel Peterson 
Fort Simpson Métis  

metisnation52@northwestel.net  

Goose Flying Services info@flygoose.ca 

Simpson Air 1981 Ltd info@simpsonair.ca   

South Nahanni Airways 
info@southnahanniairways.ca; 
charters@southnahanniairways.ca 

Black Feather 
The Wilderness Adventure Company 

info@blackfeather.com 

Nahanni Wilderness Adventures adventures@nahanniwild.com  

Canoe North Adventures info@canoenorthadventures.com 

Nahanni Heli Adventures info@nahanniheliadventures.com 

mailto:jpotten@mvlwb.com
mailto:chief@liidliikue.com
mailto:exdir@liidliikue.com
mailto:cchief@jmrfn.com
mailto:chief@dehgahgotie.ca
mailto:kaageetu_chief@northwestel.net
mailto:chief@sambaake.org
mailto:%20info@pkfn.ca
mailto:chief@wpfn.ca
mailto:finance_pvmetis@northwestel.net
mailto:metisnation52@northwestel.net
mailto:info@simpsonair.ca
mailto:info@southnahanniairways.ca
mailto:info@blackfeather.com
mailto:adventures@nahanniwild.com
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Kluane Airways Ltd info@kluaneairways.com  

Alpine Aviation alpineaviation@gmail.com  

Northern Rockies Air Charter Ltd. northernrockiesair@gmail.com 

North-Wright Airways Ltd info@north-wrightairways.com 

Jennifer Thistle, Regional Superintendent, 
Dehcho Industry, Tourism and Investment, 
Government of the Northwest Territories 

Jennifer_Thistle@gov.nt.ca  

Chief Executive Officer Donna Lee Demarcke 
NWT Tourism 

executive@spectacularnwt.com 

CPAWS, NWT Chapter nwtadmin@cpaws.org 

 

 

mailto:alpineaviation@gmail.com
mailto:Jennifer_Thistle@gov.nt.ca

