
Pre-hearing Conference

April 23, 2025
Mackenzie Valley Review Board  Boardroom or Microsoft Teams

Line 490 Replacement
EA2425-01



Housekeeping and introductions
• washrooms and emergency exits
• questions can go in the chat or raise your hand in the Teams chat
• Review Board staff taking notes
• Meeting report for the registry

Introductions



Meeting Agenda

• Review Board mandate
• Decision-making consideration: Scope of the EA
• Overview of the hearing phase
• Party vs. Intervenor
• Preparing interventions
• Rules of Procedure for hearings
• Hearing details
• Presenting interventions
• Upcoming dates and deadlines



Review Board Mandate

Guiding principles from MVRMA 115(1)
A. the protection of the environment from the significant adverse impacts of 

proposed developments;
B. the protection of the social, cultural and economic well-being of residents 

and communities in the Mackenzie Valley; and
C. the importance of conservation to the well-being and way of life of the 

aboriginal peoples of Canada to whom section 35 of the Constitution Act, 
1982 applies and who use an area of the Mackenzie Valley.



• Replacement of Line 490 Horizontal Directional Drilling
• Use of the flowlines for production purposes
• Use of existing infrastructure for waste disposal

Decision-making consideration: 
Scope of the Development



Project overview



Decision-making consideration: 
Scope of the Assessment
• impacts to water quality and quantity in the Mackenzie River
• impacts to cultural uses of the Mackenzie River downstream of 

Norman Wells, including fishing, hunting, trapping and travelling
• local economic benefits and opportunities related to the project
• accidents and malfunctions 
• alternatives to the proposed activities



Overview of the Hearing Phase

• written interventions
• last submission prior to the hearing
• should discuss all the issues your organization views as potentially significant

• public hearings
• community hearings
• public hearings

• closing arguments
• provides your final views on the project and potential impacts, as well as any 

recommendations



Party vs. Intervenor

Role or Responsibility
Parties 
(members of the public)

Interveners

Submitting a written intervention X
Presenting the intervention at the hearing X
Questioning other parties and be questioned at the 
hearing

X

Opportunity to speak directly to the Review Board at 
the hearing

X X

Submitting written closing arguments X
Request rulings from the Board during the hearing 
phase

X



Interventions

• one of the last opportunities to provide information to Board
• the public record is closed between interventions and the hearing (procedural 

fairness)
• any new material submitted during this time requires a ruling by the Board 

(Request for Ruling)



Tips for preparing interventions

Format
• include a one-page summary in plain language
• include a brief summary of your mandate
• structure the main report by issue
• Spell out:

What parts of the development will affect
what parts of the environment, and

how it will happen 



Tips for preparing interventions:
Structure by issue
1. State the specific issue.
2. Describe your impact predictions about how the project will affect 

the issue (project interaction or pathways).
3. State the developer’s conclusion about the issue.
4. Describe your conclusions about any adverse impact and their 

significance or why it matters.
5. Provide clear rationale with enough detail to support your findings.
6. Provide your recommendations and suggest mitigation to reduce 

impacts so they are no longer significant.



Rules of Procedure
Community vs Technical Hearings

Community Hearing
• held to hear the public’s views about a project

‘Formal’ Hearing
• held to hear the views of intervenors and the developer
• formatted to focus on presentations and allow questioning 



Public Hearing May 22
One Hearing in Two Locations

Fort Good Hope:
• David Krutko
• Kate Hearn
• Camilia Zoe-

Chocolate
• Board Staff

Norman Wells:
• JoAnne Deneron
• Sunny Munroe
• Brenda Gauthier
• Shelagh Montgomery
• Board Staff



Rules of Procedure for hearings

• Role of the Chairperson
• New evidence
• Undertakings and commitments
• Virtual, interpretation, and transcription services
• Public participation
• Flexibility



‘formal’ Hearing details: agenda

Hearing agenda will be released before the hearing:
• order of presenters

• developer and intervenors will make a single presentation 

• technical hearing questioning
• prioritize questions in advance
• ask most important questions first



Suggestions for hearing 
presentations
Only present key items from intervention:

• focus on impacts that are most important
• What do you think will happen, how will it happen, and why is it important to you

• If you were a Board member, what would you do about the impact?
• General tips:

• make handouts available to Board in advance
• power point or pdf format
• use large fonts and light background colours (for printing)



Time management 
Presentations:
• Be effective: only present on items from Technical Report
• Mandate not necessary… we know 
• Recommend Developer 30 min/parties 10‐15 min. Use longer as necessary. 
• It helps to practice your delivery
Time for questions: 
• Prioritize questions in advance 
• Ask hard questions first, 
• Don’t build a case slowly… go direct! 
• Listen carefully ‐ eliminate questions other parties have asked



Time management tips

Still have Closing Arguments
• can elaborate on topics or discuss less priority topics further



Agenda items for the follow-up
meeting before the hearings
• review the draft hearing agendas
• discuss number of representatives for each intervener
• discuss time allotments for developer and interveners

• for presentations
• for questioning



Upcoming dates and deadlines

April 30 – Interventions
May 7 – Developer’s response to interventions
May 12 – Prehearing conference (if needed)
May 13 – Intervenor Presentations
May 16 – Developer presentation
May 21 – Fort Good Hope community hearing
May 22 – Fort Good Hope and Norman Wells Public Hearing



Mahsi Cho!
Mársı | Kinanāskomitin | Thank you | Merci | Hąį’ | Quana |

Qujannamiik | Quyanainni | Máhsi | Máhsı | Mahsı̀

22
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