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1. Introduction
The Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) is currently assessing West Kitikmeot 
Resources (the proponent)’s Grays Bay Road and Port Project (the proposed Project). 
There is potential for the proposed Project to cause transboundary impacts, as project 
activities in Nunavut could result in impacts within the Mackenzie Valley of the 
Northwest Territories.  

Accordingly, the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (MVEIRB) 
requested and received approval from the federal Minister of Crown-Indigenous 
Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC) to participate in the assessment of 
these potential transboundary impacts.  

Part 5 of the Mackenzie Valley Resources Management Act  (MVRMA) enables MVEIRB to 
participate and support an authority in another jurisdiction, such as NIRB, in its 
assessment of project impacts that might occur in the Mackenzie Valley. Section 142 of 
the MVRMA establishes the process for assessing transboundary impacts and guides the 
proponent in understanding and considering how potential transboundary effects must 
be identified and assessed. 

1.1  About the Project 

MVEIRB is considering the proposed Project as currently described in NIRB’s Revised 
Draft Scope List.  This includes: 

• constructing, operating, and maintaining a port at Grays Bay;
• a 230 km controlled-access all-season road;
• a station at the Jericho mine site;
• an ice road to the Lupin Mine.

1.2 Roles and Responsibilities in this Review 

NIRB’s Role 

NIRB is the organization responsible for assessing the impacts of the proposed Project 
through its Review process. This includes all aspects of the proposed Project described 
by NIRB in its Revised Draft Scope List and Revised Draft Impact Statement Guidelines,  

 See: 
• MVEIRB letter to the Minister
• Response from the Minister

 Mackenzie Valley Resources Management Act, S.C., 1998, c. 25. 
P.1 of NIRB’s Revised Draft Scope List
The full name of this document is Revised Draft Scope List for the Grays Bay Road and Port Project Proposal
The full name of this document is Revised Draft Guidelines for the Preparation of an Impact Statement for West

Kitikmeot Resource Corp’s Grays Bay Road and Port Proposal 

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/letter-to-cirnac-re-s142-request-050125_0.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/correspondence-from-the-minister-of-northern-and-arctic-affairs-and-minister-responsible-for-the-canadian-northern-economic-development-agency.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-scope-list-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-scope-list-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
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including transboundary impacts. NIRB is currently in the final stage of its scoping 
phase.  

NIRB and MVEIRB developed a Cooperation Plan,  released on October 14, 2025, which 
outlines how the two Boards will work together.  

MVEIRB’s role 

At this stage of the Review process,  MVEIRB is focused on supporting NIRB by 
identifying and prioritizing potential transboundary impacts to be reflected in NIRB’s 
final Impact Statement Guidelines.  MVEIRB is not doing a separate Review 
(environmental assessment). MVEIRB’s role includes providing suggestions to NIRB and 
guidance to the proponent on how best to assess the potential impacts of the proposed 
Project on the environment and the people of the Mackenzie Valley.  As the Review 
progresses, MVEIRB will continue to provide guidance to NIRB about impacts in 
the Mackenzie Valley, including whether any components of the proposed Project occur 
directly within the Mackenzie Valley or could reasonably result in impacts on lands, 
waters, and wildlife within MVEIRB’s jurisdiction. 

MVEIRB will continue to support NIRB in future steps and will coordinate with NIRB to 
ensure impacts in the Mackenzie Valley are appropriately considered. 

Proponent’s Role 

West Kitikmeot Resources (the proponent) is responsible for describing the proposed 
Project and assessing the impacts of the proposed Project, as directed by NIRB. 

1.3  Purpose of this Document 

To support NIRB’s assessment of the proposed Project, MVEIRB is submitting this 
Supplemental Transboundary Scoping Report to be appended to NIRB’s final Impact 
Statement Guidelines. This Report outlines guidance and recommended approaches for 
the proponent to best assess potential transboundary impacts occurring in the 
Mackenzie Valley due to the proposed Project. 

P.3, NIRB’s Review process
Cooperation Plan
A Review in the NIRB process is equivalent to an environmental assessment under the MVRMA.
In the NIRB process, the final Impact Statement Guidelines, in combination with the final Scope List, are the equivalent

of the Terms of Reference in MVEIRB’s process. These documents have not been released yet. 
 MVEIRB does not have jurisdiction in the Inuvialuit Settlement Region and cannot consider potential coastal or 

marine impacts. These potential impacts should be raised with NIRB and the Environmental Impact Screening 
Committee. 

https://www.nirb.ca/publications/guides2/NIRB%20Guide%203-Review-English-Online%20View%20Version-OEDE.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/nirb-mveirb-cooperation-plan-for-gray-s-bay_4.pdf
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1.4  What are Transboundary Impacts? 

Transboundary  impacts are project-related impacts that cross jurisdictional boundaries 
or occur within one region because of project activities taking place in another. For 
example, impacts to water caused in Alberta could be experienced in the Northwest 
Territories, because the affected water flows into the Territory. Or, impacts to wildlife 
caused by activities in Nunavut could lead to effects in the Northwest Territories, if 
reduced population health or numbers affect harvesting.  

For the Grays Bay Road and Port Project, NIRB describes transboundary impacts as 
impacts in the ‘Regional Study Area’ that are linked directly to the activities of the 
proposed Project that are conducted inside the ‘designated area’, which could result in 
impacts that cross boundaries or occur outside the designated area.   

Under the Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment Act, NIRB defines ‘designated area’ as 
“the area that consists of the Nunavut Settlement Area and the Outer Land Fast Ice 
Zone,”  which is off the eastern coast of Baffin Island. In the Revised Draft Impact 
Statement Guidelines, NIRB defines ‘Regional Study Area’ as “the area within which there 
exists the potential for direct and indirect biophysical and socio-economic effects of the 
proposed project that may interact with the effects of other projects”.  For the 
proposed Project, the ‘Regional Study Area’ includes both the ‘designated area’ in 
Nunavut and the Mackenzie Valley. 

In this context, MVEIRB will consider any transboundary impacts that occur in the 
Mackenzie Valley of the Northwest Territories but are caused by the Grays Bay Road and 
Port Project in Nunavut, including the use of transportation infrastructure and other 
activities in the Mackenzie Valley (see Section 2.3). 

1.5  Organizations with interests in Mackenzie Valley impacts 

Below is a list of Indigenous Governments that have participated in NIRB’s or MVEIRB’s 
processes, that may have interests in Mackenzie Valley impacts: 

• Gwich’in Tribal Council
• Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated
• Tłı̨chǫ Government
• Délı̨nę Got’ı̨nę̨ Government
• Łutsël K’é Dene First Nation
• North Slave Métis Alliance

 The MVRMA describes these impacts as “transregional” impacts. However, in this Report, the term “transboundary” 
is used to align with NIRB terminology. 

P. 51 of NIRB’s Revised Draft Impact Statement Guidelines
Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment Act, S.C. 2013, c. 14, s. 2(1).:
P. 32 of NIRB’s Revised Draft Impact Statement Guidelines

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/N-28.75/page-1.html
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
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• Northwest Territories Métis Nation
• Yellowknives Dene First Nation
• Athabasca Denesųłiné
• Inuvialuit Regional Corporation
• Kitikmeot Inuit Association

In addition, NIRB and/or MVEIRB have reached out to: 

• Denı́nu Kúę ́First Nation
• Fort Resolution Métis Government

NIRB and MVEIRB have also engaged with the Government of Canada, the Government 
of the Northwest Territories, and reached out to the following management boards, 
committees, and other organizations: 

• Gwich’in Renewable Resources Board
• Ɂehdzo Got’ı̨nę Gots’ę́ Nákedı (Sahtú Renewable Resources Board)
• Wek’èezhìı Renewable Resources Board
• Délı̨nę Ɂehdzo Got’ı̨nę (Renewable Resources Council)
• Caribou Guardians Coalition
• Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board
• Inuvialuit Game Council

Many of these groups have already participated extensively in NIRB’s screening and 
Review processes. Other Indigenous Governments and organizations may choose to 
participate in the process as it proceeds.  

The proponent will need to engage with and consider the input of these organizations 
when completing its assessment of the potential impacts of the proposed Project. The 
proponent will maintain ongoing consultation with potentially affected Indigenous 
Governments and organizations, and with groups who use the Mackenzie Valley 
throughout the Review. Frequent, clear communication is beneficial for building 
relationships and providing up-to-date, accurate information to all parties. 

1.6  Information considered in this document 

In preparing this Report, MVEIRB identified impacts that may be partially or wholly 
experienced in the Mackenzie Valley of the Northwest Territories. MVEIRB reviewed 
and considered: 

• all the information available on the NIRB public registry,

 NIRB’s public registry 

https://www.nirb.ca/project/125987
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• all documents on the MVEIRB public registry (most of which overlap with the
NIRB registry),

• feedback provided at the NIRB workshop held on December 2-3 in Cambridge
Bay, and

• feedback provided at the MVEIRB workshop held on December 8 in Yellowknife.

Documents from the NIRB and MVEIRB public registries that were relied upon in 
preparing this Report are summarized in Appendix A. 

2. Direction on how to assess transboundary impacts
In this section, MVEIRB provides guidance on how to assess transboundary impacts, and 
outlines some of the key factors the proponent should consider while preparing its 
Impact Statement for the NIRB Review. In addition, MVEIRB has guidance documents 
the proponent may find useful.  

2.1  Use and incorporation of Traditional Knowledge and Inuit Quajimaningit 

In the Mackenzie Valley, both Traditional Knowledge and scientific knowledge are 
essential in the assessment of how proposed and existing projects may impact the 
environment and people.  

The proponent is expected to make all reasonable efforts to incorporate Traditional 
Knowledge and Inuit Quajimaningit  as a tool in its evaluation of the specific impacts. 
Useful guidance for the proponent can be found in MVEIRB’s Guidelines for Incorporating 
Traditional Knowledge in Environmental Impact Assessment and NIRB’s Revised Draft Impact 
Statement Guidelines.  The Impact Statement must describe how Traditional Knowledge 
and Inuit Quajimaningit was sought, considered, and incorporated in relation to 
transboundary impacts. It should include details of how input from Traditional 
Knowledge and Inuit Quajimaningit Holders, Elders, and other working groups has 
changed or influenced the proposed Project design, mitigation, and monitoring to 
minimize impacts in the Mackenzie Valley. 

2.2 Alternatives 

The proponent will describe any alternatives to the proposed Project or project 
components that it is considering, including routing and how these alternatives might 

 MVEIRB has its own guidelines that the proponent may want to consider when assessing impacts in the Mackenzie 
Valley. Relevant guidelines include: 

• Environmental Impact Assessment Guidelines 2004
• Socio-Economic Impact Assessment Guidelines 2007
• Guidelines for Incorporating Traditional Knowledge in Environmental Assessment 2005

 According to Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit: The role of Indigenous Knowledge in supporting wellness in Inuit communities in 
Nunavut, “Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit supports personal wellness but also contributes to a collective cultural sense of 
health and wellness, which has sustained Inuit over generations.” (p. 1). Also see: NIRB’s definition of Inuit 
Qaujimajatuqangit (and Inuit Quajimaningit). 

P. 3 of NIRB’s Revised Draft Impact Statement Guidelines

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/2025-02/eia-guidelines_3.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/2025-02/seia-guidelines.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/2025-02/tk-guidelines.pdf
https://www.ccnsa-nccah.ca/docs/health/FS-InuitQaujimajatuqangitWellnessNunavut-Tagalik-EN.pdf
https://www.ccnsa-nccah.ca/docs/health/FS-InuitQaujimajatuqangitWellnessNunavut-Tagalik-EN.pdf
https://www.nirb.ca/inuit-qaujimajatuqangit
https://www.nirb.ca/inuit-qaujimajatuqangit
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
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change the potential transboundary impacts in the Mackenzie Valley, particularly on 
caribou.

2.3  Assessing Cumulative Effects 

The proponent will identify and describe any cumulative effects that may be experienced 
within the Mackenzie Valley, including cumulative effects from the use of existing 
infrastructure, existing and reasonably foreseeable developments, as well as induced 
developments anywhere along the road and existing projects in Nunavut and the 
Northwest Territories.  

For any cumulative effect   identified, the proponent is to describe: 

• the impact pathway in conjunction with potential transboundary impacts;
• potential spatial and temporal scope;
• any relevant baseline trends;
• any mitigations for impacts that contribute to cumulative effects; and
• any residual cumulative effects.

2.3.1 Impacts from the use of existing infrastructure
West Kitikmeot Resources described two transportation options relevant to the 
Mackenzie Valley, including: 

1. Use of the Tibbitt to Contwoyto winter road (to be assessed under current and
future conditions)

2. Transport through the Mackenzie Valley with sub options of:
a. Driving on the Dempster Highway with barging from Inuvik
b. Shipping up the Mackenzie River  from Hay River or Fort Simpson to

Inuvik

All of these options should be considered in terms of the potential cumulative impacts. 

2.3.2 Impacts from existing and reasonably foreseeable future developments 

The proponent will consider any existing and reasonably foreseeable developments that 
could act cumulatively with the proposed Project and lead to potential impacts in the 
Mackenzie Valley, including the potential Northwest Territories portion of the Arctic 
Economic and Security Corridor, existing diamond mines, future road developments, and 
other proposed projects. 

 As described in Section 9 of NIRBs Revised Draft Scope List 
 Cumulative effects assessment is described on P.30 of MVEIRB’s Environmental Impact Assessment Guidelines 

2004 
 Use of the barging system by the proponent for Project activities could impact people in the Northwest territories 

who rely on the barges for resupply by reducing the space available on the barges 

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/2025-02/eia-guidelines_3.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/2025-02/eia-guidelines_3.pdf
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2.3.1 Induced Development 

The proponent will describe how it has considered induced development in its 
cumulative effects assessment for potential impacts in the Mackenzie Valley. 

2.4  Consider the relationships between land, water, and people 

Section 115 of the MVRMA requires MVEIRB to have regard to: 

a) the protection of the environment from significant adverse impacts of proposed
developments;

b) the protection of the social, cultural, and economic well-being of residents and
communities in the Mackenzie Valley; and

c) the importance of conservation to the well-being and way of life of Indigenous
Peoples  who use the Mackenzie Valley.

These requirements recognize that land, water, wildlife, and people are closely 
connected, and are interrelated. The people who experience the impacts of the proposed 
Project do not experience the impacts to each valued component in isolation.  

A holistic, systems-based approach, consistent with NIRB’s Revised Draft Impact 
Statement Guidelines will therefore support a clearer understanding of how impacts may 
interact. The proponent should consider the connections between valued components, 
in addition to assessing each valued component individually. This broader perspective 
and careful consideration can help ensure that the overall implications of the proposed 
Project on the environment and communities are fully understood and can contribute to 
sustainability and lasting well-being.  

2.5  Assessing transboundary impacts in a larger Review 

Transboundary impacts represent only one portion of the broader impacts that the 
proponent will assess in its Impact Statement. While the assessment of these impacts 
may be identified in several sections of the document, this approach can make it 
challenging to get a full picture of the impacts that may be experienced by parties that 
use the Mackenzie Valley. To meet the intent of Section 142 of the MVRMA, MVEIRB 
requires that the proponent provide a comprehensive summary of transboundary 
impacts as a stand-alone section of the Impact Statement. This summary should 
reference the relevant sections of the Impact Statement where more information can be 
found.   

 MVRMA, s. 115: [the aboriginal peoples of Canada to whom section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 applies and 
who use an area of the Mackenzie Valley]. 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/Const/
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3. Summary of Potential Transboundary Impacts
In compiling the following list of potential transboundary impacts, MVEIRB considered 
three key sources of information related to the Grays Bay Road and Port Project 
proposal: 

1. NIRB’s Revised Draft Scope List – This document outlines the proposed Project’s
components and assessment parameters. The list mentions the transport of
materials and supplies using ice roads through the Northwest Territories during
both construction and operations phases.  The scope of assessment explicitly
identifies road use estimates as transboundary effects.

2. NIRB’s Revised Draft Impact Statement Guidelines – These guidelines direct the
proponent to assess transboundary impacts using the same methodology as non-
transboundary ones, in a spatial boundary defined as the Regional Study Area.
Transboundary impacts are to be considered across all valued components.

3. Comments from parties with interests in the Mackenzie Valley  – MVEIRB
reviewed written submissions from Indigenous governments, co-management
bodies, and federal and territorial agencies, including the Tłı̨chǫ Government, the
Yellowknives Dene First Nation, the Délı̨nę Got'ı̨nę Government, the Gwich'in
Tribal Council, the Athabasca Denes Né Né Land Corporation, the
Wek'èezhìı Renewable Resources Board, the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou
Management Board, the Caribou Guardians Coalition, the
Kitikmeot Inuit Association,  the Government of the Northwest Territories, and
the Government of Canada. Parties’ comments (provided during both the
Screening and Review processes in response to NIRB’s draft documents and
during scoping sessions hosted by NIRB in May, September, and December 2025,
and MVEIRB’s Transboundary Engagement Workshop in December 2025) helped
identify additional concerns and perspectives on potential transboundary
effects.

P.1-3 of NIRB’s Revised Draft Scope List
P.4 of NIRB’s Revised Draft Scope List
P.32 of NIRB’s Revised Draft Impact Statement Guidelines
With specific attention to migratory birds, migrating land mammals (e.g., caribou), and socio-economic and cultural

factors such as harvesting, food security, and community well-being, as described on pp. 51 and 86 of NIRB’s Revised 
Draft Impact Statement Guidelines 

 MVEIRB reviewed all parties’ comments from NIRB’s registry; however, only parties with interests in the Mackenzie 
Valley are listed here. 

 MVEIRB also reviewed recent submissions from the Environmental Impact Screening Committee and the 
Environmental Impact Review Board for any impacts that overlap with the Mackenzie Valley. 

 MVEIRB is reviewing all submissions from the Kitikmeot Inuit Association to determine whether any of the concerns 
it raises relate to transboundary impacts. So far, none of the issues or concerns raised appear to be transboundary to 
the Mackenzie Valley. 

 Please see Appendix A for a list of the documents and comments MVEIRB considered. 

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-scope-list-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-scope-list-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf


Supplemental Transboundary Scoping Report 
Grays Bay Road and Port 

10 

Together, these sources demonstrate that transboundary impacts may significantly 
affect the Rights of Indigenous communities in the Mackenzie Valley. For example, 
harvesting, food security, cultural continuity, and language are all elements that are 
deeply interconnected with the land.   

For the key lines of inquiry, and for each valued component, the proponent will assess 
the potential direct and indirect project impacts and will also consider cumulative effects, 
climate change, and the risks associated with accidents and malfunctions.   

MVEIRB has only included a high-level description of the topics to be examined for each 
key line and valued component, to avoid unnecessary duplication with NIRB’s 
requirements. The proponent should consider the more detailed guidance in the NIRB 
reports for each of the pathways for the Key Line of Inquiry and for all valued 
components. 

3.1  Key Line of Inquiry: Caribou and Traditional Harvesting of Caribou 

Based on the information available on the public registry, MVEIRB has identified impacts 
to caribou and traditional harvesting of caribou as the Key Line of Inquiry as potential 
transboundary impacts. This Key Line of Inquiry includes potential impacts on the 
barren-ground caribou herds that migrate in the Mackenzie Valley or are harvested by 
residents of the Makenzie Valley, including the Bathurst , Bluenose-East, Dolphin-
Union, Beverly, and Ahiak herds. Based on NIRB’s Revised Draft Impact Statement 
Guidelines, MVEIRB identified the following impact pathways that should be assessed for 
transboundary impacts for this Key Line of Inquiry: 

• Potential impacts on population size, abundance, distribution, and behaviours in
the Mackenzie Valley, such as from:

o Direct and indirect loss and fragmentation of habitat
o Direct and indirect impacts from potential degraded water quality, ground

contamination, and airborne contaminants
o Potential impacts on wildlife from proposed ground and air traffic
o Potential impacts from injury or mortality from ice road and all-weather

road traffic
o Potential impacts from increased hunting pressure from improved access
o Potential population effects from sensory disturbance affecting

behaviours, energetic budgets and reproductive success

 In past EAs in the region where transboundary impacts may occur (such as EA1314-01 and EA1819-01), these have 
been identified as potential impacts related to Rights. 

P.38 of MVEIRB’s Environmental Impact Assessment Guidelines 2004
The Bathurst caribou herd has fallen from 470,000 in the mid-1980s to a low of about 3,609 in 2025:

https://www.gov.nt.ca/ecc/en/services/barren-ground-caribou/bathurst-herd 
 See pp. 72 and 83 of the detailed bullets in NIRB's Revised Draft Impact Statement Guidelines for more detail. 

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/2025-02/eia-guidelines_3.pdf
https://www.gov.nt.ca/ecc/en/services/barren-ground-caribou/bathurst-herd
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
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o Potential impacts from noise and vibration from road construction and
traffic

o Potential for increased predation due to increased predator mobility along
the road corridor

o Potential impacts of contaminants or bioaccumulation on relative health
o Any changes to migration routes or movement patterns
o Any overall changes or risks to calving success rates
o Any overall changes to energy balance
o Potential impacts related to induced developments throughout the year

• Potential impacts on traditional harvesting by Indigenous peoples
• Potential impacts on cultural continuity and food security for Indigenous peoples,

including access to country foods and the ability to harvest in a culturally
appropriate manner

The proponent will assess the above pathways and potential impacts, as described here 
and in NIRB’s final Impact Statement Guidelines. 

3.2  Other Valued Components to assess 

In addition to caribou and harvesting, parties have mentioned a variety of other impacts 
they are concerned about. These are described in the table below.  

The proponent should consider and assess these potential transboundary impacts, using 
the guidance from NIRB and considering which, if any, of the specific pathways NIRB is 
requiring the proponent to assess could also be transboundary. Some of the impacts to 
valued components may be direct in Nunavut and indirect or cumulative in the 
Mackenzie Valley (e.g., habitat disturbance). These potential transboundary direct, 
indirect, and cumulative impacts need to be fully assessed and carried through to the 
end of the assessment to understand what they mean for a holistic understanding of the 
transboundary impacts.  

Valued components Impacts that need to be assessed 

Other wildlife (e.g., moose, 
muskoxen, wolverine, 
wolves, grizzly bears) 

Fragmentation, habitat connectivity, increased mortality 
and nuisance effects (dust and noise) in Nunavut 

 As per MVEIRB’s Reference Bulletin on Consultation and Engagement in Environmental Impact Assessment: 
Understanding MVEIRB’s responsibilities for statutory consultation, MVEIRB assesses impacts on Section 35 Treaty 
and Aboriginal Rights through its assessment of impacts on valued components of the biophysical and human 
environments. 

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/2025-02/consultation-and-engagement-in-eia-2024.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/2025-02/consultation-and-engagement-in-eia-2024.pdf
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Valued components Impacts that need to be assessed 

Birds (especially migratory 
birds) 

impacting behavior, survival rates and population in 
Mackenzie Valley. 

Water, Fish Increased water sedimentation, contamination and 
vulnerability from permafrost disruption and disturbed 
water flows. Permafrost 

Air quality Potential air contaminants 

Traditional food security Reduced availability of clean water and wildlife 

Culture and Traditional 
activities 

Culturally sensitive areas (trails, burial grounds, sacred 
sites) could be damaged; impairment or loss of 
intergenerational transmission of language, knowledge, 
and stewardship practices due to the loss of access to 
clean, productive land and waters); impairment or loss of 
ability to practice traditional activities in a culturally 
appropriate manner to protect Indigenous Rights. 

Health Cultural disconnection, substance abuse, and health 
stressors due to industrialization and community 
exposure; demand on the health system and 
infrastructure (see Section 8 of NIRB’s Revised Draft 
Impact Statement Guidelines.) 

Socio-economic Impacts and opportunities in the Mackenzie Valley, 
including on well-being (individual and community), 
culture, community infrastructure, public services, and 
health and safety. 

4. Conclusion
MVEIRB anticipates that the requirements summarized in this document will result in 
an appropriate assessment of transboundary impacts from the Grays Bay Road and Port 
Project on the people and environment in the Mackenzie Valley of the Northwest 
Territories. MVEIRB encourages West Kitikmeot Resources to continue to engage and 
collaborate with Indigenous Governments and organizations, potentially affected 
communities, and other parties in completing this work. MVEIRB looks forward to an 
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Impact Statement that provides a comprehensive understanding of the proposed Project 
and its potential impacts, for a solid basis for the remainder of the Review. 
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Appendix A: References 
Documents considered for this report: 

• Scoping documents
o 250912-24XN038-Revised Draft Impact Statement Guidelines-OT5E
o 250912-24XN038-Revised Draft Scope List-OT5E
o 250905-24XN038-Public Scoping and IS Guidelines Summary Report-

OT5E
o 251016-24XN038-Public Scoping and IS Guidelines Summary Report

Supplemental-ODOE
• Screening comments

o 241015-24XN038-GNWT Comments-IR1E
o 241025-24XN038-WRRB Comments-IR1E
o 241028-24XN038-BQCMB Comments-IMRE
o 241030-24XN038-Caribou Guardians Coalition Comments-IMRE
o 241030-24XN038-GoC Comments-IR1E
o 241030-24XN038-Tlicho Government Comments-IMRE
o 241031-24XN038-ADNLC Comments-IMRE
o 241030-24XN038-KitIA Comments-IR1E

• Scoping comments
o 250707-24XN038-WRRB Comments-IR1E
o 250715-24XN038-YKDFN Comments-IR1E
o 250716-24XN038-BQCMB Comments-IR1E
o 250716-24XN038-GC Comments-IR2E
o 250716-24XN038-GNWT Comments-IR2E
o 250716-24XN038-TG Comments-IR2E
o 250725-24XN038-DGG Ltr NIRB Re Project Proposal -IR2E
o 250714-24XN038- KitIA Comment-IR2E
o 250912-24XN038-Comments Table Re Revised Draft Scope and Revised

Draft IS Guidelines-OT5E 
• Nov 4 comments on NIRB’s Revised Draft Impact Statement Guidelines

o 251104-24XN038-GC Comments on R-Draft Impact Statement-IR2E
o 251104-24XN038-KitIA Comments on R-Draft Impact Statement-IR2E
o 251104-24XN038-WKR Comments on R-Draft Impact Statement-IR2E
o 251104-24XN038-YKDFN Comments on R-Draft Impact Statement-IR2E
o 251105-24XN038-24XN038-ADNLC Comments on R-Draft Impact

Statement-IR2E
o 251105-24XN038-BQCMB Comments on R-Draft Impact Statement-IR2E
o 251105-24XN038-GNWT Comments on R-Draft Impact Statement-IR2E
o 251105-24XN038-GTC Comments on R-Draft Impact Statement-IR2E

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-revised-draft-scope-list-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250905-24xn038-public-scoping-and-is-guidelines-summary-report-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250905-24xn038-public-scoping-and-is-guidelines-summary-report-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/251016-24xn038-public-scoping-and-is-guidelines-summary-report-supplemental-odoe.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/251016-24xn038-public-scoping-and-is-guidelines-summary-report-supplemental-odoe.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/parties-screening-comments.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/parties-scoping-comments.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-comments-table-re-revised-draft-scope-and-revised-draft-is-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/250912-24xn038-comments-table-re-revised-draft-scope-and-revised-draft-is-guidelines-ot5e.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/parties-scoping-comments-from-nov-4-2025.pdf
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• Others
o EISC - Grays Bay Draft Impact Statement Guidelines Review
o Letter of introduction from EIRB to NIRB and MVEIRB
o Dolphin and Union Caribou Status Report - April 2023
o YKDFN to MVEIRB - Feedback on the Revised Draft Supplemental

Transboundary Report 
o GTC Discussion Points and Final Questions for the MVEIRB

Workshop_08.12.2025 
o Transboundary Engagement Workshop Summary Report (to be released

soon)

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/251028-eisc_grays-bay-draft-impact-statement-guidelines-review-1.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/letter-of-introduction-to-nirb-and-mveirb.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/dolphin_and_union_caribou_status_report_final_april2023.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/2025-12-09-lt-ykdfn-to-mveirb-re-feedback-on-the-revised-draft-supplemental-transboundary-report.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/2025-12-09-lt-ykdfn-to-mveirb-re-feedback-on-the-revised-draft-supplemental-transboundary-report.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/gtc-discussion-points-and-final-questions_mveirb-workshop_08.12.2025.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/gtc-discussion-points-and-final-questions_mveirb-workshop_08.12.2025.pdf



