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Catherine Fairbairn  December 22, 2025 
Senior Environmental Assessment Advisor  
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board  DELIVERED VIA EMAIL 
200 SCOTIA CENTRE 5102-50th AVENUE 
PO BOX 938 
YELLOWKNIFE, NT  X1A 2N7  
 
Dear Ms. Fairbairn: 
 
Update on Engagement with Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated and 
Pehdzéh Kı̨́ First Nation on the Developer’s Assessment Report Addenda Timeline - 
Mackenzie Valley Highway Environmental Assessment (EA1213-02) 
 
The Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) would like to provide an update 
regarding the GNWT’s requested extension for submission of the Developer’s Assessment 
Report Addenda (DARA) on the Mackenzie Valley Highway (MVH) project. 
 
On November 12, 2025, representatives from the GNWT, Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated (SSI) 
and the Pehdzéh Kı̨́ First Nation (PKFN), as well as MLA McNeely, met to discuss the recent 
letters from SSI and MLA McNeely submitted to the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact 
Review Board (MVEIRB; PR407 and 408, respectively), outlining concerns with the GNWT’s 
proposed DARA submission date of July 31, 2026. 
 
During the meeting, the SSI emphasized the urgency of advancing the MVH to address 
significant cost-of-living challenges in the region. PKFN acknowledged the importance of this 
need but also stressed the need to advance the project in a proper and responsible manner. The 
GNWT and PKFN provided an overview to SSI and MLA McNeely of the workplan to develop a 
hybrid route, which is central to addressing concerns raised by PKFN. The outcomes of this 
hybrid discussion will inform material incorporated into the Developer’s Assessment Report 
(DARA), which will take some time to finalize. 
 
Following the Steering Committee discussion, the GNWT wishes to advise the MVEIRB that it 
intends to submit the DARA by July 31, 2026. The GNWT, in collaboration with PKFN, remains 
committed to completing the necessary work as efficiently as possible. Should any 
opportunities arise to streamline the process and expedite the timeline, the GNWT will 
promptly inform all parties, including MVEIRB. 
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If you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 
myself at (867) 767-9082 ext. 31035, or by email at Michael_Auge@gov.nt.ca. Alternatively, you 
can also reach out to Patricia Coyne, Manager of Mackenzie Valley Highway Environmental 
Affairs at (867) 767-9082 ext. 31033, or by email at Patricia_Coyne@gov.nt.ca. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Auge 
Director, Strategic Infrastructure 
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John MacDonald 
Secretary to Cabinet/Deputy Minister 
Executive and Indigenous Affairs 
 
Shawn McCann 
Deputy Secretary, Indigenous and Intergovernmental Affairs 
Executive and Indigenous Affairs 
 
JoAnne Deneron  
Chairperson 
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 
 
Mark Cliffe-Phillips  
Executive Director 
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 
 
Robert Jenkins  
Deputy Minister 
Environment and Climate Change 
 
Gaeleen MacPherson  
Associate Deputy Minister 
Infrastructure 
 
Nathen Richea 
Assistant Deputy Minister  
Environment and Climate Change 
 
Kim Wickens 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Energy and Strategic Infrastructure 
Infrastructure 
 
Lorraine Seale  
Director, Impact Assessment and Security Management 
Environment and Climate Change 
 
Shannon Allerston  
Senior Project Manager, Northern Projects Management Office 
Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency 
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Giannina Karki 
Project Officer, Northern Projects Management Office 
Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency 
 
Danny McNeely 
MLA Sahtu 
 
Derek Sutherland 
Band Manager  
Pehdzéh Kı̨́ First Nation 
 
Patricia Coyne 
Manager, Mackenzie Valley Environmental Affairs  
Infrastructure 
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