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Łı́ ı́ dlı̨ ı̨  Kų́ę́  First Nation (LKFN; the Nation) conducted a Dene Knowledge Study (the Study) related to 
the proposed Mackenzie Valley Highway from Wrigley to Tulita and Norman Wells (the Project) in 
2024. A total of 47 LKFN community members participated in the Study, including 20 one-on-one 
interviewees and 27 workshop participants.  

The proposed Project is located within the shared Dene territory of LKFN, including a portion of the 
Dehcho Region, which remains unceded and under negotiation. LKFN conducted this Study as part 
of the process to assess the scope and magnitude of impacts from the Project on LKFN Aboriginal 
and Treaty rights and interests. The Study documents and provides Dene Knowledge and evidence 
of LKFN community members’ use and occupancy of the lands and waters near the Project site to 
inform current planning, assessment, mitigation measures, monitoring, and future 
operations/maintenance of the Project. 

Description of Document 

LKFN’s Study includes the following sections: 

• Executive Summary 
• Study Limitations 
• Introduction 
• Background 
• Definitions and Use for Dene Knowledge, Land Use and Occupancy 
• Methodology 
• Results 

o Mapping and Geographic Data  
▪ Occupancy Sites 
▪ Land Use Sites 
▪ Indigenous Ecological Sites 

o Perspectives on the Project 
▪ Cumulative Effects and Changes to the Environment 
▪ Concerns Related to the Project 
▪ Hopes and Recommendations Related to the Project 



• Conclusion 
• Recommendations 

Interviewees mapped a total of 205 values, covering sites of land use, Indigenous Ecological 
Knowledge, and occupancy; of these, 121 sites were located within the Study Area of the Project. 
Interviewees use the Study Area for hunting, fishing, and gathering of many important resources, and 
noted numerous important cultural sites near the proposed route, including areas sacred to the 
Nation. Participants have extensive knowledge of important ecological habitats in the Study Area. A 
detailed description of the results, including detailed maps, are included in this report.  

LKFN’s Study provides numerous quotations from interviewees expressing the importance of the 
Project area to LKFN. Participants discuss the importance of the Project for northerners while also 
expressing the need for the Project to be properly assessed and for impacted Nations, including 
LKFN to be accommodated. The Study outlines interviewee concerns related to road design and 
services, drugs and alcohol, stress on community resources, impacts to the environment, and 
community and emergency preparedness. The Study further outlines perspectives on 
recommendations on road design and services, social services, environmental protection and 
oversight, consultation and engagement, and community benefits.  

The report concludes with a detailed list of recommendations emerging from the Study.  

 


