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PKFN to MVEIRB Public Registry 

Re EA1213-02: Summaries of Confidential PKFN Indigenous Knowledge documents 

Here are summaries of the 3 documents PKFN submitted confidentially: 

1. “Some PKFN Land Use and Occupancy along MVH Winter Road Route in the Dehcho”  

2. “Some PKFN Indigenous Knowledge about MVH Watercrossing Areas in the Dehcho” 

3. “Some PKFN Moose and Caribou Harvesting along MVH Winter Road Route in the Dehcho”. 
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A. “SOME PKFN INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE ABOUT MVH WATERCROSSING AREAS IN THE 
DEHCHO” 

1. DESCRIPTION OF DOCUMENT 

In this document, we share knowledge about the areas surrounding 8 major MVH watercrossings in the 

Dehcho on the proposed route.  

PKFN identified significant gaps in the GNWT’s “Technical Data Report – Cultural and Traditional Land 

Use” (the TDR) within the Developer’s Assessment Report (the DAR). In response, PKFN authorized a 

study. Elders and knowledge-holders were interviewed in March 2024. Interviews focused on the 

watercrossing areas because PKFN could not conduct a study of the entire Regional Assessment Area. 

The document compares the information that knowledge-holders shared with the information in the 

TDR.  

2. DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS 

Knowledge-holders shared information about the areas surrounding:   

1. Hodgson Creek Bridge (KM 695.6) 

2. Ochre River Bridge (KM 725.7) 

3. Whitesand Creek Bridge (KM 740.3) 

4. Small & Big Strawberry Creek Culverts (KM 748.5 & 748.6) 

5. Vermillion / Ndaa Creek South Bridge (KM 752.3) 

6. Bob’s Canyon Creek Culvert (KM 355.3) 

7. Dam Creek Bridge, (KM 764.8) and  

8. Blackwater Bridge (KM 785.3). 

 

Members explained how these areas are essential to PKFN’s hunting, trapping, harvesting, and spiritual 

practices. They shared:  

a) knowledge about the environment;  

b) knowledge about use and management of the environment; and  

c) PKFN values about the environment.1 

Knowledge-holders shared information about: 

• species,  

• habitat,  

• harvesting,  

 
 

1 MVEIRB, Guidelines for Incorporating Traditional Knowledge into the Environmental Impact Assessment Process, 
2005, p. 6, s. 1.3 (1-3). Accessed May 13, 2024:  
https://reviewboard.ca/process_information/guidance_documentation/guidelines  

https://reviewboard.ca/process_information/guidance_documentation/guidelines
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• cultural and spiritual activities,  

• cultural and spiritual sites including burials,  

• travel (by land and water), 

• water,  

• ground conditions (safety concerns), 

• Dene Zhatie language,  

• laws and protocols about how to behave in sacred locations, and 

• information about how we look after our Ndeh.  

They also described some impacts from the permanent bridges and construction along the winter road, 

including: 

• moose and caribou have declined near some bridges because bridge components make loud 

noises as they expand and contract with changing temperatures, scaring away the moose and 

caribou.2 

• loss of access to a sacred place, making it impossible for members to perform their duties there 

and teach them to young people. 

The report concluded that that the TDR and DAR are missing essential information about PKFN’s:  

• plant access, gathering, and uses; 

• fish and fishing; 

• seasonal travel patterns; 

• seasonal land uses; 

• proven and suspected burial grounds locations; 

• required practices when humans interact with burial grounds; 

• protection and accommodation of sacred sites; 

• discussion of how visitors and newcomers will interact with sacred sites; 

• relationship with the Blackwater area; 

• land management practices,  

• knowledge-holders’ seasonal observations of slope instability at water crossings; 

• knowledge-holders’ observations of species decline near particular water crossings; 

• Dene Zhatie placenames and the information they hold. 

As a result, baseline conditions, impacts, and cumulative impacts are not well understood and mitigation 

measures are not adequate. 

The report also concluded that: 

• Knowledge-holders shared important detail and nuance that is missing in the TDR.  

 
 

2 Described in P370 – PKFN to MVEIRB Information on Moose and Caribou, p. 2. 

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/pr370-pkfn-to-mveirb-information-on-moose-and-caribou.pdf
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• Knowledge-holders have many concerns about protecting hunting, fishing, trapping, gathering, 

and sacred sites. They predict that the project would have a very severe negative impact on 

their hunting, fishing, trapping, and spiritual practices.  

• Knowledge-holders expressed support for an alternative inland route. 

• The gaps in the TDR call into question the GNWT’s conclusions that the project will not cause 

significant long-term and cumulative impacts on cultural and traditional land use. 

• The gaps in the TDR call into question whether the project design will mitigate harmful impacts. 

• The GNWT has defined “adverse impacts” in a way that prevents consideration of PKFN’s 

concerns. 
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A.  “SOME PKFN LAND USE AND OCCUPANCY ALONG MVH WINTER ROAD ROUTE IN THE 
DEHCHO”  

1. DESCRIPTION OF DOCUMENT 

The document shows some PKFN land uses along the winter road route.  

The area analyzed is 100.32km long, starting at the beginning of the proposed MVH and ending at the 

boundary of the Sahtu Dene and Metis Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement. The document shows 

land use locations within 250 metres, 500 metres, and 1000 metres of the proposed route.  

The proposed alignment is compared with PKFN’s land uses using two kinds of analysis, to indicate how 

sensitive the area may be to disturbance. 

a. Proximity analysis. This shows how close features are to each other, such as how close a land 

use site is to the proposed route. Buffered circles and lines indicate the proximity of PKFN land uses.  

b. Density analysis. This shows how many features there are in a specific area, such as how 

many land use sites there are in a particular area. Coloured hexagons indicate PKFN land use density.  

2. DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS 

The document shows traditional activity locations within 250m, 500m, and 1000m of the proposed 

route. It shows the intensity and continuity of PKFN land use along the winter road route, including: 

• over 550 land use points within 1000 metres of the proposed route,  

• over 400km of land user trails within 1000km of the proposed route, 

• over 1800km of trap and snare lines within 1km of the proposed route.  

It also shows overlap between land use locations and proposed MVH borrow source sites. 
 
Documented activities include: fishing, trapping, snaring, hunting (20 species), berry harvesting, 
medicinal plant harvesting, other food plant harvesting, and other traditional activities. 
 
Other locations identified include: traplines, snarelines, trails, cabins, camps, gathering places for 
cultural and spiritual activities, spiritual locations, and burial sites. 
 
It is important to understand what this document does not include. Participants were only asked about 
how and where they use the land. Land users were not asked to identify ecological features, habitat 
information for any species (location, description, or sensitivity), or archaeological sites, for example. 
Interviews did not inquire into users’ vast knowledge about the land, its features, and significance and 
meanings. 
 
The information shows the ongoing significance and sensitivity of these 9 locations:  

1) Hodgson Creek – Medzáh Shih Dehaa; 
2) Mount Gaudet – Peh Tihniɂa; 
3) Ochre River – Tsia Deha; 
4) White Sand Creek – Gahlia Deh; 
5) Strawberry Creek – Dahkáá Deha; 
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6) Vermillion Creek – Kéinda Deha; 
7) Bob's Canyon Creek; 
8) Dam Creek – Éha Deha; 
9) Unidentified Creek; and 
10) Blackwater River – Ti K'ee Tí Deh. 
 
Except for Mount Gaudet (Peh Tihniɂa), each of these locations is where these watercourses approach 
and join the Dehcho. All 9 are centres of high bio-cultural diversity. 
 
The proposed route crosses the majority of PKFN’s documented land use locations within this area, 
demonstrating that there would be significant negative impacts on PKFN harvesting, land use, and 
occupancy if the proposed route and associated infrastructure were built.  
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B. “SOME PKFN MOOSE AND CARIBOU HARVESTING ALONG MVH WINTER ROAD ROUTE IN THE 
DEHCHO” 

1. DESCRIPTION OF DOCUMENT 

This document uses the same harvester and land user information in document 2 (“Some PKFN 

Indigenous Knowledge about MVH Watercrossing Areas in the Dehcho”) but only presents proximity and 

density analysis about moose and caribou hunting, within 250 metres, 500 metres, and 1000 metres of 

the proposed route.  

Appendix A provides some visual habitat information that members shared with external consultants 

such as Dessau for the MVH Project Description Report. We caution that this information must be 

interpreted carefully. The consultants indicated some habitat information as points, which cannot 

indicate the actual area. We welcome any questions.  

This document and appendix were prepared to support the Review Board’s key line of inquiry regarding 

caribou, moose and harvesting. We have explained in past correspondence how our members anticipate 

that changing from a winter road to an all-season road in this area will disrupt moose and caribou with 

significant negative impacts for PKFN.3 

2. DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS 

The document shows over 60 moose, barren-ground caribou, and boreal caribou harvesting sites within 

1000m of the proposed route. The appendix also shows overlap between vital harvesting and habitat 

areas, and proposed borrow source sites.  

C. INFORMATION LIMITS AND VALIDITY 

It is safe to assume that our land use and occupancy is higher than described in these 3 documents. 

Many harvesters were unable to attend interviews because they were out on the land at the time. 

However, the information comes from representative samples of our members and has been validated. 

The documents clearly show our ongoing consistent land use and occupation throughout the Project 

area since before the signing of Treaty 11 in 1921. They also document the irreplaceable importance of 

the creeks and rivers as they meet the Dehcho, and their surrounding areas. 

Due to capacity constraints and researcher availability, PKFN has not yet been able to conduct a 

comprehensive study with all our land users and harvesters to identify the full extent of the proposed 

highway’s impacts on our N’deh, community, and abilities to exercise our rights. PKFN continues to work 

toward this goal.  

 

 
 

3 P370 – PKFN to MVEIRB Information on Moose and Caribou, 

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/pr370-pkfn-to-mveirb-information-on-moose-and-caribou.pdf
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