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FW: Review of Proposed Realignment of MVH Wrigley to Blackwater.

From Daniel McNeely <Daniel_McNeely@ntassembly.ca>

Date Tue 5/13/2025 9:24 AM

To  Catherine Fairbairn <cfairbairn@reviewboard.ca>

Cc  Mark Cliffe-Phillips <mcliffephillips@reviewboard.ca>; Greg Nasogaluak <Greg_Nasogaluak@ntassembly.ca>

Subject: Review of Proposed Realignment of MVH Wrigley to Blackwater. Place on registry
Dear MVEIRB

My review of the proposed realignment is provided below. It is intended to provide an arms-length
overview of the key points and potential synergies that should be addressed and confirmed during a
formal review of the Pedzéh K First Nation proposal.

Comments on Proposed Realignment of MVH from Wrigley to Blackwater

On April 09, 2025, the GNWT requested a two-month extension from the April 11, 2025 deadline for
submitting it's DAR Addendum and remaining Information Request (IR) responses. It requested this
extension to allow the GNWT enough time to fully consider an alternative alignment presented in the
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation (PKFN) report submitted March 04, 2025. Enbridge supplied LiDAR data to
support the PKFN report including potential granular sources.

The GNWT indicated it would continue to submit IR responses that are unrelated to the alignment as
those responses are available.

On April 10, 2025, the Pedzéh K First Nation submitted a formal request to the MVEIRB seeking a 2-
month extension to consider realigning the currently proposed 102 km Mackenzie Valley Highway ROW
from Wrigley to Blackwater away from the current winter road to higher and less sensitive ground
adjoining the existing Enbridge Pipeline ROW. This adds 8 km of road to the project.

The urgent need to complete the all-weather Mackenzie Valley Highway from Wrigley to Norman Wells
requires approaches that accelerate approvals, minimize time and cost, optimize construction, limit long-
term environmental risk and disturbance, and avoid areas of traditional and spiritual importance.
Although the current proposal follows the winter road, a route originally chosen by CN
Telecommunications for installation of a telegraph line in the 1960’s, an all-weather highway confronts
entirely different issues and considerations.

In my opinion, the potential benefits of a realignment presented in the Maskwa Engineering Ltd./Delta
Engineering Ltd. November 2024 study, reaffirmed in the PKFN report “A Study on Physical Viability”,
warrant serious consideration be given to the proposal before making a final decision on the all-weather
highway right of way.

Re-aligning the proposed ROW closer to borrow sources will reduce costs, expedite construction
schedules, and provide identified borrow sites for future maintenance.

Based on my experience, the rationale for and benefits from a re-alignment appear to make a lot of
sense.

1. Alignment - proposed realignment adjoining the Enbridge Pipeline supports a corridor concept,
reducing collective environmental impacts and disruption of wildlife movement while simplifying
regulatory approvals and oversight.

2. Environmental impact - expands existing ROW rather than creating a new 60-meter wide clearcut.
Alpine meadow and sparse forest simplify ROW development.

3. Design — “cut and fill” design rather than “fill only” significantly reduces the need for gravel pits and
haulage during initial construction and for longer term maintenance. Granular material required is
reduced from an estimated 4.4 m M3 to 2.1 m M3.



4. Bridges — locating bridges upstream requires 8 new bridges but reduces their size and cost and
likely simplifies foundations and reduces maintenance due to soil erosion.

5. Construction - higher and less sensitive ground with more stable slopes, granular solil, less ice in
the soil, lower peak water flows, and reduced erosion reduces capital and operating costs and
accelerates construction.

6. Risk — avoids and mitigates potential for environmental risks and river contamination from erosion,
fuel spills, accidents.

7. Traditional Land Use — avoids sensitive spiritual, cultural and traditional land use locations such as
water crossing and bridges along the current winter-road. Tourist traffic will benefit from camping
areas and improved sight lines at higher elevations while staying away from sensitive areas.

8. Cost considerations - The Maskwa/Delta report estimates the 110 km will cost $510 million
($2024) - $290.3 million for 8 bridges and $219.7 million for road construction ($2 m/km). This
compares to Ernst and Young’s 2025 estimate of $346.8 million based on $3.4 m/km for 102 km of
road construction, a saving of $127 million. Note that changes in bridge costs must also be
addressed in assessing final cost implications.

9. The proposed realignment is complementary to the Dehcho Land Use Plan, following the special
transportation corridor

Respectfully,

Daniel McNeely
MLA, Sahtu



