Pehdzeh Ki First Nation
~agh - Pehdzeh KiF

/

PEHDZIEH K Wrigley, NT XOE 1EQ
—FIRS T INATTIONE- Phone: 867-581-3321
S Toll Free: 1-855-813-5223
Fax: 867-581-39
Band 756

February 19, 2025

To the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board,
Re PKFN Indigenous knowledge and alternate routing

I would like to inform the Review Board why PKFN has not yet submitted more detailed
information regarding our land use, sensitive locations, and proposed alternate MVH
route.

PKFN members, knowledge-keepers, and leaders are in a difficult situation. We have
responsibilities to protect and use our knowledge according to our Dene laws. Some
information is not meant to be shared or even spoken about except in very particular
circumstances. Some of our Indigenous knowledge has been documented in the past,

We understand that the Review Board offers opportunities to share information using a
confidentiality process. We have also prepared a confidentiality agreement with the
GNWT. However, there are limits to the protections.

The Supreme Court of British Columbia commented on a similar situation in Yahey v
British Columbia, 2018 BCSC 123. The Court stated that ‘confidentiality is essential” to
maintain a ‘relationship of trust” between an Indigenous government and its members
regarding Indigenous knowledge. If members do not trust how their knowledge will be



used, they will not share it. it is in the public interest to protect this relationship of trust,
because without it, consultation is not possible (paragraph 24),

This predicament has caused distress. We have been meeting as a community to
address these serious concerns.

I look forward to updating you further as soon as possible,

Mahsi,

Chief Jamie Moses




