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EA2425-02

EA2526-01
July 25, 2025

Notice of Proceeding

Continued Operations, and Closure and Reclamation
Imperial Oil NWT Ltd. (Imperial), Norman Wells

Re: Online review of Imperial’s Norman Wells Operations 1) draft EA Terms of Reference
for continued operations (EA2425-02), and 2) draft document for scoping closure (EA2526-
01)

1. Online Review of draft scoping documents

The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Review Board (the Board) has
prepared draft scoping documents for the environmental assessments (EAs) of 1) the
continued operations and 2) closure and reclamation of Imperial’s Norman Wells Proven
Area.! These EAs are related but separate Review Board proceedings. The documents are:

1. adraft Terms of Reference for the Operations EA (ORS link) and
2. adraft scoping document for the Closure EA (ORS link).

These draft documents were based on:

e information from the public record, including from past and ongoing regulatory
proceedings, and

e the concerns expressed at scoping meetings recently held by the Review Board in Fort
Good Hope (PR#16) and Norman Wells (PR#17).

Why are these documents different?

1 These EAs are EA2425-02 (Norman Wells Operations) and EA2526-01 (which will assess closure and
reclamation). To avoid confusion, the Review Board is renaming EA2526-01 "Closure and Reclamation -
Imperial’s Norman Wells Facilities". For simplicity, in this document, Review Board will refer to EA2425-02 as
the “Operations EA” and to EA 2526-01 as the “Closure EA”.
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https://new.onlinereviewsystem.ca/review/BFD21EA2-0B68-F011-8DCA-0022483DCAB3
https://new.onlinereviewsystem.ca/review/B0F4D9FA-A469-F011-8DCA-0022483DCAB3
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/summary-of-community-scoping-session-in-fort-good-hope_june-24.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/summary-of-community-scoping-session-in-norman-wells_june-25.pdf
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For the Operations EA, Imperial was able to provide a detailed understanding of the activities
involved in continuing its current operations. With this understanding of the development,
the Review Board was able to draft a Terms of Reference asking detailed questions about
impacts.

For the Closure EA, there are a variety of closure options, many elements of the final project
description are still unknown, and not all the locations and contaminants have been identified
yet. The Review Board therefore was not yet able to produce a draft Terms of Reference, as
it did for the Operations EA. Instead, it is releasing a draft Scoping Document for Closure,
which proposes to follow a two-part approach.

1. The Review Board will first facilitate a collaborative and inclusive approach to closure
planning. This approach will allow Imperial to consider the views of parties when it
develops it's updated closure and reclamation plan.

2. The Review Board will then assess the impacts of Imperial's updated proposal for
closure and reclamation.

The Review Board would like parties’ comments

The Board invites parties to comment on both documents by October 17t", 2025, using the
Online Review System. Imperial will have the opportunity to respond to public comments
(date TBC).

The Board is releasing these early drafts ahead of upcoming scoping sessions this fall in
Tulit’a, Déline, Tsiigehtchic, Inuvik and Yellowknife, to:

1. give parties relevant information during the scoping process, and

2. get feedback to further inform the final Terms of Reference for the Operations EA, and
the next phases of scoping for the Closure EA.

The Board will provide more information, including dates, for the upcoming scoping sessions
in the coming weeks.

The Board is seeking feedback on incorporating the Line 490 EA into the Operations EA

The Review Board is conducting a third EA on Imperial’s facilities in the Norman Wells
Proven Area. This EA focuses on Imperial’s proposed Line 490 Replacement Project (EA2425-
01). Imperial requested that the Board adjourn the Line 490 EA on May 1, 2025. The Board
adjourned the EA on May 8th.

During our scoping sessions in Fort Good Hope and Norman Wells on the Operations and
Closure EAs, community members emphasized that ongoing operations of the Norman Wells
oilfield should include repairs, and that replacing Line 490 is part of that. The Review Board is
therefore including Line 490 in the draft Terms of Reference for the Operations EA for parties
to comment on. The Board expects that this will make it easier for parties to look at the
entire operation, while still thoroughly assessing the impacts of the Line 490 replacement.
The Board also expects that this should reduce parties’ confusion between the different EAs.
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https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/request-for-ruling-ea2425-01-adjournment-2025-05-01.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/letter-with-decision-and-reasons-on-adjournment.pdf
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The draft Terms of Reference for the Operations EA shows parties how that Terms of Reference
would look if the Line 490 repair was included, but the Review Board has not yet made a
decision on this. The Review Board will consider any comments from parties before it decides
on this. Line 490 is still an active EA,; its inclusion in the draft Terms of Reference does not
mean that the Review Board has decided to merge the Line 490 EA with the Operations EA.

2. Next steps for scoping documents

The Board will update the draft Terms of Reference for Operations and the scoping document
for Closure considering what we hear at future scoping sessions, and the feedback received
on the Online Review System. Updated versions of the documents will also be posted for
review and comment.

If you have any questions please contact: Melissa Pink, Senior Environmental Assessment
Advisor at mpink@reviewboard.ca, 867-766-7052 or Simon Toogood, Senior Environmental
Assessment Advisor at stoogood@reviewboard.ca, 867-766-7053.
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