Mackenzie Valley ¢

Review Board -\

EA2425-02
EA2526-01
August 19, 2025

Notice of Proceeding

Norman Wells Operations, and Closure and Reclamation of the
Norman Wells Facilities

Re: Community scoping sessions in Tulit’a, Déline, Inuvik and Tsiigehtchic, and technical
scoping session in Yellowknife.

This Notice of Proceeding describes further scoping activities for the environmental
assessments (EAs) of Imperial’'s Norman Wells Operations (Operations EA) and Closure and
Reclamation of the Norman Wells Facilities (Closure EA). The scoping of these two
interconnected EAs will be coordinated and phased.

1. Scoping sessions
The Review Board will hold community scoping sessions in September including:

Tulit'a on Tuesday Sept 9

Déline on Wednesday Sept 10
Tsiigehtshic on Thursday Sept 25
Inuvik on Friday Sept 26

The Review Board will also host a technical scoping session in Yellowknife on Sept 16 - 18.

Scoping sessions help the Review Board identify and prioritize issues that we should focus
on in the environmental assessments.

e In the community scoping sessions, we hope to hear primarily from community
members and leadership.

¢ In the technical scoping sessions, we hope to hear primarily from technical subject
experts in government departments and agencies.
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The Review Board has also released a draft Terms of Reference for the Operations EA, and a
draft Scoping Document for the closure EA.! These documents include many issues the Review
Board heard in the community sessions it held in K’ahsho Got'ine (Fort Good Hope) on June
24,2025, and in Ttegéhti (Norman Wells) June 25, 2025. Parties participating in the
upcoming scoping sessions should review the Summary reports of what participants told the
Review Board at each session:

e Summary of community scoping session in Fort Good Hope
e Summary of community scoping in Norman Wells

At the upcoming sessions, parties are encouraged to tell the Review Board if they agree with
the issues identified. Participants may suggest changes to the draft Terms of Reference or
draft Scoping Document or identify any other issues they would like the Review Board to
consider in these environmental assessments.

Imperial will be at all scoping sessions to provide information and answer questions about the
operations of the oilfield, and its interim plans for proposed closure.

We welcome the submission of Traditional Knowledge at any time in our proceedings.
Sometimes Indigenous parties might share their Traditional Knowledge at the technical
scoping sessions, but it is usually shared at the community scoping sessions, where
interpretation services will be provided.

2. Next steps

The Review Board will host a virtual meeting on Thursday, August 28 to describe the
sessions, ask parties what topics they are interested in addressing at the scoping sessions,
and to discuss logistics. The Review Board will provide detailed agendas before the sessions.

3. Supporting information

The Review Board is coordinating scoping activities for these EAs. The Review Board would
like to examine connections between Imperial’s operations activities and closure activities. A

1 This document is out for public review on the Online Review System linked here: Draft Scoping Document
review
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https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/draft-terms-of-referece-norman-wells-operations-july-25-2025.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/draft-imperial-closure-scoping-document-july-25-2025.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/summary-of-community-scoping-session-in-fort-good-hope_june-24.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/summary-of-community-scoping-session-in-norman-wells_june-25.pdf
https://new.onlinereviewsystem.ca/review/B0F4D9FA-A469-F011-8DCA-0022483DCAB3
https://new.onlinereviewsystem.ca/review/B0F4D9FA-A469-F011-8DCA-0022483DCAB3
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holistic and comprehensive scoping of closure and the remaining operations should promote
efficiency, avoid duplication, and improve the EA processes for all parties.234

3.10perations EA

To prepare for the scoping sessions, parties should review the Review Board’s draft Terms of
Reference for the Operations EA.> This will allow parties to confirm the issues that the Review
Board heard during previous scoping sessions in Fort Good hope and Norman Wells about
what issues matter most. The Review Board will update the draft Terms of Reference based on
what it hears during the scoping sessions in September. Participants at the September
sessions will have a chance to review and comment on the updated draft before the Review
Board finalizes it.

The Terms of Reference lists detailed questions for Imperial to answer in its Developer’s
Assessment Report. Many of these usually come from community and technical scoping
sessions. The Terms of Reference includes the assessment principles and specific requirements
for Imperial’s Developer’s Assessment Report. It is a guideline for Imperial to follow when it
makes its predictions of the potential impacts. The Terms of Reference also describes the
scope of the environmental assessment for a proposed project- what is being assessed, and
how broadly the Review Board will assess it. The predictions and views from the developer
will be thoroughly evaluated and assessed during the EA.

3.2Closure EA

Reviewing the Review Board’s draft Scoping Document for the closure EA will also help parties
prepare for the scoping sessions.¢ It describes the Review Board’s proposed approach for
assessing Imperial’s project closure. The approach includes Imperial developing an updated
and detailed project proposal (through a comprehensive and inclusive scoping phase
facilitated by the Review Board), and general steps to assess the impacts of the closure and
reclamation of the Norman Wells oilfield. The Review Board welcomes any comments on the
proposed process during the scoping sessions.

2 See the Review Board Decision with Reasons here:
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project document/Final%20Reasons%20for%20Decision%20Dec%204%202024.pdf

S https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project document/2025-03-31-imperial-norman-wells-operations-closure-and-reclamation-
environmental-assessment-self-referral-1.pdf

“https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project document/Letter%20to%20MVEIRB%20re%20Notice%200f%20Application%20Withd

rawal%20%28EA2223-01%29.pdf

°> This document is out for public review on the Online Review System linked here: Review of Draft ToR

6 This document is out for public review on the Online Review System linked here: Draft Scoping Document review
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https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/draft-terms-of-referece-norman-wells-operations-july-25-2025.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/draft-terms-of-referece-norman-wells-operations-july-25-2025.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/draft-imperial-closure-scoping-document-july-25-2025.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/Final%20Reasons%20for%20Decision%20Dec%204%202024.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/2025-03-31-imperial-norman-wells-operations-closure-and-reclamation-environmental-assessment-self-referral-1.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/2025-03-31-imperial-norman-wells-operations-closure-and-reclamation-environmental-assessment-self-referral-1.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/Letter%20to%20MVEIRB%20re%20Notice%20of%20Application%20Withdrawal%20%28EA2223-01%29.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/Letter%20to%20MVEIRB%20re%20Notice%20of%20Application%20Withdrawal%20%28EA2223-01%29.pdf
https://new.onlinereviewsystem.ca/review/BFD21EA2-0B68-F011-8DCA-0022483DCAB3
https://new.onlinereviewsystem.ca/review/B0F4D9FA-A469-F011-8DCA-0022483DCAB3
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If you have any questions please contact: Melissa Pink, Senior Environmental Assessment
Advisor at mpink@reviewboard.ca, 867-766-7052 or Simon Toogood, Senior Environmental
Assessment Advisor at stoogood@reviewboard.ca, 867-766-7053.
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