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EA2425-01 

April 17, 2025 

Notice of Proceeding 
Hearing Phase of the Environmental Assessment  

Preparing for Public Hearings 
 

Line 490 Replacement project, Imperial Oil Resources NWT Ltd.  

1. Overview  
The environmental assessment of Imperial’s Line 490 Replacement Project is entering the 
hearing phase. This notice of proceeding is intended to help parties prepare for this phase by 
providing an overview of the next steps and how to prepare for them.  

Important components of each of these steps include:  

A. Written interventions (Section 2 below)  
• Submission of Intervener Status Form  
• Submission of interventions  
• Developer response to interventions  

B. Public hearings (Section 3 below)  
• Pre-hearing conference 
• Submission of public hearing presentations   
• Public hearings (community vs formal)  
• Undertakings  

C. Closing arguments (Section 4 below)  
• Closing arguments from parties  
• Closing arguments from the developer 

Below are some important deadlines: 

 

Applications for intervenor status deadline  April 23, 2025 

Pre-hearing conference April 23, 2025 

Interventions from intervenors May 30, 2025 

Developer’s responses to interventions May 7, 2025 
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Intervenor presentations due May 13, 2025 

Developer presentation due May 16, 2025 

Community hearing in Fort Good Hope May 21, 2025 

Public hearing in Norman Wells May 22, 2025 

Undertakings  May 2025 

Closing arguments from parties and developer June 2025 

Closure of public record July 2025 

1.1 Direction on the Rules of Procedure: Timing of public hearings 
As described in the Rules of Procedure the Review Board should hold hearings no less than 
90 days after Notice of a Hearing. For this environmental assessment, the Review Board has 
decided to use its discretion to vary the number of days so that we can hold these hearings at 
the preferred time for parties and the developer.  

1.2 Intervenor status 
To participate in the hearings as intervenors in the hearing phase of this Environmental 
Assessment (EA), parties can apply for intervenor status. Parties granted intervenor status will 
be referred to as "intervenors." Those who do not apply for intervenor status can still 
participate as parties. Members of the public can also participate. Intervenors and parties 
have different roles and responsibilities: 

 
 

Role or Responsibility 
Parties 
(and 
public) 

Intervenors 

Submitting a written intervention   X 
Presenting the intervention at the hearing  X 
Questioning other parties and be questioned at the hearing  X 
Opportunity to speak directly to the Review Board at the hearing X X 
Submitting written closing arguments X X 
Request rulings from the Board during the hearing phase  X 

 

 

 Following Rule 8 of the Rules of Procedure, the Review Board may, by its own motion, or on a request for ruling 
by a party under Rule 52, supplement, vary, or dispense with the Rules by issuing a Direction on the Rules. 

https://reviewboard.ca/file/2584/download?token=sRwF_tKr
https://reviewboard.ca/file/2584/download?token=sRwF_tKr
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Anyone wishing to apply for intervenor status may submit a request form by April 23, 2025. 

The Intervenor application form can be found at the following link, Request for Intervenor 
Status, application.  

Indigenous groups and organizations can submit written requests for intervenor status to the 
Review Board. Filling out the Request for Intervenor Status application is not required for these 
groups.  

1.3 Public participation  
The Review Board welcomes contributions from the public during the hearing phase. Parties 
and members of the public may submit written comments to the Review Board for inclusion 
on the public registry. 

Community hearings are intended for parties and the public to speak directly to the Review 
Board. At the Chair’s discretion, the public may also question the developer and 
representatives from intervenors at the community hearings, but not at public “formal” 
hearings. Questions must be relevant to the scope of the environmental assessment. 

Time in each public hearing will be set aside for members of the public to present their views 
directly to the Review Board. Members of the public that wish to speak are asked to sign in 
with Review Board staff at the hearing each day.  

2. Interventions 
Written interventions are the last submission by intervenors prior to the public hearing. Your 
intervention should discuss all the issues in this EA that your organization believes are most 
important for the Board’s EA decision.  Interventions must be relevant to the scope of the EA. 
Please see the Review Board’s Scope of Environmental Assessment and Reasons for Decision 
document (PR#48) 

For each issue that you identify and want to bring to the Board’s attention, it is important to 
do so clearly and concisely. The following are suggestions to help you provide a good 
intervention. your argument should:  

• state the developer’s conclusions relating to the issue (reference the public registry 
number)  

• state your predictions of the impacts of the project on the environment or people, and if 
applicable, why they are different from the developers’ predictions  

• describe your organization’s conclusions on potentially adverse impacts of the project on 
the environment or people, and whether, in your view, those impacts are significant 

• provide your reasons clearly with enough detail to support your organizational findings  
• provide your recommendations and any mitigation measures your organization suggests 

to reduce or avoid impacts so that they are no longer significant  
• state whether, in your view, if your recommended mitigation is not implemented, would 

the impacts (after the mitigations proposed by the developer) be significant or 
unacceptable to your organization. 

https://reviewboard.ca/file/1183/download?token=D7Jn-TbX
https://reviewboard.ca/file/1183/download?token=D7Jn-TbX
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/PR49%2C%20Scope%20of%20Environmental%20Assessment%20and%20Reasons%20for%20Decision%20Dec%2011%2C%202024.pdf
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Your intervention should be crafted in a way that conveys your organization’s views and 
evidence. The format of interventions may vary between groups. All interventions should 
include: 

• a one-page non-technical summary that makes clear, plain language statements  
• a brief summary of the mandate of the organization  

2.1 Review Board Instructional Videos 
To help intervenors prepare for participation in public hearings the Review Board has 
developed guidance. This includes short videos that describe the process and tips on how to 
participate effectively.  

Below are videos about interventions and are tailored for specific intervenors: 

• Interventions – for Indigenous Governments 
• Interventions – for Federal and Territorial Governments 
• Interventions – for developers 

2.2 Pre-hearing conference  

A pre-hearing conference will be held with parties, the developer, Review Board staff, and 
legal counsel on April 23, 2025. The purpose of this meeting is to provide guidance on 
preparing interventions, and to ensure that all parties and the developer have a shared 
understanding of roles, responsibilities, expectations, and logistical arrangements for the 
hearings. Review Board members will not attend the pre-hearing conference. This meeting 
will cover: 

• preparing written interventions and presentation  
• preliminary legal or procedural issues  
• the hearing format  
• the Review Board’s expectations of parties, interveners, and the developer  

A pre-hearing conference agenda will be provided separately and posted on the public 
registry. There will be an additional meeting closer to the hearing date to discuss:  

• the hearing agenda  
• timing and sequencing for hearing presentations and questioning  
• the approximate number of representatives from each party and intervener 

3. Public Hearings 
Public hearings allow Review Board members to hear directly from intervenors, parties, the 
developer, and members of the public about what issues they are most concerned about in 
this EA and what mitigations, if any, could help to reduce impacts of the project on the 
environment. This helps the Review Board determine whether a project is likely to have 
significant adverse impacts on people or the environment. The Review Board typically holds 
two types of public hearings: community hearings and ‘formal’ hearings. For this EA the 
Review Board is planning on holding both community public hearings and ‘formal’ public 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXnFFzKXkFY&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3IzQe6g_J0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CVKA_YWe3o
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hearings. Both will have simultaneous interpretation and will be transcribed. Transcripts will 
be posted to the public registry as soon as possible, with the intent that they are available for 
review the day following the hearings. 

Each type of hearing is described below. 

3.1 Community Public Hearings 
Community public hearings are intended for the public to speak directly to the Review Board 
members. An overview of the process during a typical community hearing is: 

• Opening remarks by the Review Board Chair;  
• The Chief or community representative(s) may present an opening welcome; 
• The developer briefly describes the project; 
• Community members have an opportunity to share their views with the Review Board; 

and, 
• At the Chair’s discretion, community members may ask questions to the developer and 

any party representatives in attendance. 

3.2 Public Hearings 
Public “formal” hearings allow Review Board members to hear directly from intervenors, 
parties and the developer about what issues they are most concerned about in this EA and 
what mitigations, if any, might help to reduce impacts of the project on the environment. This 
helps the Review Board determine whether a project is likely to have significant adverse 
impacts on people or the environment, or is likely to be a cause of significant concern.  

The public hearing is intended primarily for intervenors. However, time in each public hearing 
will be set aside for parties (including members of the public) to present their views directly 
to the Review Board. Members of the public are asked to sign-in with Review Board staff on 
each hearing day if they wish to speak. Please note that parties and members of the public 
will not be permitted to ask questions to the developer or interveners during the ‘formal’ 
hearings (unlike at the community hearings).  

Below are links for short videos on how to effectively participate in public hearings: 

• Hearings – for Indigenous Governments 
• Hearings – for Federal and Territorial Governments 
• Hearings – for developers 

3.3 Presenting the intervention at the hearing 
Intervenors and the developer must submit hearing presentations that summarize their 
interventions. Your presentation should summarize your interventions in a clear, concise, and 
easy to understand way, and should not contain new evidence.  

• The deadline for intervenors’ presentations is May 13, 2025.  
• The deadline for the developer’s presentation May 16, 2025. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UMrnYRbdS8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86tcfleCLt8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePF5_Iui6zM
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Intervenors and the developer may want to start preparing their presentations early, to meet 
the timelines in the workplan. Details about which topics will be presented on which days will 
be determined by the Review Board closer to the hearing date. 

The Review Board strongly encourages intervenor’s hearing presentations to be brief and 
focused. This will leave enough time for questioning by other participants. More information 
about hearing presentations can be found on the Review Board’s website. 

4. Closing Arguments 
After completed hearing undertakings are posted to the public record, intervenors can submit 
written closing arguments to the Review Board.  Closing arguments are an opportunity for 
intervenors to:  

• update their positions and recommendations based on the discussions at the hearings 
or the contents of the hearing undertakings; and 

• summarize their final views on potential impacts and recommendations to the Review 
Board.  

Written closing arguments must not contain any new evidence and must be based entirely 
on evidence already on the public record. The developer will also be given the opportunity to 
make a closing argument to the Review Board after interveners’ closing arguments. 
Instructions for submitting closing arguments will be provided separately and posted to the 
public registry. 

5. Contact information  
For questions or more information, please contact:  

• Simon Toogood, Senior Environmental Assessment Advisor at (867) 766-7053 or 
stoogood@reviewboard.ca, or  

• Malorey Nirlungayuk, Environmental Assessment Advisor at (867) 766-7058 
or mnirlungayuk@reviewboard.ca  

 

 
 Parties or individuals that are not interveners are able to write to the Review Board with their final views on the project at 

this time as well. These submissions may be weighed differently than closing arguments, which have been developed 
following full participation of interveners in the hearing phase, including written interventions, hearing presentations, and 
questioning.  

https://reviewboard.ca/upload/ref_library/Public_hearing_tipsguide_1240350117.pdf
mailto:stoogood@reviewboard.ca
mailto:mnirlungayuk@reviewboard.ca
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