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EA2425-01 

April 29, 2025 

Notice of Proceeding 
 

EA2425-01, Line 490 Replacement Project, Imperial Oil NWT Ltd. 
RE: K’ahsho Got’ine Committee (KGC) request for extension, submission of written 
intervention. 
On April 14, 2025, KGC requested an extension to submit its written intervention. To decide 
on this request the Review Board asked Imperial if it could accommodate KGC’s request. 
Imperial requested more information about what topics and information KGC intends to 
include in its intervention. In response, KGC provided a summary of its intervention to the 
Board, and this was shared with Imperial (attachment 1). Based on the information provided 
to it, Imperial stated that it can accommodate KGC’s extension request (attachment 2).  

The Review Board grants KGC’s extension request for submission of its written intervention 
to May 9, 2025. The Review Board encourages KGC to submit its written intervention earlier 
if possible. 

The Review Board grants Imperial an extension to May 13, 2025, to provide a written 
response. If it cannot meet this timeline, Imperial will have additional opportunities to 
respond in the hearings phase.  

The Review Board’s extension applies to KGC only. Other intervenors are expected to 
provide written interventions by April 30, 2025. Imperial must respond to other interventions 
no later than May 7, 2025, as described in the Notice of Proceeding on the Hearing Phase for 
this environmental assessment.  

If you have any questions please contact: Simon Toogood, Senior Environmental Assessment 
Advisor at stoogood@reviewboard.ca, 867-766-7053.   

 

Attachments: 

1. Summary of KGC’s intervention, April 25, 2025 
2. Email from Imperial consenting to KGC’s extension request, April 28, 2025 

https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/notice-of-proceeding-hearing-phase-of-the-ea-april-17-2025.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/notice-of-proceeding-hearing-phase-of-the-ea-april-17-2025.pdf


 

 

Memorandum 

Privileged & Confidential 

To:  Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 

From:  First Peoples Law LLP 

Subject:  Summary of KGC Intervention for Line 490 Replacement Project, EA2425-01  

Date:  April 25, 2025

 
This memo provides a high-level summary of the Kahsho Got’ine Committee’s (“KGC”) proposed intervention 
for the Line 490 Replacement Project Environmental Assessment, EA2425-01. This memo was developed, at the 
recommendation of Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board staff, to give the developer notice of 
the proposed content of the KGC’s intervention to facilitate a fair extension of the intervention deadline.  

This memo is not intended to form a substantive part of the KGC’s submissions or interventions. We request 
that this memo remain confidential between the KGC, the Review Board and the developer. The contents of the 
outlined intervention may be adjusted following engagement with leadership and the K’ahsho Got’ine Assembly.  

The KGC’s submissions be comprised of a primary intervention, supported by a technical report from 
Hutchinson Environmental Sciences Ltd. We have summarized the technical report in greater detail than the 
primary intervention, because the technical report contains the more detailed scientific and technical information 
and is further along in the drafting process. Both are summarized below: 

Primary Intervention 

The primary intervention will provide an overview K’ahsho Got’ine stewardship and rights within the Mackenzie 
Valley and an analysis of the project’s potential impacts to K’ahsho Got’ine stewardship and rights. The 
intervention will rely on evidence from the Canada Energy Regulator Hearing, including transcripts from Oral 
Indigenous Knowledge Sessions.  

Specific topics discussed in the intervention will include: 

• Impacts to K’ahsho Got’ine Rights; 

• Impacts to cultural uses of the Mackenzie River downstream of Norman Wells;  

• Impacts to water and water quality monitoring (primarily addressed in the technical report below); 

• Accidents and malfunctions planning; and 

• Cumulative effects 
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Hutchinson Environmental Sciences Ltd. Technical Report 

The Hutchinson Environmental Sciences Ltd. (HESL) report will summarize technical concerns with Imperial 
Oil’s Line 490 Replacement Project, including a consideration of Imperial Oil’s responses to HESL’s 
Information Requests, background information provided or referenced in the Information Requests, and new 
information (where indicated).  The report recommends actions to resolve the outstanding environmental 
technical concerns.  

The technical concerns and recommendations identified by the report include: 

2.1 – Effects monitoring 

• Concern: the AEMP and draft plans are not sufficient to measure effects on water quality and fish, or 
address community concerns related to water quality, fish health, erosion, and communication gaps in 
general 

• Recommendations: 

o Implement a special effects study or construction monitoring plan during the construction of the 
project 

o Implement an operations-stage effects monitoring program for the Mackenzie River to monitor 
effects from the operation of Line 490 

o Implement a closure and post-closure monitoring program to monitor effects from 
decommissioning Line 490 and legacy effects 

o In the alternative, develop construction-, operation- and closure/post-closure stage monitoring 
programs for KGC approval, at the appropriate time 

2.2 – Risks from construction delays 

• Concern: the Summary Impact Statement identified that there were significant logistical challenges 
associated with the replacement activities and weather and construction delays are possible, HESL is 
concerned that failure to plan for such weather or construction delays could result in adverse 
environmental impacts.  

• Recommendations: Develop contingency plans/responses for potential delays in each of the key 
construction phases to ensure no adverse environmental effects will occur due to weather or seasonal 
delays.  

2.3 – Old line 490 condition 

• Concern: Imperial proposed that the existing and replacement lines will be decommissioned in place and 
incorporated into the broader Norman Wells Closure plans. Imperial asserts that former Line 490 has 
been purged and no contamination is believed to be present, however, inspection reports (or other 
reports by qualified persons) that describe the current condition of Line 490 have not been provided to 
assure intervenors that there is no further risk from the line. 

• Recommendation: Provide an inspection report for the old Line 490. 



From: Fraser, Benjamin C
To: Simon Toogood
Subject: RE: KGC extension request
Date: April 28, 2025 3:29:45 PM

Hi Simon,
 
Imperial is okay with the extension request. Given the tight turnaround, if Imperial is unable to
respond in writing within 2-3 days after May 9th, we may choose to respond both in our presentation
(due May 13th) and/or in our written closing argument submission as well if needed.
 
Thanks,
Benjamin Fraser
Norman Wells Environment & Regulatory Technical Lead
Imperial
benjamin.fraser@esso.ca | P 587.962.4272 | C 403.988.9648

 
From: Simon Toogood <stoogood@reviewboard.ca> 
Sent: Monday, April 28, 2025 2:30 PM
To: Fraser, Benjamin C <benjamin.fraser@esso.ca>
Subject: KGC extension request

 
Hello Ben, Any update on the timing of Imperial’s position on the KGC request for an extension? Cheers, Simon Toogood (he/him) Sr. Environmental Assessment Advisor Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board Box 938, 5102-50th Ave

Hello Ben,
 
Any update on the timing of Imperial’s position on the KGC request for an extension?
 
Cheers,
 
Simon Toogood (he/him)
Sr. Environmental Assessment Advisor
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
Box 938, 5102-50th Ave
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N7
867 766-7053
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