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 EA2021-01 

August 28, 2025 

Note to File 
To all parties: 
 

Pine Point Mine Project, Pine Point Mining Limited  

 
Mackenzie Valley Review Board (Review Board) staff travelled to Fort Resolution, Fort Smith, and 
Kátł’odeeche Reserve to meet with Indigenous Governments or their representatives between August 
20-22, 2025. At the meetings, staff and participants discussed the environmental assessment process 
and the information requests (IRs) the Review Board issued to Indigenous Governments. The 
meetings are summarized below. Review Board staff have also offered to meet other Indigenous 
Governments. 
 
Deninu Kųę́ First Nation, Wednesday, August 20, 5pm 
 
Review Board staff met with Chief and Council for Deninu Kųę́ First Nation (DKFN). The First 
Nation’s consultant for the environmental assessment was also present. Review Board staff and 
DKFN leadership discussed the environmental assessment (EA) process and how DFKN could best 
participate. This included discussion of how legacy impacts can be considered through cumulative 
effects, what kinds of mitigation the Review Board can consider (including mitigations around 
cumulative effects), and the on-going internal work DKFN has been doing using funding from Pine 
Point Mining Limited (PPML).  
 
DKFN indicated it has two studies that are complete and under internal review. DKFN is open to 
discussions with the Review Board about submitting these under confidential cover. It is also working 
on a cultural well-being study that will require several more months to complete.  
 
Tthebatthı Dënésułıné Nation, Thursday, August 21, 11am 
 
Review Board staff met with Tthebatthı Dënésułıné Nation (TDN) staff to discuss the EA process, 
timelines, and how TDN might want to answer the Review Board’s IRs. TDN staff described projects 
that would have the largest impacts on their Nation, including the proposed Pine Point Mine, and how 
the Nation does not want to trade jobs and employment for environmental impacts and impacts to 
communities and families. 
 
TDN was interested in further discussion in the fall with Review Board staff, along with other 
regulators that work under the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, to understand how the co-
management system works as a whole. TDN staff noted that they are working on a comprehensive 
community study, outside of any project, and that they maybe be able to share the study, in whole or 
in part, with the Review Board, under confidential cover. 
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Fort Resolution Métis Government, Thursday, August 21, 6pm 
 
Review Board staff met with membership of the Fort Resolution Métis Government (FRMG) to 
discuss the EA process. This included discussion on how to consider legacy issues and how FRMG 
members can share concerns during the EA process. FRMG members noted concern around the 
assessment and permitting process of the boards of the Mackenzie Valley. Specifically, they raised 
concerns on enforceability of permits, licences, and environmental assessment measures.  
 
FRMG is working with PPML to secure funding for a Traditional Knowledge study, as well as a socio-
economic study and noted that it might be able to share these studies with the Review Board, under 
confidential cover. FRMG staff noted that it would be possible to hold information gathering sessions 
with membership – to gather information that would be helpful to the Review Board and parties to 
the environmental assessment.  
 
FRMG emphasized the importance of participant funding when PPML submits its Developer’s 
Assessment Report, so that FRMG can participate fully in the rest of the EA. FRMG recommended 
that the Minister making the final decision based on the Review Board’s recommendation should 
come to the communities to meet the people their decision affects. 
 
Kátł’odeeche First Nation, Friday, August 22, 9:30am 
 
Review Board staff met with staff and a councillor from the Kátł’odeeche First Nation (KFN) and 
discussed the environmental assessment process and the steps KFN is taking to answer the Review 
Board’s IRs. KFN noted it is collecting the information it needs to answer the Review Board’s IRs. KFN 
also noted that it is working with PPML to do a Traditional Knowledge and Community Impacts study. 
That study is currently being reviewed internally and may be shared (in part or in full) with the Review 
Board under confidential cover.  
 
Timing of receiving Information Request responses 
 
During all conversations with leadership and staff, Review Board staff inquired about the approach 
and timing for each Indigenous Government to provide information related to the IRs. Overall, each 
Indigenous Government that Review Board staff met with is actively working on either the responses 
to the information requests, or reports that could be used to answer some of the questions posed by 
the Review Board. However, most of the Indigenous Governments indicated that they would need 
time to continue working and gathering this information.  
 
Review Board staff emphasized that any information that parties could share this fall would likely be 
considered by PPML in its DAR. Based on the feedback described above, the Review Board is 
extending the deadline on the Online Review System to November 3, 2025. Parties can also submit 
information later, including after the DAR is submitted, and the Review Board will ensure a process 
for that information to be considered fairly. 
 

If you have any questions or need more information, please contact Melissa Pink at (867) 766-7052 
or mpink@reviewboard.ca or Catherine Fairbairn at (867) 766-7054 or cfairbairn@reviewboard.ca. 


