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Environmental
Assessments

What is an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) ? Why are there multiple EA's ?

Line 490 Replacement Project EA

• The project will reinstate approximately one third of production 
at Norman Wells operations which is currently shut down.

• Drilling through a clay layer will minimize environmental risk.

• Horizontal directional drilling (HDD) will take ~40 days of 
continuous drilling.

The project will reinstate approximately one third of production at 
Norman Wells Operations which is currently shut down. 

EA's can be completed for specific developments even if they are 
connected to a larger existing development (Norman Wells Operations).
Imperial currently has three active EA's outlined below:

Norman Wells Operations EA

An EA examines a proposed development 
(project) to decide if it is likely to cause 
significant adverse impacts to the 
environment or if it is likely to cause 
significant public concern. The assessment 
is conducted by the Mackenzie Valley 
Environmental Impact Review Board 
(MVEIRB) and includes participation with 
communities located within the Mackenzie 
Valley, other regulatory bodies and Imperial.

Imperial submitted applications to the Sahtu Land and Water Board (SLWB) and the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) in early 2024.
The project was referred to EA by SSI in September 2024. Line 490 Flowline Replacement Project intends to replace three parallel 
flowlines and one cable conduit in the Mackenzie River channel between Bear Island and Goose Island.

Imperial submitted applications to the Sahtu Land and Water Board 
(SLWB) and the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) in late 2023 and early 
2024 to obtain 10 year operating permit renewals to support 
continued operations. The renewal applications were referred to EA by 
SSI in September 2024. 

1. Line 490 Replacement Project EA 2425-01 
 - Assessing the proposed project to install a new flowline corridor   
    underneath the Mackenzie River between Bear and Goose Island.

2. Norman Wells Operations EA 2425-02 
 - Assessing continued operations of the Norman Wells oilfield for the    
    remaining 5-10 years of its operating life.

• Tulita (Sept 9) & Deline (Sept 10)
• Yellowknife Technical Session (Sept 16-18)
• Tsiigehtchic (Sept 25) & Inuvik (Sept 26)

3. Norman Wells Closure and Reclamation EA 2526-01 
 - Assessing the overall closure and reclamation project of Norman Wells Operations.

The EA is currently in the Scoping Phase and MVEIRB is hosting 
community scoping sessions to understand issues and potential impacts 
communities would like the Review Board to focus on in the assessment. 
Sessions in Fort Good Hope and Norman Wells were completed in June 
2025. Upcoming schedule is included below:

On May 1, 2025, Imperial requested an adjournment (pause) for 
the EA before the Hearing Phase, to focus on progressing the 
NWO EA to obtain certainty in our longer-term licences to operate.

For more information please visit:
https://new.reviewboard.ca/en/registry/ea2425-01 

For more information please visit: 
https://new.reviewboard.ca/en/registry/ea2425-02 
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Norman Wells Closure and Reclamation EA

Scoping Phase Underway

• Tulita (Sept 9) & Deline (Sept 10)
• Yellowknife Technical Session (Sept 16-18)
• Tsiigehtchic (Sept 25) & Inuvik (Sept 26)

Questions?

•  As operations continue, we are starting to plan for eventual closure and reclamation 
•  We will continue to engage Sahtu organizations and community members   
    throughout planning 
•  When production ends, closure will have several significant phases

•  Indigenous Traditional Knowledge (ITK)
•  Community engagement and working groups
•  Socioeconomic Baseline and Impact Assessment
•  Indigenous business opportunities

Closure EA

Supporting Studies  

For any questions regarding the ongoing EA's, please 
reach out to our team via email below:

normanwellscommunity@esso.ca 

•  Planning and environmental assessment work for closure and reclamation has been part of the operation for many years
•  The details of the Closure and Reclamation Project have not been finalized
•  The Closure and Reclamation plan will need to be finalized with engagement with communities 
•  Additional studies are expected to take three years to complete and include (but not limited to):

The Closure EA is currently in the Scoping Phase and MVEIRB is 
hosting community scoping sessions to understand issues and 
potential impacts communities would like the Review Board to focus
on in the assessment. Sessions in Fort Good Hope and Norman 
Wells were completed in June 2025. Upcoming schedule is included 
below: For more information please visit:

https://new.reviewboard.ca/en/registry/ea2526-02 
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