et P.O. Box 469, Fort Simpson, NT XOE ONO  Phone: 867-695-3131  Fax: 867-695-2665

May 13, 2025
Mark Cliffe-Phillips, Executive Director
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
Government of the Northwest Territories
Caroline_wawzonek@ntassembly.ca

Dear Mr. Cliffe-Phillips,
Subject: Request for Ruling on Confidential Submission of Traditional Knowledge (EA 1213-02)

Liidljj Kyé First Nation (“LKFN”) formally requests a ruling under section 63 of the Review Board’s Rules
of Procedure (2023) to receive LKFN’s project-related traditional knowledge under confidential cover.

LKFN has an accumulated and dynamic body of Dene Knowledge and beliefs rooted in the traditional way
of life of the Dene and transmitted through oral tradition and first-hand observation, including systems of
classification, sets of empirical observations about the local environment and relationships of living beings
with one another, and systems of self~ management that govern respectful resource use (“Dene
Knowledge”).

LKFN has conducted a study to document its Dene Knowledge in the area of the Makenzie Valley Highway
Project (“the Project”) which traverses the traditional lands of LKFN (the “Dene Knowledge Study”).

LKFN wishes for the Review Board to consider LKFN’s Dene Knowledge to assist it in understanding and
minimizing any impacts of the Project on the asserted or established Aboriginal and/or Treaty 11 rights of
LKFN and the individual members of LKFN in the Project area, and to inform the design of the Project.

However, LKFN’s Dene Knowledge Study contains information that is very sensitive to LKFN and which
LKFN does not wish to disclose publicly. It has become well understood by LKFN through lived experience
— and by Indigenous communities throughout Canada generally — that public disclosure of “traditional
knowledge” can lead to irreparable harm in many forms. Information about the location of sacred sites or
traditional land use areas, for example, could be used by non-LKFN members in exploitative ways that
adversely impact LKFN rights and interests.

LKFN proposes to submit its Dene Knowledge Study under confidential cover and to also provide
summaries of it (with sensitive information omitted) that may be placed on the public registry.

In order that it may assist the Review Board in considering this request, LKFN is separately enclosing its
Dene Knowledge Study, and expects this document will be treated confidentiality until the Review Board
makes its decision on the within request for ruling.
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If the Review Board accepts this request to receive LKFN’s Dene Knowledge Study for consideration and
use as part of EA 1213-02, then LKFN proposes to work with the Review Board on how best to manage
the process moving forward.

If the Review Board does not accept this LKFN request, then LKFN expects the Review Board to return
the Dene Knowledge Study to LKFN.

LKFN also wishes to note it’s strong view that the Review Board would be prohibited by section 20(1)(b)
of the Access to Information Act (R.S.C., 1985, c. A-1) from disclosing LKFN’s Dene Knowledge Study
as part of any request made under that legislation. That said, should the Review Board ever consider itself
bound under law to disclose LKFN’s Dene Knowledge Study to a third party, I would ask that you first
notify us so that we may take any measures we see fit in context to prevent such disclosure.

Finally, LKFN references, as a notable precedent, the letter of the Review Board, dated April 10 2025, to
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation granting its request for a ruling to accept its traditional knowledge under
confidential cover under essentially the same circumstances.

Thank you in advance for considering this request.

Mabhsi,

Kele Antoilie

First Nation Chief

Liidljj Ky¢ First Nation
Box 469, Fort Simpson, NT
XO0E ONO

867-695-3131
chief@liidliikue.com
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