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August 20, 2026 

Michael Auge 
Director, Strategic Infrastructure 
Department of Infrastructure 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9  

Via email: michael_auge@gov.nt.ca 

Mackenzie Valley Highway, Government of the Northwest Territories 
Dear Mr. Auge,  

Thank you for your letter of August 14, 2026, advising the Mackenzie Valley Environmental 
Impact Review Board (the Review Board) of your revised approach and northern extension of 
the proposed Mackenzie Valley Highway.  

The Review Board will consult with parties on the new proposed alignment 
The Review Board will re-scope the environmental assessment to reflect changes in the 
project’s geographic scope. Consultation with Indigenous governments, organizations, and 
communities is a legal requirement under section 127.1 of the Mackenzie Valley Resource 
Management Act.  

The Review Board will consult with potentially affected groups along the proposed highway 
corridor to validate the Wrigley-to-Norman Wells section and gather feedback on the 
northern extension to Inuvik. We want to hear if original priorities have shifted and if any 
new concerns exist for the northern portion, ensuring that the most important issues are 
included in the updated Terms of Reference.  

Public registry available 
The Review Board has an online public registry available for this project. You can find it at:  
Mackenzie Valley Highway - EA1213-02. The public registry provides access to the 
developer’s project description and impact assessment, latest workplan, past information 
requests from parties and the Review Board, and engagement records with Indigenous 
governments, organizations, and communities along the proposed highway.  

Participant funding will be available  
The Review Board has been notified that Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs 
Canada will make participant funding available for the next steps of the environmental 
assessment. Any group along the proposed corridor can apply for funding for the remainder 
of the fiscal year (August 2026 - March 2027). More funding will be available in the next 
fiscal year for the next steps of the environmental assessment. Details on how to apply will 
be posted to the public registry as soon as they are available. 

mailto:michael_auge@gov.nt.ca
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/2026-08-14-letter-gnwt-to-mveirb-mvh-scope-expansion.pdf
https://new.reviewboard.ca/en/registry/ea1213-02
https://new.reviewboard.ca/en/registry/ea1213-02
https://documents.reviewboard.ca/w/mvrb/DOC5
https://new.reviewboard.ca/sites/default/files/project_document/pr406-draft-workplan-mvh-8oct25.pdf
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Next steps 
The Review Board will issue a Notice of Proceeding outlining the next steps of this 
environmental assessment. 

Contacts 
If you have questions, please contact Mark Cliffe‐Phillips, Executive Director (867‐766‐
7055 or mcliffephillips@reviewboard.ca).  

On behalf of the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board, 

JoAnne Deneron, 

Chair 

c. Distribution List

Grand Chief Frederick Blake Jr. 
Gwich’in Tribal Council   

President Michael Greenland 
Ehdiitat Gwich'in Council 

President Diane E. Koe 
Tetł'it Gwich'in Council 

President Kelly McLeod 
Nihtat Gwich'in Council 

President Mavis Clark 
Gwichya Gwich'in Council 

Chairperson Charles McNeely  
Sahtu Secretariat Incorporated  

President Sherry Hodgson 
Tłegǫ̀hłı̨ Got’ı̨nę Government 
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President Rocky Norwegian 
Tulita District Land Corporation 
 

Chief Danny Gaudet 
Délı̨nę Got'ınę Government 
 

President Joseph Tobac 
K’asho Got’ine District Land Corporation 
 

Grand Chief Herb Norwegian  
Dehcho First Nations   
 

Chief Jesse Nekenyia-Moses 
Pehdzéh Kı̨́ First Nation 
 

Chief Kele Antoine 
Łíídlı̨ Kų́é ̨First Nation 
 

Deputy Minister Robert Jenkins   
Environment and Climate Change  
 

Associate Deputy Minister Gaeleen MacPherson  
Infrastructure   
 

Assistant Deputy Minister Nathen Richea  
Environment and Climate Change 
 

Assistant Deputy Minister Kim Wickens  
Infrastructure  
 

Director Lorraine Seale   
Environment and Climate Change  
 

Manager of MVH Affairs Patricia Coyne  
Infrastructure  
 

Director General Anneli Jokela 
Northern Projects Management Office 
 
Regional Director General Ron Pankratz 
Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada 
 

Vice President Robert Jones 
Major Project and Execution 
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