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April 30, 2025

Simon Toogood

Sr. Environmental Assessment Advisor

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
P.O. Box 938, 200 Scotia Centre,

Yellowknife, NT, X1A 2N7

GTC Response to MVEIRB Re: Environmental Assessment of Imperial Oil Resources
N.W.T. Limited’s Line 490 Replacement Project (MVEIRB File EA2425-01) - GTC’s
Information Requests

Dear Simon Toogood,

On behalf of the Gwich’in Tribal Council (GTC) the Department of Lands and Resources
(GLR) has submitted the below information requests involving the Environmental
Assessment (EA) for Imperial Oil Line 490 Replacement Project (EA2425-01).

Established in 1992, the GTC is an Indigenous organization that represents over 3,500
Participants to the Gwich’in Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement (GCLCA) who originate
from the Northwest Territories communities of Aklavik, Inuvik, Teett’it Zheh (Fort
McPherson) and Tsiigehtchic. The Gwich’in are a culturally and independent Nation that is
focused on protecting and advancing our interests. Through quality work, collaborative
approaches, and good governance, we strive to increase economic opportunities, develop
quality infrastructure, promote health and wellness, and preserve the culture and language of
the Gwich’in.

1. Background

Imperial Oil’s Norman Wells Line 490 Replacement Project is ~500km upstream of Inuvik
on the Mackenzie River. The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (the
Review Board) is conducting an EA of Imperial Oil’s proposed Line 490 Replacement
Project (the Project) to determine whether the proposed project will result in significant
environmental impacts. Line 490 had a flowline failure in July 2022 and production has since
been paused. Imperial Oil intends to replace all five lines using Horizontal Directional
Drilling (HDD), drilling a single hole between Goose and Bear Island to facilitate production.

2. Review and Information Requests

The GTC is participating in the EA due to the potential adverse impacts that the Project will
have on Gwich’in Participants in the Gwich’in Settlement Area (GSA). The GTC reviewed
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Imperial Oil’s documents submitted to the Review Board and determined that the Project
could result in low environmental impact during construction and a medium environmental
impact once the facility is operating again and will be functional for four to nine years.
Overall, the GTC concluded that risks will be adequately monitored and managed under
Imperial Oil’s current Authorizations with CER and SLWB. The comments and information
requests are to ensure that the Project respects and takes into consideration potential adverse
effects to Gwich’in Participants living within the GSA.

2.1 Project Method and Technology

Imperial chose Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) as the preferred method for installing
the new Line 490 infrastructure after evaluating alternatives like open cut. Other methods
were deemed technically impractical or would increase environmental impacts, such as
turbidity. HDD is recognized as an environmentally preferred and best practice method for
installing underground infrastructure under watercourses. The drilling process is expected to
be straightforward, as it will occur through a clay geologic layer, minimizing risks such as
inadvertent returns of drilling fluid. HDD also offers the advantage of installing the line at a
depth of 15 meters, reducing the likelihood of future damage or failure.

Information Request 1:

How does the construction of the line at depth of 15 m limit the potential for future damage
and failure?

2.2 Environmental Management and Impact Mitigation

The replacement project will build on the pre-existing environmental, waste management,
and emergency response systems used in the broader Norman Wells Operation project. In
addition to these existing plans and procedures, specific activity plans will be developed for
areas not covered by the operational plans. This includes working with specialist contractors
to create tailored plans for successful HDD and pipeline installation. For example, Imperial
has committed to developing a turbidity monitoring plan specifically for the HDD Line 490
activities.

Information request 2:

What are the timelines to develop activity-specific plans?

Information request 3:

Imperial Oil has not submitted activity-specific mitigation plans. For example, it is noted that

there will be a turbidity monitoring plan specific to HDD Line 490 activities, therefore water
turbidity is predicted as a consequence of the Line 490 replacement activities. For GTC to
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evaluate if mitigation and management plans are satisfactory, we require those
activity-specific plans during the EA process.

2.3 Potential for Adverse Impact to the Aquatic Environment

Community concerns about the downstream effects of the Norman Wells Operation have
been raised for decades. These concerns include long-standing observations from
community members about changes in the quantity and quality of fish in the Mackenzie
River, as well as worries from downstream water users regarding the negative
impact of Imperial's operations on water quality.

Information request 4:
When was the water sampled and in which location? Is there a water monitoring in
place downstream? Specifically in the GSA?

Information request 5:

The GTC requests that Imperial Oil submit an in-depth consideration of cumulative
effects, with a focus on climate change, specifically related to the potential decrease of
water levels.

Information request 6:

The GTC requests that Imperial Oil submit an in-depth summary of the cumulative

effects of the broader project once the site is operational and will likely continue for 4-9
years.

2.5 Community Engagement

Imperial Oil has an engagement program for the broader Norman Wells project but has not
undertaken any engagement in the GSA regarding Line 490 Replacement.

Information request 7:
Is there a plan to engage communities downstream?

Mahsi (thanks) for your time and attention to this matter. I look forward to speaking
with you.

Regards,

Eleonora Mazzoneschi
Lands and Resources Coordinator

cc. Kanda Kola Gnama, Transboundary Specialist
Mark Ellwood, Transition Lead ACEO
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