~ / Government of ~ Gouvernement des i
Northwest Territories Territoires du Nord-Ouest

at April 30,2025

Mark Cliffe-Phillips BY EMAIL
Executive Director

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board

200 SCOTIA CENTRE 5102-50TH AVENUE

PO BOX 938

YELLOWKNIFE NT X1A 2N7

mcliffephillips@reviewboard.ca

Dear Mark Cliffe-Phillips:

Public and Community Hearings for Imperial Oil’s Line 490 Replacement Project
(MVEIRSB file: EA2425-01)

This letter summarizes the Government of the Northwest Territories’ (GNWT’s) participation in
and conclusions with respect to the environmental assessment (EA) of Imperial Oil Resources NWT
Limited’s (Imperial) proposed Line 490 Replacement Project (EA 2425-01) and is provided in place
of a formal intervention. This letter takes into consideration all of the documents posted to the
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (Review Board) public registry as of 9:00
am April 28, 2025.

GNWT mandate and interests - Norman Wells Operations

Imperial’s Norman Wells Operations, including the Line 490 Replacement Project, are located
within the Norman Wells Proven Area, which is a federal area as defined in the Mackenzie Valley
Resource Management Act (MVRMA). The March 30, 2023 delegation of authority from the federal
Minister (i.e. the Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs) to the NWT
Minister of Environment and Climate Change (ECC) in relation to EA and water licence proceedings
therefore does not apply.

The GNWT has various authorities, mandates and interests relevant to the overall Norman Wells
Operations, including the Line 490 Replacement Project. These include the GNWT’s authority over
wildlife and wildlife habitat, and GNWT mandates and interests in relation to health and social,
cultural and economic well-being, economic development, and the negotiation and implementation
of land, resource and self-government agreements. The GNWT will participate actively in the
Norman Wells Operations EA (2425-02) and the Norman Wells Operation Closure and Reclamation
EA (2526-01), and is supportive of the Review Board’s intention to conduct a comprehensive and
holistic assessment or assessments. On behalf of the GNWT, GNWT-ECC participates in Sahtu Land
and Water Board (SLWB) proceedings related to the overall Norman Wells Operations, and
monitors Canada Energy Regulator (CER) proceedings.
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2.
GNWT Participation in Line 490 Replacement Project EA

The GNWT’s participation in the EA to date has included:
e (Commenting on the proposed scoping document;
e Submitting and responding to Information Requests (IRs);
e Reviewing all submissions to the MVEIRB public registry, including documents transferred
from the SLWB and CER proceedings; and
e In collaboration with the Government of Canada, initiating Aboriginal consultation with
Indigenous governments and Indigenous organizations.

The ministers of relevant GNWT departments will participate in the MVRMA section 130 EA
decision process as responsible ministers. The GNWT’s responsible minister(s) will work closely
with Canada’s responsible minister(s) to ensure that the Crown’s duty to consult Aboriginal
peoples and, where applicable, accommodate potential adverse impacts of the responsible
ministers’ decision on asserted or established Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights is met.

Statement of Position

The GNWT supports the completion of the Line 490 Replacement Project in a manner which is
protective of the environment, respects the social, cultural and economic well-being of Sahtu
residents, and maximizes local economic benefits.

Based on its review of evidence filed to date in this proceeding, the GNWT has not identified the
potential for likely significant adverse impacts within GNWT jurisdiction and is not requesting that
the Review Board recommend any measures in relation to the proposed development. The GNWT
does not have any follow-up questions to the developer’s responses to the GNWT’s IRs. The GNWT
looks forward to hearing and reviewing the evidence to be filed by other intervenors and parties in
the remaining phases of this proceeding. Representatives from the GNWT will participate (in person
and/or virtually) in the community hearing in Fort Good Hope on May 21, 2025 and the public
hearing to be held simultaneously in Fort Good Hope and Norman Wells on May 22, 2025.

If the development is approved to proceed to the regulatory phase, GNWT-ECC will participate in
the SLWB water licence and land use permit proceeding on behalf of the GNWT and will continue
to monitor CER proceedings. Additionally, evidence filed during this EA will inform the GNWT
Minister of ECC’s determination regarding whether a Wildlife Management and Monitoring Plan
will be required for the Line 490 Replacement Project, as per section 95 of the Wildlife Act.

With respect to cultural uses and social and cultural well-being, the GNWT notes the developer’s
“Commitments to Indigenous communities” in the Supplemental Impact Statement and encourages
the developer to continue to engage with Indigenous governments in the Sahtu during this
proceeding and any subsequent regulatory proceedings, as well as the broader EA or EAs of the
overall Norman Wells Operations.
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With respect to economic well-being and local economic benefits, the GNWT notes the developer’s
commitment in Section 3.4 of the Supplemental Impact Statement to “maximizing local business
opportunities associated with the replacement activities” and looks forward to seeing such
opportunities realized, should the development proceed.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. If the Review Board has any questions or concerns
about this letter, please contact me at lorraine seale@gov.nt.ca or Hannah Ponsonby, Project
Assessment Analyst, at Hannah ponsonby@gov.nt.ca.

Sincerely,

Lorraine Seale

Director

Impact Assessment and Security Management
Environment and Climate Change

C. Simon Toogood, Senior Environmental Assessment Advisor
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board



