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March 5, 2025

Grand Chief Herb Norwegian

Dehcho First Nations
9414 — 100 Street

FORT SIMPSON, NT, XOE ONO
herb norwegian@dehcho.org

Chief Kele Antione

Liidly Kgé First Nation

PO Box 469

FORT SIMPSON, NT, XOE ONO
chief@liidliikue.com

Chief Kenneth Cayen
West Point First Nation
47031 Mackenzie Highway
HAY RIVER, NT, X0E

chief@wpfn.ca

Chief Nolene Hardisty

Jean Marie River First Nation
General Delivery

FORT SIMPSON, NT, X0E ONO
chief@jmrfirstnation.com

Chief Lloyd Moses

Pehdzéh K] First Nation
PO Box 56

WRIGLEY, NT, X0E 1EO
saoassistant@pkfn.ca

Chief Lloyd Chicot

Ka'a'gee Tu First Nation

PO Box 4428

HAY RIVER, NT, X0E 1G3
kaageetu chief@northwestel.net

Chief Dulphus Jumbo
Sambaa K'e First Nation

PO Box 10

SAMBAA K’E, NT X0E 1Z0
manager@sambaakefn.com

Chief Michael Vandell
Deh Gah Got’je First Nation
PO Box 200

FORT PROVIDENCE, NT, XOE OLO

chief@dehgahgotie.org

Initiation of Consultation by the Government of Canada on Imperial Oil Resources N.W.T.

Limited’s Line 490 Replacement Project Environmental Assessment (MVEIRB File EA2425-

01)

Dear Grand Chief and Chiefs,

The Government of Canada is writing to the Dehcho First Nations (DFN) to:

1. Notify DFN of, and invite you to participate in, the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact
Review Board’s (Review Board) environmental assessment process for Imperial Oil
Resources N.W.T. Limited’s (Imperial Oil) Line 490 Replacement Project (the Project);

2. Initiate formal Crown consultation with DFN on the pending decision that will be made in
response to the Review Board’s Report of Environmental Assessment, as required under
the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act (the Act); and

3. Advise DFN that the Crown is relying, to the extent possible, on the Review Board's
process to assist in fulfilling the Crown's duty to consult, and if appropriate, accommodate.

Background on the Project

On September 24, 2024, the Sahtu Secretariat Inc. referred the Project (based on land use permit
S24A-005, water license S24L1-002, and application to the Canada Energy Regulator OH-001-
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2023) to the Review Board for an environmental assessment, under paragraph 126(2)(b) of the
Act. The Review Board has created a public registry webpage for this file (EA2425-01) where all
information related to this environmental assessment is available: Line 490 Replacement Project
| Mackenzie Valley Review Board.

Imperial QOil is proposing to use Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) to replace a broken flowline
(Line 490) between Goose and Bear Islands in the Mackenzie River at Norman Wells, NT. This
work will allow Imperial Qil to resume full production at the Norman Wells Operations. The HDD
involves drilling a single hole between Goose and Bear Islands, approximately 1 to 1.5 kilometres
in length, at least 15 meters below the riverbed.

In its Scope of Environmental Assessment and Reasons for Decisions, the Review Board
identified impacts to cultural uses of the Mackenzie River downstream of Norman Wells as a key
line of inquiry for this assessment. The Government of Canada understands that DFN asserted
territory extends to areas downstream of Norman Wells.

Our approach to consultation with Indigenous Governments and Organizations

The Government of Canada has a duty to consult and if appropriate, accommodate, where there
may be potential adverse impacts to asserted or established Aboriginal and/or treaty rights
resulting from a decision by federal responsible Ministers. The Government of Canada relies on
the Review Board’s process as the primary means to assist us in fulfilling our consultation and
accommodation obligations.. By relying on the Review Board’s process, we integrate the Review
Board’s interim engagement and consultation policy (https://reviewboard.ca/reference-library-
page/policies-and-standards) as part of our approach.

We want to hear from you

As the Government of Canada relies on the Review Board’s process, DFN’s participation in this
process is important to help us understand how the Project could affect DFN’s asserted Aboriginal
rights. DFN’s participation will inform the planning of future steps in the Review Board’s process,
consultation that may be required, and allow DFN’s potential concerns to be considered by the
Review Board.

If DFN identifies any potential adverse impacts to DFN’s asserted rights with respect to the
Project, we ask you to provide the following information to the Review Board:

a. The specific rights that may potentially be adversely impacted;

b. The specific potential adverse impacts; and

c. How the potential adverse impacts might be mitigated or accommodated.

The information provided during the Review Board’s environmental assessment process, or

received by the Government of Canada will be given full and thorough consideration prior to any
decision being made by the Government of Canada.
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Government of Canada letter at the end of the Review Board’s process

At the end of the Review Board’s process, the Review Board will issue its Report of Environmental
Assessment, at which time the Government of Canada will send DFN another consultation letter
advising that the Review Board released its report, and inviting DFN’s input on the Review Board’s
conclusions. We ask that the Dehcho First Nations respond to that letter in writing, and tell us
whether the Review Board’s conclusions adequately address potential adverse impact(s) from
the Project on Dehcho First Nation’s asserted rights. Before a final decision is made by the
responsible Ministers, as appropriate, the Government of Canada must be confident that any
potential adverse impacts to rights have been (or will be) mitigated or accommodated, and that
there were meaningful opportunities for consultation. DFN’s response will help to inform our
decision making.

Next Steps

The Review Board has provided a workplan for the environmental assessment. It can be found
on the Review Board’'s public registry at: Line 490 Replacement Project | Mackenzie Valley
Review Board.

Government of Canada and Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) contacts

The GNWT will also be sending a natification letter to potentially impacted groups outlining its
consultation approach. The Project Assessment Branch of the Department of Environment and
Climate Change will be the consultation coordinator for the GNWT for the environmental
assessment. The GNWT and the Government of Canada will undertake joint consultation
initiatives.

The Northern Projects Management Office of the Canadian Northern Economic Development
Agency will be the consultation coordinator for the Government of Canada for the environmental
assessment. If you have any questions for the Government of Canada or would like more
information on how to participate in the process, please contact Melissa Alexander, Senior Project
Manager, at melissa.alexander@cannor.gc.ca.

Sincerely,
. Digitally signed by
Pa rad ISI Paradis, Adrian
. Date: 2025.03.05 15:02:21
Adrian =
Lisa Dyer

Director General

Northern Projects Management Office

Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency
Government of Canada

cc / distribution List
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Ron Pankratz, A/ Regional Director General, NWT Region, Crown-Indigenous Relations and
Northern Affairs Canada

Ramona Sladic, Secretary of the Commission, Commission of the Canada Energy Regulator

Lorraine Seale, Director, Impact Assessment and Security Management, Department of
Environment and Climate Change, Government of the Northwest Territories
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