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EA2425-01 

December 11, 2024 

Notice of Proceeding 
 

EA2425-01, Line 490 Replacement project, Imperial Oil NWT Ltd.  
RE: Workplan 

1. Introduction 
This Notice of Proceeding accompanies the Updated Workplan for the environmental 
assessment of the Line 490 Replacement Project proposed by Imperial Oil NWT Ltd. 
(Imperial). This document provides a brief description of the phases of the environmental 
assessment and an estimated schedule. 

This environmental assessment follows the requirements of Part 5 of the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act. The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 
(Review Board)’s  Environmental Impact Assessment Guidelines and Rules of Procedure describe 
the environmental assessment process and the rules for its proceedings. All documents 
related to this environmental assessment are accessible on the Review Board’s public registry 
for this EA the following link: EA2425-01.  

2. Phases of the Environmental Assessment 
The phases of this environmental assessment include the start-up, scoping, analytical, hearing 
and decision phases. Each phase is described briefly below. The Review Board has completed 
the start-up and scoping phases of the environmental assessment. The environmental 
assessment is now entering the analytical phase.   

2.1 Startup phase 
The project was referred to environmental assessment on Sept 24, 2024 (PR#1). This was the 
start of this environmental assessment process. During the start-up phase, the Review Board 
notified the developer and the public about the referral and Review Board staff contacts for 
this environmental assessment (PR#2). The Review Board opened a project-specific 
environmental assessment public registry. 

2.2 Scoping phase 
The Review Board released a draft Scoping Document (PR#28) and Workplan (PR#27) on 
October 18, 2024, for public review by parties and the developer. Based on this review the 
Review Board updated and released its Scope of Environmental Assessment and Reasons for 
Decision (PR#49) and this updated Workplan on Dec 12, 2024. 

https://reviewboard.ca/file/614/download?token=3dz7s5gt
https://reviewboard.ca/registry/ea2425-01
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2.3 Analytical phase 
The analytical phase of the environmental assessment is when the developer presents its 
predictions of impacts for the project, and parties and the Review Board have opportunities 
to ask questions through information requests and technical sessions. The goal of the 
analytical phase is to understand the impacts of the project and identify which concerns need 
to be addressed during the remainder of the environmental assessment process.  

Since parties discussed some issues extensively during the Sahtu Land and Water Board and 
Canada Energy Regulator proceedings related to this project, there is a great deal of 
information already on the public record for this project. The Review Board has transferred 
some of this information to the public registry for this EA. As a result, the Review Board is 
not requiring the developer to produce a Developer’s Assessment Report.  

Instead, the Review Board is requiring Imperial to produce a Summary Impact Statement that 
provides focused information on the key lines of inquiry identified in the Scope of 
Environmental Assessment and Reasons for Decision. The Review Board issued a letter to the 
developer on Dec 12, 2024, that provides instructions for providing the Summary Impact 
Statement (PR#47). After the submission of the Summary Impact Statement, remaining 
information gaps can be filled through information requests.  

Once Imperial has submitted its Summary Impact Statement, parties will have time to review 
the information and issue information requests. The Review Board may also choose to ask 
additional information requests at that time.  

2.4 Hearing Phase 
Hearings provide an opportunity for the developer, parties and the public to directly address 
the Review Board members about the potential impacts of the proposed project and the 
adequacy of proposed mitigations, and to share their views and recommendations on what 
they would like the Review Board to do. The Board will give public notice a minimum of 90 
days before the hearing and will host a pre-hearing conference to provide parties with 
information on the hearing format, clarify expectations and encourage effective and efficient 
participation.    

Parties that wish to intervene in the hearing will submit interventions which clearly state their 
conclusions and recommendations based on evidence on the public record. Imperial will 
respond to interventions before the hearing. This response will include any proposed 
amendments, additions, or refinements to the proposed development, its own prediction of 
impacts, or mitigation commitments. The Review Board will provide guidance on how to 
prepare an intervention before parties start working on their interventions.  

At the hearing, intervenors can question the developer and other intervenors. During the 
public hearing, the Review Board may identify undertakings that the developer (or parties) 
commits to carry out. After the hearing, once the developer (or parties) submits responses to 
those undertakings, parties and the developer will send written closing arguments to the 
Review Board. The Review Board will issue Notices of Proceeding as needed during the 
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hearing phase to provide more guidance on specific stages (for example, interventions, public 
hearings, closing arguments). 

2.5 Decision Phase 
After the hearing phase, the Review Board will close the public record for the environmental 
assessment and begin its final deliberations. After thoroughly considering the material on the 
public record and reaching its EA decision, the Review Board will release its Report of 
Environmental Assessment and Reasons for Decision. The Review Board will provide this report 
to the Minister, in accordance with subsection 128(2) of the MVRMA. 

3. Updated Workplan 
This section describes the process steps and estimated time requirements for each step in the 
environmental assessment since its initial referral. The updated workplan does not provide 
detailed information on each process step. This information will instead be provided through 
Notices of Proceeding, issued throughout the EA process.   

The Review Board considered feedback from parties and Imperial on the draft workplan 
during the scoping phase of the environmental assessment when it developed this updated 
workplan.  

• The updated workplan has been developed to reflect reasonable predictions about 
how long each process step will take. Specific dates have been included for the 
analytical phase of the environmental assessment.  

• Dates for the hearing and decision phases are not specified, though the estimated 
month in which activities will take place has been included. Parties will be canvassed 
regarding the hearing phase schedule, particularly related to potential hearing dates.  

• The predictions for the length of each process step include the assumption that the 
information Imperial submits at each process step will be of good quality and will not 
require time for additional clarification or other improvement.  

The Rules of Procedure specify that the Review Board may revise this updated workplan as 
necessary to ensure a fair and efficient environmental assessment process.   

  

https://reviewboard.ca/file/2584/download?token=sRwF_tKr
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Workplan 

EA Phase Process Step Date 

Start-up Referral to environmental assessment Sept 24, 2024 

Scoping 

Participant funding applications Oct 2024 

Review Board releases draft scoping document Oct 2024 

Public review of the draft scoping document Oct 2024 

Review Board issues final scoping document Dec 11, 2024 

Technical  

Request for Summary Impact statement Dec 11, 2024 

Round 1 Information Requests Dec 12, 2024 

Developer provides Summary Impact Statement and 
response to round 1 information requests 

Jan 15, 2025 

Round 2 Information Requests Feb 7, 2025 

Response to IRs Feb 21, 2025 

Hearing 

Applications for intervenor status Feb 24, 2025 

Pre-hearing conference Feb 27, 2025 

Interventions from parties March 7, 2025 

Developer’s responses to interventions March 21, 2025 

Community hearings April 2025 

Undertakings  April 2025 

Closing arguments from parties and developer May 2025 

Decision 
Review Board issues Report of EA and Reasons for Decision May 2025 

Minister’s responses to Report of EA  
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4. Contact information 
If you have any questions please contact: Simon Toogood, Senior Environmental Assessment 
Advisor at  stoogood@reviewboard.ca, (867) 766-7053, or Malorey Nirlungayak, 
Environmental Assessment Advisor at mnirlungayuk@reviewboard.ca, (867) 766-7058.  

 

mailto:stoogood@reviewboard.ca
mailto:mnirlungayuk@reviewboard.ca
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