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Mr. Vern Christensen, Executive Director
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Review Board
5102-50" Avenue

# 200 Scotia Centre

PO BOX 938

YELLOWKNIFE NT X1A 2N7

Dear Mr. Christensen:

Effect of Construction Timing on the Mackenzie Valley Highway Impact
Assessment Predictions

Thank you for your letter of October 29, 2013 requesting comment on issues related to
the purpose of the development and the reliability of the impact predictions that will be
included in the Developer's Assessment Report (DAR). [ trust the following will address
your questions.

While the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) will be the developer of the
Mackenzie Valley Highway (MVH), the federal government retains responsibility for
funding the construction of new highways in the Northwest Territories. The GNWT has
been advised by the federal government that funding for the construction of the MVH
will not be available until completion of the environmental assessment by the Review
Board. The GNWT has been consistent with this message throughout the Scoping
stage of the assessment. The GNWT intends to construct the entire development as
proposed in our Scoping Document; however, we are cognizant that funding
arrangements with the federal government may necessitate a phased approach in
which some sections of the proposed highway are constructed and operational before
other sections.

The GNWT believes that a possible phased construction approach is consistent with the
objectives of the development as identified on page 2-1 of our Scoping Document. A
phased approach which provides all- weather access to some regions before the entire
development is complete achieves many of the development's objectives.
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The GNWT proposes to address the concerns raised by MVEIRB in relation to the
reliability of the impact predictions in the following forms:

e Within the DAR document
e Pre-construction surveys

The GNWT will prepare a DAR which meets the Terms of Reference issued by the
Review Board. The assessment of effects presented in the DAR will be based on
current baseline conditions. However, in recognition that the development may require a
phased schedule, the assessment will also include a review of best available data
relating to predicted future potential changes to baseline conditions. For example, the
potential effects of climate change. This data will be used in the assessment to discuss
how baseline conditions may change and how that could affect the conclusions of the
assessment.

Following completion of the environmental assessment the development will proceed
through the permitting process, requiring provision of site specific baseline data to allow
for the development of terms and conditions specific to each permit, licence or
authorization. To support the information requirements of the permitting process the
GNWT will conduct pre- development surveys to assess baseline conditions. Should
these surveys result in findings that conditions differ to an extent that would affect the
accuracy of the predicted effects in the DAR; the GNWT will commit to update the
effects assessment for review by the appropriate agencies. We believe this approach
will allow the MVEIRB to conduct a thorough and efficient environmental assessment
providing for the protection of the environment and allowing for a possible staged
construction schedule of the development.

It is the intent of the GNWT to develop the MVH in a manner which protects the
environmental resources of the Mackenzie Valley and complies with all approvals
issued for the development. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have
further questions.

Yours truly,
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Jim Stevens



