10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page

MACKENZIE VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL

IMPACT REVIEW BOARD

TALTSON HYDRO EXPANSION

LUTSEL K'E IR SESSION

Facilitator:

Tawanis Testart Chairperson

HELD AT:

Lutsel K'e, NT
September 29, 2009

Day 1 of 1



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Tawanis Testart
Nicole Spencer

Don Aubrey

Chief Steven Nitah

James Marlowe

Dan Grabke

Don Balsillie

Damian Panayi

Steve Ellis

APPEARANCES

Page

) MVEIRB

) Lutsel K'e First

) Nation

) Deze Energy

) Corporation

) Treaty 8 Tribal

) Corporation



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

TABLE OF CONTENTS

List of Undertakings

Opening comments

Presentation by Deze Energy Corporation

Presentation of report by Ms. Angie Lantz

Discussion period

Certificate of Transcript

Page 3

Page

No .

12

19

50

215



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

NO.

Page 4
UNDERTAKINGS

DESCRIPTION PAGE NO.
Deze Energy to provide written
answers to Steve Ellis' questions,
by October 30th, 2009 163
Deze Energy to respond by October 30,
2009 re status of traditional

knowledge studies 201



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 5

--- Upon commencing at 10:58 a.m.

CHIEF STEVEN NITAH: We're going to ask

Albert to do opening prayer for us and then -- Albert,

we'll start with the opening prayer.

(OPENING PRAYER)

CHIEF STEVEN NITAH: Again, good morning,
everyone. Thank you, Albert, for doing the opening
prayer for us. That is our custom and practice anytime

we meet on any 1ssue.

I'd 1like to start off by welcoming the
Mackenzie Valley Lands and Water Board to our community.
I'd like to thank you for taking the opportunity to come
to Lutsel K'e and hearing the concerns that the Lutsel
K'e Dene membership have and the people of Lutsel K'e
have regarding the Taltson Hydro Expansion Project and
the subsequent transmission lines construction.

I'd also like to recognize and thank the
folks from Deze Energy led by Chairman Don Balsillie.
Don 1s working for the Akaitcho Energy Corporation and
the Akaitcho Government.

I see a few facts that are also here that

are not from the community -- Stanley Beck, Mr. Drew
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(phonetic) over here, George. Dan, welcome back.

Regarding the proposed project by Deze
Energy the people of Lutsel K'e will have a lot of
gquestions, express a lot of concerns, concerns that are
historically based from the original construction of the
Taltson Dam in 1965, concerns of the current plans for
the construction and the continued effects of that
construction on the Nonacho Lake and major concerns and
issues regarding the transmission line that's proposed
that'll go through the heart of our traditional
territory; and the concerns relating to that transmission
line and how that will and might affect our way of 1life,
the wildlife that we depend on, the historical sites, the
concerns about that transmission line going across the
Lockhart River which is home to our sacred guider. We
refer to her as Ts' Ankui Theda, commonly known in the
English Language as the 0l1ld Lady in the Falls.

We had a couple of people working for the
Wildlife Department and going to each home explaining the
project description and documenting concerns that people
have. That report will be presented by Angie, Angie
Lantz. Angie and Nancy Casaway were the ones that were
commissioned to do that work.

Members will be given the opportunity to

express their concerns here today and it's -- we
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appreciate the fact that the Mackenzie Valley 1is using
this forum to document the concerns that we have and
issues that we will raise as a form of input for the
public hearings slated for December -- January.

So these will be a forum where our
official documentation for our concerns to be included in
the review process that's been mandated by the people for
Mackenzie Valley to exercise.

I'm going to hand over the mic to James
Marlowe, who will be sharing today's discussions. He'll
be directing traffic and I'd like to thank him in advance
for that.

Again, welcome to Lutsel K'e. Too bad we
didn't have a better day to give you -- to showcase our
environment in our community, but it is that time of the
year. We are expecting rain. I hear we might even be

expecting snow, so I wouldn't be surprised if you spend

the night with us. Mahsi cho.

James...?

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Good morning. Thank
you, Chief. Again, I'd like to welcome the Mackenzie

Valley Board and Deze Energy officials to our community.
We had a meeting yesterday where we had some internal
talks about our -- what's happened with Deze Energy and

the concerns. Again, one (1) of the reasons, from my
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understanding, why this 1s occurring here today, 1is
because Lutsel K'e did not provide any comments in
regards to the expansion project. And, also, one (1) of

the reasons that Lutsel K'e could not provide adequate
comments for the expansion project 1s because of lack of

resources and personnel here in the community.

8

I'd 1like to thank the Mackenzie Valley for

their extensions that they provided to the community and
for them to come here today to hear officially our
concerns 1in regard to the project.

So right now it's eleven o'clock. I
believe we have lunch at 12:00, is that correct?

Okay. Well, we have lunch at 12:00, so
what we'll do i1s this morning we'll hear from Deze
Energy, and also Mackenzie Valley, and then we'll have
Angie do her presentation, in regards to what she did
with the -- with the community and provide her
information to you. And then we'll open up the floors
for concerns and questions to the Mackenzie Valley or
Deze Energy.

So that's the way I see things happening.
Is there any concerns from MacKenzie Valley or Deze in
regards to the -- how we're going to conduct our meeting
today?

THE CHAIRPERSON?: Sorry. No, I don't



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 9
have any concerns, but, 1f it's all right, I'd like to

make some remarks before we turn it over to Deze.

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Yeah, that's no
problem. You can just go ahead. Georgie (phonetic), do
you want to -- or somebody can pick up that mic.

(BRIEF PAUSE)

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Also, anybody here 1is
also welcome to speak in their -- in the Chippewa
language. We have two interpreters in the back that are

constantly talking as you discuss, so I encourage you not

to speak too -- too fast and not to use five hundred
dollar ($500) words, or else, do not -- try not to use
acronyms because people get confused. For an example, 1if

you're going to use Indian Affairs, do you not say INAC,
say Indian Affairs, because people don't know what INAC
means, so -- so 1if you could use that.

So, with that, if we can the Mackenzie
Valley, and then Deze Energy. Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Good morning, everyone.
First of all, I'd like to say thank you to Chief Nitah
and to the members of council who are here today, and
thank you for welcoming us to your community. I'd like

to thank the members of the community in attendance
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today, and I'd like to thank the Wildlife Lands and
Environment Committee, its members and its staff, for
helping us put this meeting together. I've -- I've been
here a few times now, and it's always nice to come back.

I'"ll let you know who I am. My name 1is
Tawanis Testart and I am an environmental assessment
officer with the Mackenzie Valley Review Board. And I'd
just like to talk today about where we're at with the
environmental assessment for Taltson and what step in the
process we are at and what the future steps are and what
we hope to hear today during this meeting.

And just before we begin, the Mackenzie
Valley Review Board is happy to have put on this meeting
today, and we're providing lunch and refreshments for the
community, but we're here as observers.

The lady who's sitting behind me 1is
transcribing the meeting. She'll be keeping a record,
and that record will be put on the public record for this
assessment and it will be available for consideration by
the Review Board. But today, as Chief Nitah and the
Wildlife Committee are going to be chairing this meeting,
we -- we won't be speaking to anything other than process
issues through the meeting.

What we're hoping comes out of this today

is an understanding of what the -- the needs are of -- of
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the community of Lutsel K'e and the other people that are
here today. I know we have some -- some people from Fort
Resolution. We'd like to know what com -- the
communities need to know, what information they require,
to be able to participate in the public hearings in
January. Deze Energy provided a developers assessment
report in March of this year, and after -- in May we had
technical sessions where we talked about what information
gaps might exist.

The next step typically in an
environmental assessment is to ask for information
requests, and that's when parties and participants write
down their gquestions and provide it to the developer, and
the developer answers also through writing. In this as -
- particular environmental assessment, the Review Board
has decided not to do those written questions. They've
decided instead to have face-to-face meetings. This one
is happening in Lutsel K'e today, and on Thursday,
Friday, and Monday of this week, there'll be another one
in Yellowknife to talk about the other issues.

And we're going to be asking the same
gquestions of everybody at those meetings, which is what
do you need to know about this project to be able to tell
us what the potential impacts might be of the Taltson

Project on the people, the land, and the culture of the
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Mackenzie Valley.

After these meetings happen we'll be
asking parties to provide final submissions to the Review
Board, and as Chief Nitah said, we're planning public
hearings in January.

So today we're hoping that the community
can tell the developer and put on the transcript what
their questions are, the questions that they still have,
what information they need to be able to make those final
submissions, because this -- as -- as the EA has planned
so far, this will be the last opportunity for that to
happen within the environmental assessment.

With that being said, I hope that we have
a very productive meeting and that everybody is able to
communicate with each other and we're able achieve the
purposes that we've set out today. And, again, thank
you, everyone, for coming, and I'm looking forward to
lunch.

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Thank you. If I can

have Deze Energy do their presentation.

PRESENTATION BY DEZE ENERGY CORPORATION:
MR. DON BALSILLIE: Good morning, Mr.
Chairman. Good morning, Elders, elected leaders, and the

public at large. My name 1s Don Balsillie. I'm with the
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Deze Energy Corporation. I do represent the Akaitcho
First Nation Chiefs as a partner in this project.

With me today we have our manager and
Board of Director for Deze, Mr. Dan Grabke, and myself
from Deze. So we're here to -- as a proponent, to
provide as much information as possible today at this
sitting. And, hopefully, the more information that we
can provide and answer as many gquestions as possible,
it'll bring people to a -- to a better understanding of -

- of what this project is all about and where we plan to

move .

Also, we have an individual here from
Golder and Associates with us, and I -- we also have
someone here with Golder and Associates. He can
introduce himself and -- and what he does.

But just for this particular session that
we're having here today, as in the past, we're hoping, as
I said, to have as much information brought forward and -
- and understand the concerns that are out there and --
and how we can address those.

So, with that, I look forward to a very
healthy and informative discussion today. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

MR. DAMIAN PANAYTI: My name 1is Damian

Panayi. I'm a wildlife biologist with Golder Associates
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in Yellowknife, and I'm here today to help out Deze
Energy.

I first started working with Deze in 2006
and since then I've done a lot of wildlife studies
regarding the Taltson Project for Deze. So I'm
interested to hear what people have to say today and I
look forward to -- to your comments and hopefully we can
answer some of your questions.

MR. DAN GRABKE: Thank you. As Don
mentioned my name is Dan Grabke. This -- we've been
invited along to just to explain the project a bit, as
far as some of the details, and answer any questions that
we can to help this process. As far as we know this --
this process 1s the Mackenzie Valley's and the
community's process. We're here to -- to help with any
technical information.

With that, I've got a very brief
presentation that explains the project. For some of vyou
might have seen it in June when we were here in the
community, but others might have missed that chance to
see the project. So I'll go through a couple of slides
that explains the different parts of the -- the project.

As Don mentioned, Deze Energy Corporation
is a joint venture. It's with the Akaitcho Energy

Corporation, the Metis Energy Company, and NWT Energy
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Corporation, which is owned by the GNWT, the Government
of the Northwest Territories. Sorry, Chairman.
As many of you are familiar with the --
the Taltson River, it starts at -- near Nonacho Lake and
has many big lakes going down to where the -- the hydro

plant i1is near Fort Smith.

What we're proposing to -- to make three
(3) times more electricity out of the same site at the
Taltson by putting another plant beside it. There's a
model over there that we can -- that shows what we

propose to do there.

There's no new flooding involved. Right
now the water goes around the powerhouse that's there.
We're going to have that water that's going around the
powerhouse go through another powerhouse and make more
electricity, so there's no extra flooding. It doesn't
take up very much land, as far as where the power plant
is. It's right beside the other power plant.

There will be proposed a new transmission
line that goes over to the diamond mines to move the
electricity there.

This is just a picture of -- of how a
hydro plant works. The water moving downhill just spins
a propeller that turns a generator and makes electricity.

Here's a picture of the Taltson site right
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now. The water drops about a hundred feet and what we
propose to do 1s put another plant beside it with a
canal, basically a channel where the water goes, towards
the powerhouse and then through the propellers on the --
on the generator and then back into the river.

This is the spillway at Nonacho Lake and

what we propose the -- the spillway leaks guite a bit.

It was built in the '60s and -- and it needs to be
repaired. And we're looking at putting a new control
structure beside it, a more -- a cement structure instead

of a leaky gravel structure.

The big component of the project is the
transmission line. It's a long transmission line to get
to the diamond mines. It's about 650 kilometres long.

We looked at many alternatives to get to

the diamond mines from the Taltson plant. We looked
around the lake over by Fort Providence. We looked at
going underneath the water. We looked at going across

the islands, zig zagging across the islands, and then
crossing the Hearne Channel. And those alternatives were
ruled out for -- for different reasons. A lot of them
had to do with the length of the line going around the
other way. It's too long a cord for the power to go
through.

The ones that go under water, there's a
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problem with if anything goes wrong with the cable in the
middle of winter you can't fix 1it. And so it would be
unreliable to move power that way, because we have, as we
know, many months with ice overtop of the water.

There's going to be a great deal of -- of
business, employment, and training opportunities for a
brief time. It's about a three (3) year construction
period. It'll be short-term but very busy. What we aim
to do is make smaller contracts instead of having big
companies do all the work, to make the contracts small so
that smaller companies, community companies, can get the
work and -- and provide opportunities for local
businesses.

We have a commitment for hiring
preferences for northern aboriginals, especially those in
the South Slave. And we're working towards working with
the Aboriginal governments, schools, and the colleges, to

identify some training opportunities in this project.

This shows a number of jobs. There'll Dbe
sometimes four hundred (400) people working at the
Taltson plant. There's sixty (60) people for at least
one (1) summer working at Nonacho, about a hundred and

fifty (150) to two hundred (200) people working on
different sections of the transmission line.

As Tawanis mentioned, we submitted our
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developers assessment report in March. That is our idea,
our -- our studies, that say what -- what is the land and
-- and the situation now, what we think will change
because of our project, both good and bad, and what we'd
do about it to minimize those changes.

These are some goals that have changed a

little bit, but there hasn't been a decision to de -- to
build this project yet. We go through the -- the
permitting process, which is -- 1s this process here.

There's opportunities discussed, opportunities to improve
the project, and then there's a decision whether the
project goes ahead or not from the Mackenzie Valley
Board.

And then as a business we also decide
whether we want to spend a great deal of money on this
project, whether it's worth doing or not. We're hoping
to have the project completed in about four (4) years
from now.

That's it for my explanation of the

project. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Thank you, Dan. The
next presentation, that will be done by Angie Lantz. I

just wanted to express something, 1s that I didn't
realize this, is that after Angie's presentation we have

to give the chair back to Mackenzie Valley because, 1f I
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continue to chair, it means we're in -- starting to be in
discussion between Lutsel K'e and Deze Energy, which we
don't want to do at this point.

So once we do this presentation by Angie,
we're going to give the chair back to Mackenzie Valley
and put it on notice that we're not going to be in
discussion at this point.

So, Angie...?

PRESENTATION BY MS. ANGIE LANTZ:

MS. ANGIE LANTZ: Good morning, everyone,
and welcome to Lutsel K'e. It's always good to have
proponent and those individuals that watch over to make
sure that everything is done well without much negative
effects or impacts.

My role is to -- a role that I received 1in
a very short period, a role that an expertise or someone
of a higher caliber should have done the work. I was to
take and look at the do -- the developers assessment
report and try and make the information that's presented
in that report to the communities so the community can
understand it.

There are several technical terms that I
came across that I had difficulties with. If I have

difficulties with those, can you imagine how much
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members have.

my role is also to do a

the public meeting that we
interviews. And I Dbase
from public

Deze, and also from public
the exploration or
So that's

my role.

now. I've done a -- a brief

understand the connection --
our people have, and then

we have had -- we have with

is that connection to the
remote community in the
The population at this

(300) but our members

or more. I noticed that
year, so 1t could Dbe
our members are going to
universities, or pursuing
This

that this land

We are blessed with
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animals, pristine water and land, water fowl, mammals,
fish, ungulates, amphibians, raptors, fur-bearing
species, birds, fruits, berries, and traditional
medicines.

Lutsel K'e i1s considered very unique
because the community still continues to practice,
exercise, and teach a way of life to their children.
Many community members have families that 1live in other
communities in the north, as well as in cities in the
south. We have members pursuing education in colleges,
universities, and other training institutes. It is no
surprise to see people trying to get cargo of traditional
foods on the plane here, or in Yellowknife, to be
transported elsewhere.

We still continue to exercise our right to
hunt, trap, fish, and offer friendship. Community
members, despite increasing cost and increasing distance
and increasing effects and impacts of development, have
continued to harvest traditional foods, such as caribou,
moose, muskox, rabbit, beaver, grouse, ptarmigan,
waterfowl, fish, and berries. Our members who live
elsewhere do return to harvest their own traditional
foods. It is not unheard of to hear that our member who
lives in Ottawa or further to return occasionally to the

community to harvest country foods for the freezer, and
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to participate in traditional and cultural activities
such as the Spiritual and Cultural Gathering at Kache or
the spring trip to Ts' Ankui Theda.

The community has continued to encourage
families to go out on the land to appreciate the
blessings that our ancestors have ensured protection for
Lutsel K'e Dene. Families, while out on the land,
practise a lifestyle that is handed down from time
immemorial. It is at this time that the children and
young people are taught how to harvest traditional foods,
meat preparation, hide tanning for clothing, tracking
animals, setting traps at either kill sites or elsewhere,
setting up camps, stories bg Elders, detailing how 1life
was 1in the days when they were young, and how the animals
roamed this earth in this part of the country.

Traditional practice and teachings
continue to be passed on to the new generation. It is
not only the practice that is transferred, but beliefs
and values of the people, Chipewyan people. And one (1)
of the beliefs and values 1s to ensure there continues
the abundance of animals to sustain Lutsel K'e Dene.
Despite being nomadic and also following the caribou Dene
people did not deplete an area of animals and wildlife.

Many years ago I asked a Lutsel K'e

trapper why he still continues to trap and hunt in the
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vicinity south of the community. He said he does not

trap in the same area year after year, because there is a

need to ensure that fur-bearing animals reproduce

themselves and give them time. I asked him where you got
the idea. He told me his parents taught him about

ensuring that animals return and this is one (1) practice
that he uses. He i1is one (1) of our -- successful trapper

and hunter.

Interviews done with trappers and hunters
indicate that they do not Jjust hunt, but trap as well.
It is very difficult to separate the two (2) traditional
activity. When our hunters go out, whether it be to
Nonacho Lake, Austen Lake, and further than Reliance,
they will bring the traps with them for the kill sites.

Price of gas and o0il is wvery high in this

community. Despite this, community hunt and the distance
to caribou is increasing. One could look at this
scenario this way: Distance to caribou is increasing,

gas and oil prices increasing, disparity of caribou is
increasing, development area 1is increasing, causing lack
of capacity for caribou, effects and impacts 1is
increasing. many changes..

At the community meeting there are lack of
understanding termilo -- terminology used in the

development assessment report, scientific terms, and a
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our hunters and trappers.

Some of the hunters and trappers stated
they used to hunt for caribou to Artillery Lake, Nonacho
Lake, and in those vicinity, but the last three (3) years
the caribou has decreased and migration to those areas
have decreased as well.

An Elder tells a story of how he took his
grandson to the place where he usually hunts and has been
hunting there for years. He wanted to teach his grandson
about hunting, trapping, names of lakes, and traditional
route of Lutsel K'e Dene, and how to cut up the caribou
for transporting on sleigh back to the community. He
also wanted to ensure that there must be respectful
behaviour to animals and wildlife that cross their path.

It was sometime since grandson had

travelled that way, so they had paid homage to the land

by offering tobacco. They could not find any caribou, so
went trapping instead. They saw five (5) wolverines and
managed to get three (3) at Artillery Lake. This 1is
focussing on one (1) trip to Artillery.

He had wanted to carry on the tradition
that was passed on to him. He said he went to a
residential school in Deninu K'ue. When he did -- when
he returned he did not know how to hunt, trap, or fish,

or even working with dogs. He says he was lucky to have
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teachers like Elders J.B. Rabesca, Joe Michel, and late
Bruno Nataway and his father. This is how we live and
this is how we continue to pass our knowledge to our
children, he said.

People also -- also want the -- to deal
with the unresolved issue with Nonacho Lake, compensation
for deaths, lost livelihood from hunting and trapping in
that area. Concerns about the business model that 1is
including Lutsel K'e and how Lutsel K'e will benefit from
this project. We know that only eight (8) to ten (10)
people are anticipated to work on the project after the
completion date.

There's uncertainty about environment
impacts and how that is going to affect the continual
decline of caribou. More caribou will be declined.
There'll be less and less caribou.

There is some misinterpretation by some

company's minds and -- that Elders are saying there 1is no
need to monitor the caribou in a certain mine area. That
statement 1s totally misinterpreted. We know in this

community that the caribou, despite huge impact and
effects, must continue to be monitored and studied.

Mine visits by some of our representatives
-- our representatives have been notified that fur

bearing species are being destroyed and killed by trucks
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on the winter roads. Not all incidents have been
reported.

A concern was raised that left us with --
with uncertain practices of the licence that was 1ssued
to NWT Power that has to deal with the commissioning of
the dam by Deze. We need to have this cleared up. Who
holds the licence or permit for this decommission?

A concern on the division between the
Taltson River diversion and Nonacho lake and how this
impact the final design. That's a gquestion.

An Elder reiterates his travel with his
father and family in the area of Nonacho Lake and Taltson
Lake. There was an abundance of animals and wildlife all
year round he says. The Elder is the traditional
knowledge holder for the area and participated in
Professor Ellen Bieloswki's traditional knowledge study.
The Elder wants, as well as other Elders, the report of
Ellen Bieloswki be entered as evidence in the scoping
session. There would be further damage to the land in
gquestion.

Some Elders are concerned about the five
(5) year land withdrawal, yet Deze 1is proposing to build
a transmission line over the very land Lutsel K'e Dene 1is
trying to protect.

Some issues raised in interviews are:
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Trappers and hunters are saying beavers
are moving to larger bodies of water. Beavers, according
to trappers, usually resort to streams, small lakes, and
ponds.

Many people used to bring their families
Nonacho and Taltson Lake area to hunt and trap but no
longer use that area after two (2) of our communities

(sic) drowned due to poor ice condition caused by water

fluctuation. This also created havoc, effects and
impacts to many wildlife, particularly fish. Bieloswki's
study indicated fish are affected due -- due to water
fluctuations. As water reside it picked up minerals from

the land and deposited it into the water.

Some trappers had a cabin on Nonacho Lake
and one at Gray Lake. Both have not been used since the
incident and the cabins are now burned.

The transmission line do have an

electromanic field -- magnetic field that will affect the
caribou. Elders and interviewees are saying that the
caribou will get confused. Deze has completed a study on

this issue and state that the lands will cause radio
interference, electromagnetic field, and magnetic density
magnitudes. There's a need to further study as to
precisely detail how this will affect and impact the

caribou.
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We do not want to get this type of
information from other studies or studies done in another
country. We'd like to think that we are unigue and
appreciate that respect. Deze need to address this
respectfully.

In the Development's Assessment Report,
transmission lines will generate electric field noises
that is audible, you could hear, also known as corona
noise. This noise 1is generated by discharges on
insulators near the conductors and becomes more
pronounced during high humidity, rain or wet snow, a
buzzing sound. Audible noise at 15 metres is 55 dBA. As

you know, I'm not sure what dBA is but I know it has to

do with the amount of noise. That's how they measure it.
And 25 dBA at 50 metres. Remember, the towers are 22 to
25 metres in height. The lowest reading is at 50 metres
-- at 50 metres and 25 metres -- 50 metres.

Barren ground caribou. Local members who

were interviewed are very concerned about the caribou,
not only the barren ground caribou but the Beverly herd
as well. Hunters and trappers in Lutsel K'e rely on the
caribou for many cultural related reasons and also on
trappers who rely on kill sites to set traps.

Caribous is not harvested only in seasons

but all year round. Lutsel K'e land users are travelling
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further and further east beyond Artillery Lake to hunt
for caribou. Most of the hunters blame the disturbance
caused by activities on the land north of McLeod Bay, in
terms of mineral exploration activities which uses
tracks, aircraft, helicopters, winter road noises by
trucks, snowmobiles and camp structures, and all these
activities produce noise that affect distribution,
behaviour, migration route changes, and even habitat.

There were some concerns that were raised
at the June 2 meeting, during community engagement
meeting with Deze. Elders spoke to the Nonacho Lake
incident and flooding that cause many changes to the
wildlife due to water fluctuations. The public did raise
concerns that consultation to build a hydro plant at
Taltson did not take place in earlier years.

There was a clear message from Deze that
Lutsel K'e i1s the only community that rely on the land
more than the other communities in the vicinity of the
project.

Under harvesting and land use chapter
project recognizes that -- more so in Lutsel K'e as
evidence in traditional foods, consumption of harvested
meat and fish, returns of trappers have increased but the
livelihood practice is declining, as indicated by

trappers filling their -- selling their furs. Trappers
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are returning to trapping but the return to selling furs
is not.

Remember Elders' interviews state that
trapping in the barrens and boreal forest was plentiful.
They also stated that as the mine came in, less and less
fur-bearing -- less and less fur-bearings are available.
There are -- there are impacts that deal with habitat
changes, movement, behaviour, mortality, due to stress
related -- to activities on their habitat. Caribou
diverted due to exploration and developments taking place
in migration routes 1is also affecting trapping
opportunities as well.

Many state that the east arm is the most
pristine area of the north. We should include that
during the -- we should also include that during the Dene
National Assembly we promoted a fishing derby to allow
visitors the reason why Lutsel K'e need to protect the
pristine environment from effects and impacts of
development for resources. It was also to promote
support from partners of the Dene Nation to support the
endeavours to raise concerns that possibly may impact
this community.

Elder Joe Michel was interviewed in March
2007. He remembers travelling to barren lands with his -

- his parents, either by dog team or canoe. His father
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trapped white fix -- white fox, red fox, and wolverines
and other fur-bearing animals. Our ancestors followed
the caribou herds. Caribou kill sites provided trapping
opportunities for trappers. Travel routes for his family

took him to MacKay Lake, Walmsley Lake, Artillery Lake.
The trapping area is now where the diamond mines are.

Other Elders have expressed similar
concerns relating to project on impacts and effects on
caribou. They are aware that transmission lines have
electromagnetic field that will affect caribou
distribution, behaviour, habitat loss, and movement.
They go on to state that anchoring parts of the tower
will harm the caribou legs as they are spooked by new
predators, noise of construction, maintenance, and power
lines.

Elders have warned the community about
what could happen to the caribou if development 1is to
take place where the caribou reign.

Another Elder predicted, as told by -- to
him by his father, the Dene people will cry because there
will be more caribou. This Elder's family used to hunt
and trap where Snap Lake Mine 1s today. As a young man
he remembers they had to follow the caribou for food,
clothing, medicine, and trapping.

Transmission line will continue stressors
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for forty (40) years or more if more customers are found.
After removal of stressors there is hope that there's --
there is reversal for this caribou. Does anyone have any
information of traditional knowledge for this
information? Does anyone know 1f there is actually -- if
the caribou will -- there will be a reversal for the
caribou because of the impacts?

Deze 1is this saying that after everything
is removed the caribou will return as 1f the transmission
line or mines was never there, with uncertain prediction?
What studies are they relying on to make the statement?
Can't find it. Remember, the mines will be leaving a
huge footprint that would take many, many vyears for plant

food growth for the caribou.

The Bathurst -- they say the Bathurst herd
is most exposed to -- to development than Ahiak and
Beverly. There are many studies -- there are many

studies done on this herd but very limited on Beverly.
Project 1s using this information to anticipate
conservation estimates for Ahiak and Beverly.

There is a need to do a very detailed
study on the Beverly herd. Information on another study
should not be used for a different herd. They do not
have the same migration route with all the land details,

no type of food intake. Two (2) types of lichens:
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barren and boreal.

Not all caribou are collared as noted by
our hunters and trappers. There are sensory disturbance
leading to changes in habitat quality, movement, and
behaviour. Evidence that caribou herds respond to mine
development with all these associated activities and
linear developments by changing their distribution. Use
of information from another country on transmission line
noise where reindeer resist to crossing under power lines
due to line noise. Humming. And changes to snow
condition with large force openings. This Project along
with other development 1s expected.

Studies done on woodland caribou 1is used
to determine impacts and affects on Beverly herd. There
is very limited studies on Beverly herd. Bathurst herd
studies 1is available and used throughout DAR, Development
Assessment Report.

Project predicts that caribou will move to
more suitable habitat i1f any found, where there 1is less
noise, less stress, and other land activities. Space 1is
becoming less and less for caribou. There are various
types of food that a caribou consumes, such as barren
ground lichens and boreal forest lichens and some other
foods.

Continued opportunities for hunters and
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other human use was not included in assessment endpoint
because concerning (sic) regarding impact was not raised
during public hearings and no commonly water fowl hunting
ground within the regional study area. Some community
members have expressed their concerns regarding water
fowl, ducks, geese, swans and others such as grouse,
ptarmigan, rabbit even though they do not fit this
category, but must include since many have offered their
concern on this traditional food harvested during
trapping.

I just want to state that there is a lot
more information and questions and concerns raised during
the public meeting and during the interviews. I had -- I
had to put this together in a very short time. There was
so much information coming this way.

And I think on the historical and
archaeological sites, I just want to make mention that
Deze have found some sites but they're also saying that
they may have overlooked some other sites because of the
growth or because they were hidden.

So this is all I have to say for now.
Mahsi cho.

I have somebody who works with me, she
might want to say something. Nancy...?

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Nancy O'Neill, do you
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Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board rules and
regulations in a public hearing such as this, it's them
that has to chair the meeting for this to be an official
public Mackenzie Valley sponsored meeting.

They're like the judges. They're the one
that's the impartial party here. If there is our people,
especially 1f a Wildlife Committee member is chairing the
meeting then 1t becomes a meeting between the developer
and those that are impacted, which would be us so James
would no longer chair the meeting. I wish and hope that
the presentation made by Angie would be accepted by
Mackenzie Valley as intended, and therefore taking the
chair away from James and handing it back to Mackenzie
Valley.

So 1f the food is here -- 1f the food 1is
not here we'll just continue until the food gets here and
the Chair goes back to the Mackenzie Valley for -- and I
guess maybe you can just explain the process as asked by
Wildlife member James Marlowe.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Sure. First of all,
thank you for giving me the chair and for being
understanding about how our process needs to work.

I can't explain -- first of all we are the
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board.

We're doing an environmental assessment. The Mackenzie
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Valley Land and Water Board is the organization that
accepts applications from developers and does the
regulatory process. And what that means, when you talk
about the regulatory process, they're -- they're the
board that writes the licence and the permit that tells
companies what they have to do and how they have to
behave on the land to protect the environment.

When we do environmental assessments we
usually do them on big projects that have many, many
impacts and have the potential of seriously harming the
environment, and what we're trying to do 1is we're trying
to understand those impacts. We're trying to understand
what's going to happen to the land. And we're trying to
find ways to either take that impact away or to make it
less.

And then we tell the Land and Water Board
what to put in their permit when they write it, what
conditions to write into the licence, what conditions to
write into the permit so that the company knows what
sorts of actions have been agreed upon by both the
government people and also by the community people, by
the people who actually use the land, what they -- what
they want to see happen.

Right now, we're in an environmental

assessment and we're trying -- we're still at the stage
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where we're trying to understand what the impacts are.
We heard Angie's report, which is very good, and I just
want to ask when you gave your report, Angie, you asked a
lot of questions and you asked in a lot of places for
more information, and in these meetings we -- we wanted

to give the developer a chance to respond here today 1if

they can. If they can't, 1f they need more time to be
able to go away and -- and provide those answers in
writing afterwards -- but can we get a copy of your

report because you asked so many questions I couldn't
write them down fast enough. So if I could see it then
over the lunch break, maybe we could write those
gquestions down and we could give Deze Energy the
opportunity to either answer them or not.

Is that all right?

So when we have completed this
environmental assessment, when we've understood what's
going to happen, what the project -- what actions from
the project will have an impact on the land and on the
people, then the Review Board is going to hold a public
hearing and everybody can come to the public hearing and
talk to the Review Board and tell them what they think
and tell them what their concerns are and what their
views are. And the Review Board makes their decision

accordingly after having heard the people, after having
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heard everybody involved.

Once they've made their decision and
they've told the Minister of Indian Affairs what that
decision is the Minister of Indian Affairs then directs
the regulatory body, which in this case would be the Land
and Water Board, to write the permit and to put the terms
and conditions in.

Does that answer your guestion about the

process and where we're at? Chief Nitah...?
CHIEF STEVEN NITAH: Thank you, Madam
Chair. As the Chief of the Lutsel K'e Dene First

Nations, maybe I'll start by expressing some of the
concerns that have been shared with me over the years,
prior to the Developer's Assessment Report being
developed, prior to the const -- Deze Energy and the --
the whole business plan that's being developed around the
expansion project and the transmission line.

We in Lutsel K'e have always been
concerned, upset, and expect some kind of compensation
for the original construction of the Taltson hydro
facility back in 1965, for the purpose of powering up the
lead/zinc mine at Pine Point. We have never been
consulted on that original construction at Taltson, at
the Twin Gorges Dam -- Twin Gorges Dam site, nor have we

been consulted about the dam that was constructed at the
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mouth of the Nonacho Lake.

For information purposes that can be
considered by the Mackenzie Valley, we 1in Lutsel K'e are
people that are from this territory, from out traditional
territory. Our traditional territory is approximately
180,000 sgquare kilometres of land. We live in family
groupings throughout our territory, often moving with the
caribou for survival. That links directly to our
culture, our languages, our value systems.

Nonacho Lake was a very important part of

our traditional territory. We had several family
groupings that made their -- had their home around the
Nonacho Lake. Once the Taltson Dam was erect --

constructed and the accompanying dam at Nonacho Lake, the
flooding of Nonacho Lake began. Our communities in that
area were flooded out. Our cabins, our trap lines, our
graveyards, our entire existence there was pretty much
wiped out.

It's always been an issue for our people

here. In 1999 we launched a court case against -- or we
launched -- we filed a statement of claim against the
Federal Government. Unfortunately at that time it was a

statement of claim prepared by the Akaitcho communities,
Akaitcho First Nations. The signatories on that

statement of claim were the chiefs of Smith Landing, Salt



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 42

River, Deninu K'ue, the Yellowknives, and Lutsel K'e.

Shortly after that statement of claim was

filed and accepted by Canada, Canada agreed that there

was room for -- there was cause for -- for discussion and
possible compensation. Canada agreed that we should
negotiate rather than litigate and everyone agreed. The
next step was to negotiate an abeyance agreement: how

we're going to park the statement of claim while we
negotiate a compensation package.

Shortly after that, the Minister of
Finance at the time, Mr. Joe Handley, who later became
Premier, made a proposal to the Akaitcho First Nation's
suggestion that maybe we should look at expanding the
Taltson Hydro and stringing a line north to the diamond
mines for a business purpose. The Akaitcho First Nations
and the Akaitcho Territory Government agreed, minus
Lutsel K'e.

Lutsel K'e has never been involved in the
establishment of the Akaitcho Energy Corporation, were
not party to the Akaitcho Energy Corporation or the Deze
Energy Corporation. We have had numerous requests from
the Akaitcho Territory Government, who -- the other
chiefs in the Akaitcho Territory to join.

I received a letter again today stating

that we have until October 16th to join or they're going



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 43
to proceed without us. That is something that we need to
consider but I can now right -- safely say that without
addressing the historical wrongs that have been done to
our people here from the original construction of the
Taltson Dam, and then the subsequent dam at the mouth of
the Nonacho, 1t's going to be very difficult for us to
proceed as part of the ownership that is Deze, and the
current project developer's assessment plan that we're
reviewing and discussing today.

It's a difficult situation that we're in,

in Lutsel K'e. We have major concerns that seems to be
primarily the concern of us here in Lutsel K'e. We are
partners in Akaitcho. The other Akaitcho First Nations

and us have been working together for thousands of years.
Deninu K'ue, the Yellowknife Dene, Dettah, N'Dilo and us
here in Lutsel K'e, have made treaty with the British
Crown in 1900, and we're still in the process of
implementing the spirit and intent of that treaty. We
are partners with the Salt River and Smith's Landing as
well, and the Akaitcho Territory Government, and we work
together on many different issues and areas of
programming and services for our people.

So this project does put pressure on that
relationship. It's unlike any project that we'wve been

charged with assessing and expressing our concerns with.
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The Deze Energy Project, from my perspective, 1is like a
moving target. It's very difficult to nail down what it
is that has been planned. It's based on a lot of
assumptions that puts us in a position where I feel we
should not be right now.

It's not like reviewing the project
description and developer's assessment reports created by
Diavik, BHP, or De Beers at Snap Lake. Those developers'
assessment reports were fixed with business plans exactly
agreed to, and the ability for First Nations like Lutsel
K'e to review those business plans. Whereas Deze, the
fixed part is the expansion of the Taltson, the winter
road between Taltson and Nonacho Lake and the expansion
or upgrade of the Nonacho Lake Dam.

Outside of that the major footprint is the
transmission line. With the transmission line not really
fixed it's difficult to assess and express concerns
specifically to areas where we may have major concerns,
whether it's over historical community sites, historical
grave sites, important harvesting areas, whether for
hunting caribou, moose, and now muskox, whether it'll be
in the trapping lines areas of individual members.

The other area that is troubling to us
here is the fact that we are -- that this project has

been reviewed by Mackenzie Valley and that Deze Energy 1is
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asking for a permit to construct a major project, largely
dependent on an anchor client that has not gone through
the environmental assessment process themselves. The
Deze Energy business plans relies heavily on Gahcho K'ue,
devel -- De Beers diamond mine, as their anchor plant to
make this project feasible.

We, in Lutsel K'e, have not been given the
opportunity to review any project dev -- proponent
developer's assessment plans of the Gahcho K'ue project.

I know the Gahcho K'ue project is still --
they still have not filed a project description plan. If
they did, it's not been assessed by the Mackenzie Valley
Boards, whether it be this Board or the Land and Water
Board. I know they've been referred to a higher level of
scrutiny that's available under the legislation that
created the Mackenzie Valley Boards.

Speaking with Jim Gowans, the President of
the De Beers Canada, the Company has not even made a
decision whether they're going to proceed with Gahcho
K'ue. They're definitely not going to proceed this year.
They may review and re-look at the possibility in the new
year. But -- I guess the point I'm trying to make here
is we are putting the cart before the horse and that's a
major concern.

And, you know, that's -- it's like a
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moving target again. Are we -- why are we stressing
relationships that's been going for hundreds of years for
a project that one of the partners are not comfortable
with, and proceeding with a -- with that project and
feasibility of that -- this project being based on
another project that has not been granted permits, or
gone through environmental assessment. That puts us 1in
another precarious position here in Lutsel K'e.

Gahcho K'ue will be assessed by the
Mackenzie Valley. Other First Nations will be given the
opportunity to express their -- their positions and
concerns. What impact would this project have on their
ability to have -- to be able to give a free and -- and
unintrusive expression of their concern?

If this business model and plan is -- 1is
dependent on Gahcho K'ue and Gahcho K'ue 1s, in our
territory, in our traditional territory, then Gahcho K'ue
will be supported by the Yellowknives Dene, by the Deninu
K'ue First Nations, by the Smith's Landing First Nations,
by the Salt River First Nations, by the NWT Metis Nation,
by the Government of the Northwest Territories, through
its Power Corporation and Energy Corporation, for that
project to go ahead. Because without that project this
project doesn't make financial sense.

So that puts us in a bind here because the
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-- that project in Gahcho K'ue is going to have more of
an impact on us that any other First Nations or any other
entity in the Northwest Territories. So for me to review
Deze Energy's plans in isolation of Gahcho K'ue 1is not
good business. It's pre-determining the possibility of
Gahcho K'ue moving forward without even going through a
scrutiny of time and the scrutiny of the people and those
charged with reviewing the impacts of such projects, vis-
a-vis you guys from Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact
Review Board, and then your rec -- subsequent
recommendation to the Land and Water Board.

One area of the Developer's Assessment

Report that's lacking a lot of information, or any
information, that I'd like to bring forward right now, 1is
the impact -- the possible impact of the project on
muskox. I'm not sure 1if people in Mackenzie Valley
Boards, both the Land and Water Board and the
Environmental Impact Review Board, understand and 1is
knowledgeable, is that the muskox have migrated westward.

We hunt muskox at the Stark Lake and

McLean Bay area right now. We've har -- we harvest them
right now in that area. We see them as far west as Basil
Bavy. There's been no count of them, no assessment of

them, but we can say for certain, that us in Lutsel K'e

know that they are around, they are outside of their
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years. And 1f you were part of any of those reviews of
those major projects, Golder were able to come up with
management plans that -- that can mitigate any concerns
or issues that First Nations and other concer -- other
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the mining industry, whether exploration or development,
and the numbers of caribou declining is -- 1it's Jjust a
little bit too close for comfort.

So the mitigation recommendations through
the management practices by -- recommended by Golder,
doesn't carry to much weight for me anymore. That's
something that I feel strongly that I should speak out on
here for the public records.

Traditional knowledge 1s something that we
encourage throughout all processes by the teams, that
mitigative management techniques recommended by companies
like Golder and Associliates carry more weight than what we
say as the people that have been using the -- the land
and all its resources, including renewable resources,
such as caribou, taking the backseat to Golder and -- and

the Golders of the world's recommendations.

(BRIEF PAUSE)

CHIEF STEVEN NITAH: I'm sure the Elders
in this room, the land users, and some of our technical
staff working for us at the community level and at -- and
at the regional level will also express some of these
concerns as well. What I thought, for the purposes of

starting this afternoon, before lunch, that I, as a
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chief, who's been listening to my members over the years,
can clearly express these concerns on behalf of the
membership.

And I thank you for your time. Mahsi cho.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Chief. I
would like to speak to some of the points that you've
raised, and I'd also like to allow the developer to speak
to some of the points that you raised. And, certainly,
everything that you've talked about is going to be
recorded and we're going to bring that to the Review
Board members themselves and raise those issues with
them.

But before I speak to those issues, I
think the food is here, so perhaps we can adjourn for
lunch. And when we return at one o'clock, I'll talk a
little bit about some of the things that you said.

Thank you, everyone.

--- Upon recessing at 12:13 p.m.

--- Upon resuming at 1:25 p.m.

DISCUSSION PERIOD:
THE CHAIRPERSON: All right. So, good
afternoon everyone, and thank you for coming back to our

meeting. And thank you to whoever made the really,
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really good bannock that we just ate.

It was you? Thank you, James.

So, I -- when we broke, we had -- Chief
Nitah had said some things that I wanted to address and I
wanted to also give the developer an opportunity to
address. And then, James, you wanted to say something.
So I'"1ll let you say something and then I'll make my --

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: No, I was Jjust going
to ask for a -- a gqguick summary of what happened this
morning before we broke for lunch.

THE CHAIRPERSON: All right. Well, we --
when we convened this morning, we had -- we had an

opening prayer and we heard remarks from Chief Nitah, And

we also heard -- James had some things to say. And we
had -- I spoke a little bit about our process and where
we're at with the environmental assessment. And the

developer, Dan Grabke, from Deze Energy, was helpful and
gave a small overview of the project.

And then we heard from Angie Lantz, who
gave an excellent summary of some work that she's been
doing, talking to people in the community of Lutsel K'e
about their concerns and their views on the development
at hand, which is the Taltson Hydro-electric Expansion
Project.

The translator told me I was talking to
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fast and using difficult words before, so...

All right. So, before the break we were

talking about what Chief Nitah saw as some of the

concerns of his community. And certainly there's some
very good -- good information in what he had to say. And
particularly, I'll -- I'm going to let the developer talk
to some of the points, but just to -- I wanted to make

some clarifications from the perspective of the Review
Board.
And one of those clarifications is Jjust

for everyone's information, the Gahcho K'ue Project

underwent an environmental assessment two (2) years ago
now, I think. And I was lucky enough to be on that file
and so I was there for the assessment. And at the end of

it the Review Board, their decision was that the issues
at hand were important enough, in the level of concern,
and the level of environmental impact that potentially
could happen was severe enough, that they would refer the
project to an environmental impact review.

And, currently, that is still being
undertaken by the Review Board and we are waiting for De
Beers to submit their environmental impact statement,
which is, in an environmental assessment, we call that
the "Developer's Assessment Report," the DAR, and so that

is where that is at.
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And, certainly, Chief Nitah, you are
correct, that that project has not received any kind of
approval and it has not gone to permitting, and it isn't
likely to anytime this year, at least.

The other point that I wanted to address
was the issue of what we would call legacy issues, and
that is the flooding of Nonacho Lake, and the changes to
the landscape that happened as a result. And, also, the
issues that the people of Lutsel K'e experienced because
of that flooding, and the deaths that occurred.

These were all things that we heard when
we came to Lutsel K'e for our scoping exercise, and we
certainly heard them again in Fort Resolution from Lutsel
K'e community members, and we have heard them really
throughout this environmental assessment. And the Review
Board recognizes that that loss has been difficult for
the community, and we hope that there will be some kind
of resolution brought between the Government of Canada
and Lutsel K'e for those losses and for those tragedies.

And, unfortunately, in the environmental
assessment, 1it's not something that the Review Board can
contemplate in its decision making. We wrote into the
terms of reference that we wanted to hear about legacy
issues, things that happened in the past, insomuch as we

need to understand that information to ensure that those
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things do not happen again in the future. But the
company that was responsible for the original dam
construction and the flooding at Nonacho Lake 1is not Deze
Energy.

And the process that can be used to
resolve those issues and to specifically address the
question of compensation is not an environmental
assessment, and it is something that would have to be
negotiated with the Federal Government and with other
actors. And so it is not something that we can address
in our process.

Also, similarly, the particular business
structure of Deze Energy and the partnerships that are
included is not something that we can contemplate in an
environmental assessment either. Although I am going to
leave it up to Deze Energy about whether they want to
address how they are engaging with the community of
Lutsel K'e through partnerships and through other
mechanisms.

And so those are just some of the points
that I wanted to make. And, James, do you have a
question? And does anyone else have a question?

What 1is your name? George, okay.

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON?: Oh, I am sorry. Just
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before you begin, James, 1if everyone could say their name
before they speak for the lady who is transcribing this
meeting, so she knows who 1s talking.

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: My name is James
Marlowe. Just a couple of gquestions I'd like to ask, and
also maybe a couple of comments.

First of all, I'd like to say that, as a
First Nations member from Lutsel K'e, from our meeting
yesterday, I think there is a need for Deze Energy to --
to thoroughly explain or educate us as exactly what they
plan to do in regards to the transmission. There's a lot
of uncertainty. There's a lot of things that we don't
know that are going to happen.

So I'm going to ask you to, sometime,
maybe later on, not -- not way to long, but as soon as
possible, to let us know exactly what you're trying to do
to educate us, so we can understand what you're trying to
do, because there's a lot of people that are here cannot
read the two (2) booklets that you guys provided, which
is l1like this thick. So we don't know. We need you to

come here and tell us exactly what you plan to do.

There's a few pictures here. I mean
that's -- you know, we know the land. Everybody knows
the land, how it looks. So what I'm asking you is to

assist us to understand your project, not just give us a
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couple of big binders, so for us to understand. Like me,
I -- I graduated from high school and got a diploma in
Native Studies but yet for me to understand that two (2)
booklets, I don't know exactly what the heck i1s means 1in
there, so I need you to tell me exactly what you're
trying to do.

The second one 1is: I think that vyou
should sponsor a terminology development workshop, a
terminology development meaning the words that you have
in your documents, those big documents. You know,
there's a lot of words in there that we don't understand.
Not only that, we need to know exactly, like place names.
You mention a lot of names on the land, but we -- some of
the Elders have a Chipewyan name for it, but do not know
what the English name is for it. So I would recommend a
terminology workshop and a place names workshop.

I guess Tawanis just mentioned that
compensation is not the issue here, but I know, like,
everybody is thinking about it and I'm pretty sure
somehow arrangements can make -- can be made where we can
do something about that.

The gquestion that I have 1is the large
camps that you're going to propose at Pike's Portage. I
want to know what the environmental impact 1is over there.

You know, what's going to happen? What i1if you have 300
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people there? You know, you're going to have garbages.
You're going to have sewer. You're going to have all

kinds of garbage.

You know, right now 1t's pristine. That's
our sacred area. It's our blueberry patch that everybody
goes there every year. If you put a big camp there,
like, you know, what if all that area 1is damaged? Like,
what you going to do? It can't be -- it can't be fixed
at all.

The -- the other thing too is, in the
future, if this development goes ahead like you -- I
understand -- well, I know and I hope 1it's true that you

would negotiate an impact benefits agreement with us, 1in

regards to the transmission line.

You know, there's a lot of -- again, I say
this: It's a lot of uncertainty on the project.
Yesterday we were trying to go through it. It was really

hard for us to understand it and there's so many things
that are being impacted.

The other guestion I have 1is: When the
NWT Power Corporation, or maybe Deze, you know, when they
acquire the Northwest Territories Power Corporation, when
it was transfer from the NTPC to the Territorial
Government, like when you're in business like that,

sometimes, like, when you have a responsibility and when
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you transfer that responsibility to another entity, vyou

carry that responsibility to the other person. And all
of a sudden in this -- in this case, that responsibility
of this, the compensation issue just disappeared. You
know, like, that's not good business. It's just -- for

an example, 1f I sell you a house, you take all the
responsibility of the house with you. It's just business
practice.

Those are my gquestions. And I'd like to,
you know, ask if there's any resources that you can
assist us in order for us to do our local work, you know?
If maybe there might be a corporation, I'm not sure, but

if we ask for resources for assistance to work, maybe you

can assist us. That's all I have to say.
THE CHAIRPERSON: George, I just -- I
don't -- I want to -- I'm cognizant that -- I know that I

want to give Deze Energy a chance to address some things
that Steve Nitah said before the break, so I'm going to
let them do that and then we'll come back to you.

Is that okay?

(BRIEF PAUSE)

THE CHAIRPERSON?: Okay. Chief Nitah...?

CHIEF STEVEN NITAH: Thank you. I just
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wanted to touch on the legacy 1issue. Nonacho Lake has
been impacted. We feel strongly that -- we express
ourselves strongly of our concerns and our desires in
that area.

If Deze Energy 1s given the permit to move
forward, then Nonacho Lake will continue to be impacted.
What then? Our concerns are still the same. The impacts
still continues, it's a little bit more. That's the
responsibility that Mackenzie Valley that needs to
consider.

You can't really consider current impacts
without considering the legacy 1issue. So I would suggest
that Mackenzie Valley open up their minds and maybe
revisit their legislation a little bit so that 1t Jjust
don't dismiss historical wrongs that may impact current
wrongs. Mahsi.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Just to clarify, We are
considering legacy impacts in -- in this Environmental
Assessment, insomuch as they would continue to have an
affect on the present day. So Nonacho Lake being
impacted in terms of water levels and hydrology and ice
formation in all of those -- those areas, those legacy
impacts are being considered by the Review Board to
ensure that the types of effects that -- that the

original impact had does not occur in the future as Deze
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Energy takes over the operation of that dam site.

So we are considering -- we are totally in
agreement with you and we are considering impacts for
that reason. What I mean by not -- not looking at legacy
issues, 1s specifically we can't address the issue of
compensation and we can't look at the past wrongs that

were done by another actor.

Does that clarify? So now I'm going to
let Dan -- Dan respond.
MR. DAN GRABKE: Thank you. Dan Grabke.

I believe, Chief Nitah, one of the comments you had, and
it's a valid one, about the moving targets involved in
this project, that is -- that 1s true. There are lots of
components in this project that need to fit together in
order for it to proceed. Some of it is the environmental
review process. Some of that has to do with how much
water 1s allowed to go through the plant and how much
goes around the new plant.

Those sort of things have an effect on how
much power we can sell. And for that reason we're still
in discussions with the different customers as to how
much we could sell them and at what price we'd sell them.

So we haven't got those contracts nailed
down yet. We can't because we don't know -- have all the

answers yet as far as the size of the plant and -- and
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any restrictions that we have on the plant.

Regarding Gahcho K'ue, this project does
not depend on Gahcho K'ue going ahead. If the other
mines need enough power this project would go ahead
without Gahcho K'ue. We plan on financing this with the
bank -- a bank and the banks wouldn't lend us money
without having signed contracts, and so we could never
build it without having a firm customer base that would
pay for it and -- and have a business case on it.

That being said, Gahcho K'ue would be a
good customer, 1f they did get permitted, 1f they did
build. And so it would be a positive thing for our
business to have Gahcho K'ue around but it's not
dependent. Our business is not dependent -- or as far as
we know right now, 1t's not dependent on Gahcho K'ue
moving forward.

As far as other developments, Gahcho K'ue,
other mines, the way we see this is that we're providing

-- we're not saying these mines go ahead just because

there's power there. They -- they would have their own
process to be reviewed and -- and people would have a say
as to whether they go ahead or not. We would allow them
for it to be possible to -- i1f they did exist, to be run

on hydro electricity which is a lot better for the

environment than running diesel generators. So in a way
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we help -- 1f development goes forward we help it go
forward in a more responsibility manner. We don't create
it, we don't make it happen.

As I mentioned in -- when we were here in
June, if -- 1if Lutsel K'e was -- was part of Deze, they'd
have very much a say in the type of customers that we
would support. And so they -- Lutsel K'e could have an
influence on additional customers, 1in that manner, have
some say or veto in that regard.

But I do understand that, you know, in
some ways 1t isn't a very fixed project. I hear from --
from James that they want to know more about the
transmission line. And -- and we would -- we would love
to come back to the community and talk just about the
transmission line, get a better understanding of it.

The Developer's Assessment Report that we
were told to write had a manner, I guess, or a form that
was told to us by the Mackenzie Valley Review Board, and
that was called a "Key Lines of Inquiry,"™ which talks

about things all over the place, and you don't have a

section just on transmission line. But we were told to
write 1t that way. It -- it does make it difficult to
write -- 1t does make it difficult to read and understand
and -- and we know that.

And so, 1f there's a way we can take out
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some of those pieces, bring in some experts and talk
about it in -- in, you know, simple language, understand
each others terms for different things, we would
appreciate that opportunity.

I'"ll just check notes here. Oh, regarding
the large camps at Pike's Portage, right now they're --

they're marked on the map, we haven't exactly pinpointed

them. Again, that is something that we would -- we would
appreciate the -- the knowledge and guidance of Lutsel
K'e to help us precisely pick those -- those camps.

Those -- those camps will be there for a
very short period. The -- the transmission line goes in
a tower at a time, moving forward a kilometre, two (2),
three (3) everyday. And so they're working out of that

area for maybe a couple months and then the camp is no

longer used. During that period there would be strong
enforcement of -- of rules and regulations, as to what we
do with -- with garbage and water, sewer, those sort of

things, so that there'd be a least amount of impact.

And regarding the terminology workshop,

I'm not sure whether we could do that all in one (1) day,
or maybe do one (1) day terminology and place name
workshop, and then one (1) day to talk about the -- the
transmission project. But Deze would be more than happy

to do that.
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(BRIEF PAUSE)

MR. DON BALSILLIE: Thanks Dan. Don
Balsillie, Deze Energy. Just with the guestion that was
raised, both by Steven -- Chief Steven Nitah and Ex-
Chairman James Marlowe, the -- the Company itself, Deze,

definitely 1s a company that's going to take a look at
all impacts. And 1f -- there are impact benefit
agreements that should be negotiated with the communities
along the route at -- that are impacted. Being part of a
company that we want to see succeed and take care of
every aspect of the project, including negative impacts
that may impede the ability of First Nations to exercise
their rights, in terms of harvesting or possible impacts
on the environment that may have long-term effects, we

will definitely have to look at those and deal with

those.

And as First Nations and as Aboriginal
people part -- being part of a company, you know, 1it's
going to be there in the -- in the forefront to be dealt
with.

Just in terms of ongoing impacts on a
watershed such as the Nonacho Lake, we know that drastic
impacts did occur when they built the original dam. And

that's an issue that can be handled outside of this
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process.

And for future impacts that are associated
with this particular project in relation to water levels,
et cetera, definitely we're going to have to deal with
those and take a look at those and deal with it in a
manner that -- that communities feel 1is appropriate. So
being part of a company that is sensitive and has people
on there, I think we could really set a trend in the
North, in terms of a corporate entity doing business, 1in
terms of how they should conduct themselves, as well as
things to look at that we should be sensitive to.

As an example, when the diamond mines came
into Akaitcho territory there was no policy in place by
government or the Aboriginal groups, 1in terms of how they
should deal with us. And 1f you can recall, people were
gquite concerned that the diamond industry was going to
have a huge impact in the North and the lifestyle
especially of the Dene people, that the Minister heard
from many different chiefs that we had to sit down and
talk about this issue.

Unfortunately, the Minister made a
decision to move forward with the project and gave us
sixty (60) days. Sixty (60) days to deal with this issue
of impact benefit agreements with -- with the mining

industry.
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And so as Aboriginal people nowhere in the
world were we able to turn and say, Oh, give us an
example of how the diamond industry has dealt with
indigenous people. There's no place in the world that --
that actually dealt with them fairly and had agreements
in place.

So here's a situation where we're an
opposite end of the spectrum, 1n a sense, where we are
the developer, as Aboriginal people involved in the
Corporation that wants to utilize a resource and benefit
from the resource. And hopefully by utilizing a resource
of this nature we can eliminate another source of energy,
in my opinion and many others, is wreaking habit -- havoc
with the environment, which is diesel. The more diesel
you burn, the more fossil fuel you burn out in your
environment. The negative impacts down the road, in
comparison to hydro, could be gquite dramatic.

So in saying that, I think we take a
responsible role here, in terms of ensuring that we -- we
deal with this in a very open, transparent, and forward
manner. Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Don. Now,
George had a guestion, and then you, sir.

MR. GEORGE MARLOWE: Mahsi. I listened

to you back and forth since ten o'clock and it's not very
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nice for me. I want my people that got concerns -- and
you and the Water Board and the Mackenzie Valley and the
Chief and you guys Jjust talk back and forth to each
other. It's not very good for me.

First, that Deze Energy said, the
compensation, you got to be approved by government. Even
that, I don't like that one, because there's no
assessment report about compensation from Deze Energy
about the Nonacho Lake flood. We've got to have that
compensation first. Not only flood compensation: The
water of Nonacho Lake that's flood, well, I want
compensation for that. And also that Nonacho Lake flood,
that fish -- mercury in the lake, you cannot eat anymore.

I want to have compensation for that, too.

Not only that. I'd 1like to have a
compensation -- how many trees around Nonacho Lake area
you kill. It's all dried up. In some places I went
there tre -- by boat, close to the lodge. I used to go
around the point. You don't have to do that anymore.
Just go through the bush with a motor. A lot of tree's
been killed and that's a big area. That's tree
compensation.

Tree is not enough. How about the burial
ground? I remember Annie Mercredi, Little Joe's sister

here, he went through there and he said one point, sandy
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point, a nice little sandy point, there used to be thee
(3) or two (2) kids' grave there. It's not there
anymore. It's flooded, the water went over. We should
have a compensation for that too.

We've got to have something before

anything goes through.

And then last -- yesterday we talked about
this. After that I talked to some young people that's
concerned. Even one of them translator behind you there.

He said that transmission line I don't really like 1it.
It's not for me but my kids -- kids, he said. He's
thinking about his young guy, he's thinking about way
back. And I have lots of grandkids too.

And not only that, there's a concern --
little concerns started around 1970, then it went bigger,
bigger, bigger all the time.

And always -- every time we talk about a
hydro line or hydro, there's Metis in there. We don't --
we talk about them, we don't want Metis in there and you
still put Metis in there.

And also you have one and tur -- turbine
some place in the Taltson River and you want to put
another one again. That means you have two (2). To have
two (2) turbine in Nonacho Lake, that area, I -- I was

looking at that picture there, you got to have little bit
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water up again. You got at least flood a little Dbit
again to have two (2) turbines in there. And that you're
going to kill more fish and trees and maybe some more
burial ground it might be over now.

Myself, yesterday I said that I trapped

yet, even though and I'm going to be seventy (70) in --
nine (9) more days I'll be seventy (70) years. I still
trap, not for the money, I said. That's true. That's
for my grandkids. I'm teaching my grandkids in the bush.

I know that area really good: Nonacho
Lake. I wanted to go back there but the reason I don't
want to go up because the fish. I will never eat fish
there again. Never. I've seen them with my both eyes
that the way the fish look. Nobody, even you people here
you want to fish but you'll never eat it. Never.

And to Water Board now. You said
something in the -- in the slide there, it say something,

I didn't really look at it, but is that going to be
approved by the Water Board as the project start, or what
-- what 1s that? I didn't really understand that one.

So I just wrote -- I Jjust wrote little
things there, that's 1t, but can you tell the people that
anything that start in our land has got to be approved by
our people there. Not the Water Board, not Deze Energy

Board, 1t's got to be approved from us.
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When it's approved we got to have a good
deal. A deal's not even made. If you want -- go to the
-- approve by the Water Board. It's not very nice too.

Even the power line, you're asking for

power line. Who knows 1in Lutsel K'e about power line?
All I know is from an -- like a seen from people, some of
them, that that power line, the one -- that steel --

steel thing over 100 feet long, some people said they

could -- they could scare a moose or a caribou away,
because the sound of -- from the line, the wind,
something like that. And -- and I believe that too,

because the line outside here, sometimes a nice north
wind you could hear just like whistling something.
Something anyway.

And the line goes through further lines,

that Prairie Falls, every summer we go there for

spiritual gathering. And here we're talking about a park
and one of them, a park working board -- I'm sitting on a
Board there, but just like -- I don't know, there's no

position to us anyway, to me anyway, maybe Steve maybe
knows, but never told me.

And some of my Elders that said already we
want to go through the park first, and here the park
thing, just like i1t stopped for me. I don't know. Don't

hire any -- hear anything anymore, too much.
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And I -- but where the power line's going

to go through in that area, we, as hunters, will harvest

our own caribou and food for our children. I know in
here not many hunters, not many. Already -- I said
already. I was -- when I came out from the residential

school 1955, I don't even know nothing about hunting,
shooting, skinning caribou or anything.

But that Elder, John Rabesca, was there at

the -- I went -- I used to go out with him all time,
because I want to learn. He's a good hunter before when
he was young, a good trapper. Nobody ever beat him
trapping. I don't think too many people beat him
shooting caribou or anything, hunting in snowshoes. I
remember everything. That's the one that teach me. And

today I still go hunting even 1f I'm old.

And I said that whistling things from a
line, from the further lines, tree line, I'll say up to
MacDonald Bay anyways, south from here, at least about 30
miles anyway. All that area, from tree line to Basil --
MacDonald Bay, I think maybe more than a thousand or five
thousand (5,000) muskox went in the bush. They're there
in that area, even right now they're up there now.
Besides, I had a little cabin up there. There's tracks
around there.

So those -- those kind of things, what's



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 72

going to happen in the future, thirty (30) to fifty (50)

yvears from now, caribou, moose, all the fur, marten,

wolf, like that?

There's lots of things -- that paper, I
don't have it with me here -- we wrote a lot of things
down . I sat down with my grandkids, my wife, and some of
my girls there where I wrote these things down. And
Angie had those papers but I don't -- I never give it to
Angie. Even my -- my grandkids are talking, and said
they don't 1like that -- that line. I don't know why.
He's a high school student. Maybe it's not only him.

When I think about that -- the land, I

guess even Albert was there, and we used to go there on
Nonacho Lake lots of times, and when I look at it today,
when I sit down here and think about the trail, where we
used to set up a tent by the lake and had a fish net out
there, no more now. Just like somebody mentioned
yesterday, or other day, that i1it's just like somebody
killed everything from us, from me, Jjust like that. I
will not set a net in Nonacho Lake again, I said, summer
or wintertime.

And yet, you said no compensation. What
kind of a company 1s that, tell us like that?

Last time you were here, that Deze Energy

was here, I told them about before we start talking we



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 73
got to have a deal first, the money. And the same guy

there, he told me that we're not going to make a deal

until we make money. That's not nice to them, not good
at all, that kind of answer. Before you do anything, vyou
got to have a -- you got to make a deal first.

I remember way back there with the
Regional Power, we sit down in here, we're making a deal,

and he said it's guaranteed it'll be thirty (30,000) to

forty thousand (40,000) a month to the Band. And Deze

Energy 1s not like that. Deze Energy will not help me,
that 1if my power 1is cut off -- even look at me until T

get that money. That's the kind of things that piss me
of f.

Today when I said somebody pissed me off,

that's not for me, that's for my people, my grandkids, or

whatever. But we should have a good deal before we talk
about this. Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. We hear
what you -- what you have said and it's going to be

recorded on the transcript and I'll take it back to my

Board. And now I'd like to allow you to speak.

Can you say your name? Can you say your
name first? Okay.

ELDER ALBERT BOUCHER: Albert Boucher --

can you use the microphone, please? I'm talking my
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language.

(INTERPRETED FROM THE CHIPEWYAN LANGUAGE INTO ENGLISH)

ELDER ALBERT BOUCHER: Albert Boucher,
from Lutsel K'e. Thank you for coming here. This 1is
something very important what we're talking about. We're

having this meeting here, the Chief and Council are here,
we've got interpreters here. I want to thank everybody -
- to gather information here.

Today what we're here to talk about, talk
about the power lines that's going to be strung through
our land. Us people that stay in Lutsel K'e here, this
is our land. We -- we live on this land, we raise our
children on this land, we hunt animals on this land.

Even till today some -- some people still trap. My

brother still have traps out towards Nonacho Lake.

So what -- what I think here, I'm going to
tell -- say it in front of everybody. When I was ten
(10) years old I used to be -- I used to trap at Nonacho
Lake with my dad. And from there winter came, I started

trapping myself around Nonacho Lake, what Georgie
mentioned, he's telling the truth. Nobody can eat from
the area, even the fish there is all spoiled, the land

too 1s spoiled. All that he said 1is true. Things that
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hunt on it, the way we trap on it. Even until today
we're -- we're loving the land more and more because we -
- we love it so much. The water is good.

The reason why we're talking about this,
when summer comes 1in August we go hunting to the
Reliance, we go together there and pray for one (1) week.
We come back to good pristine land, and that's how we
want to keep the land.

If you put a power line across, the way we
used to live in the old days will never happen again.
Even the camps, you go up to the Pike's Portage, you get
to the first lake, there's just beautiful, really
important, that's from the old days. How -- how many
yvears they been using that Portage? It's still the same
way. So if they're going to work that it's going to be
spoiled.

We don't know how it's going to be and all
of a sudden it might just disappear from us. And 1f they
pull the power line across they're going to build houses
as well. And 1f they build house in the future we won't
travel the land as much. So that's why we -- we can't
make our mind up because it's really hard for me.

And we talk about the animals, caribou.
When the mines were built there used to be lots of

caribous in the o0ld days in this land. When the mines
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were built the caribou was starting to decline, even now
we hardly see anything now.

So what do you think is going to happen

when you pull the line across the land? What are we
going to live on? The caribous are far, will provide
nothing. Even the swans or geese, even the ptarmigans

might be spoiled because of the power lines, they're

going to fly into it and they're going to die.

Everything i1is going worse on us. That's
the reason why we -- we're saying no. We have to
express, we don't want people to work like that at -- for
us . This is a lot of the things, you know, today. We've

been thinking about a lot of things lately in Lutsel K'e

here.

If they're going to work with us -- us, we
going be a boss. We don't want somebody from other towns
to tell us what to do on our land. It's got to be us
first. We mentioned that a lot of times. On the east

arm here we use the land very much, we work on 1it, we
survive from it. For that reason we -- we think about
it, us people that stay here, we have to ask each other
information.

Us Elders we talk about it. We have to
tell this younger generation. We're thinking about them,

that's why. It's for them so they can have a good 1life
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in the future.

I mentioned this lots of times. When the

park was made in 1870, 1t was worked on and it was left

alone. We worked on it again. And let's work on it
fast. We said, we don't know what's the outcome of it
yet.

Now they hope -- they did a land
withdrawal for five (5) years. Even that has been walked
over. Just like we're not being respected. When we talk
people don't listen to us. Even that is no good for us.
That's not good for me. That's why these workshops --

they have a workshop for us and we talk amongst each
other, we'll make good words, and then we'll have a good
conversation about it. And when the paper is done up and
why the reason where they want to put the power line
across our land.

And Nonacho Lake we talk about, I've been
on the land from ten (10) years old, and old days the
fish was good, the water was good, there was no flood.
And you could see the fish, the fish were healthy. I
used to have -- water myself. After that we put -- the
water, we checked it out, the fish tails were really
narrow, the trouts were black. Us people, we can't eat
that kind of fish, it doesn't look good for us. Cooler

(phonetic) fish, they eat -- the land and the water.
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All the flood was all over. From that all
the fish are changed and caribou areas used to be good.

Now where caribou goes 1s getting further and further.

We don't harvest that much caribou anymore. All because
of the mines and the power lines. How are we going to
survive in the future like that? Even our kids. That's

the reason why we don't that to happen.

We can't just say yes, Jjust like that.

This is what I think. Not only me, there's other Elders
are -- they're going to say a few things too, I guess.
They have to. This has been a long time. I mentioned
that if we say no here, why can't you pull it -- pull it
through Yellowknife. That's what I said. I said that
before.

You can't do it there, there's one -- if
you ask for it, it could be done. If you guys do it that

it'll be good and then we won't have to argue about this

land on this side. We're telling you what we disapprove
of and there's going to be lots more. We love the land
that's why we say no. We want to keep the land the way
it is. We don't want it to be spoiled.

No planes, choppers. And the power lines

if it's pulled over, Georglie mentioned 1it, it's going to
make noises. So that's -- I have that much to say for

now. Thank you.
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how people used to live. So they said okay, so we built

a cabin there, but at that time you couldn't even eat

fish. And their plane landed and we took everything out
and we -- in this with a canoe. One (1) hour we caught
over a hundred fish. Nobody can eat 1it. I threw them
all away. I just took the nets out of the water.

Well that's a big -- big piece of land
that's been spoiled for me. Everything that I eat was on
the land. It's all spoiled. Even sticks the water
spoiled.

Up in the Inuit country three (3) dogs
died. I heard -- we heard it all over the radio. How
come when they spoil the land around Nonacho Lake nothing
was mentioned on the radio? Nonacho River there's people
living there. Kids go up there to trap beavers and
muskrat, and all the muskrats and beavers froze. And vyou
never hear that on the radio. And when it comes to us,
you hear everything on the radio. What about all the
things that you guys spoil or kill? None of that you

hear on the radio.

Nonacho Lake is my land. I grew up on
that land. From 1939 to 1984 I worked on that land. Now
I don't go there anymore. It was just like with no power

-- for me.

Olden days people respect our land, that's
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why they kept it a long time. Even their trapping roads
that too was kept really good. I've been all over Porter

Lake (phonetic), with dog teams I travel around that

area. Porter Lake to here, I used to do three (3) nights
from Porter Lake to Lutsel K'e. That time there was lots
of caribou. Right from Porter Lake to Lutsel K'e there

was caribou all the way. Where's all those caribous now?

In the olden days people only survive on
caribou. One person, six (6) dog teams, and all those

people live only on dogs, even their children live on

meat. Not only us, all the trappers, people -- all the
trappers they use dog teams out in barren lands. They
all lived on caribou. Now everything is disappearing

from us.

In the old days long time ago, our
forefathers tell us stories, now today that day has come.
Olden days people would tell us about white people,
that's what he means. White people will come to our land
and we're going to have a difficult time with them.
That's what's happening right now. My grandparents told
me this in the olden days, it's just like they told me
this morning, even though I don't know how to read. It's
just like for me was this morning.

Now everybody knows how to read and write.

Me, I don't have paper beside me. When I talk I have to
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be telling the truth because I -- I went through that,
that's what I'm talking.

Now, vyou talking about putting this power
line on our land. One (1) way I don't approve 1it,
another way I approve 1it. I don't know why the reason.
I'm still trying to understand that.

And now, today things, it's always about
money and when it comes to the future, things that we
survive on it's all going to disappear, no caribou.
That's the reason why somehow we have to make money.

And 1f you pull a power line on our land
maybe 2 percent. If not, then I will not approve 1it.

Me, 1it's not for me. As far as these younger generation
and our future, that's what I'm talking about, so they
can survive from that.

In the future none of these younger
generation are going to go hunting on our land, they're
just going to go to high school, from there they're going
to get jobs. Hunting, they will not know anything about
hunting. And when that happens that's when we're going
to lose our heritage and our culture.

When we teach our children about heritage
they say they can't live 1like they used to live in the
olden days, so how are we going to teach our children? I

don't know how we will. The only way we can work 1is work
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together and we make good words. When it's time to have
a meeting, when there's meetings happening other places
we don't go to those meetings. How can we understand
things when we don't go for meetings? We can't
understand anything.

And the people that are in charge of the

mines, Water Board, even that they don't -- they don't
even approve -- with us and they give licence out. They
give out water permits. They don't even ask us first.
That even there is not good. This is our land and we
have to get approached first. We love this land.

People who are sitting here, the bosses,
and they start doing things without asking us, we're not
going to like it, we will tell them right away, even our
councillors and Chief. We all live together here. We
all know each other.

You guys stay long aways. Even though you
still have to ask us, because this is our land. You
can't just give out water permits like that to anybody.
That kind of stuff -- there's a chief, the councillors,
they're just like -- we can work good. There's always a
little bit crookedness in working, that's how it is.
We're going to work 100 percent.

Don might start crying so I better cut it

short.
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(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. Please
don't make Don cry. James, you'wve been waiting and then
J.D. or do you want J.D. -- We'll let James ask his

gquestion and then...

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Thank you. Just a
couple of guestions. When I asked if you can help us
understand the project I wasn't only referring to the
transmission line, I was referring to the effects on the
wildlife, the water, all the animals, you know, that's
what I meant on the environment. Where you going to go?
Like, what happens in the springtime, fall time,
wintertime, you know, when i1t rains, when it snows? It's
not only the transmission alone, like, I -- 1like, for me
to understand that, that's simple stuff.

What I was referring to is the effect on
the route, on the water, the fish, because there 1s so
much uncertainty from yesterday when we talk about. We
were asking questions but our -- our guestions were not
answered so I need to know exactly what you're trying to
do and what -- you know, what I was saying is the effects
of all the activities, you know, not only the
transmission line alone but when you construct.

I know there's going to be, 1like, five (5)
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or six (6) camps along the route from Taltson all the way
to wherever you're going to go. That's where -- that's
what I was referring to.

For an example, in the summertime when the
powerline breaks or something it causes sparks, right,
and the sparks fall on the ground and it catches forest
fire. You know, those kind of things I was talking to.
It's not only the 1little simple stuff, I was referring to
the whole project.

When I meant the whole project is when I -
- when you restructure the land, like when you dynamite
it, what -- where are you going to go, how deep are vyou
going to go, how high are you going to go? You know,
those kind of things I was asking.

And the other thing again is when the
transfer occurred from NTPC to NWT Power Corporation,
that never happened with our consent but it happened
without our consultation. So when you transfer a
responsibility to another, again, I say you accept that
responsibility. I want to bring that -- make that known
again.

And the other thing too is the options.

Is this route that you're proposing, is that -- 1s that
you're proposing this because 1s it the cheapest or

there's other routes that you looked at which I saw you
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do that but you never made any reference in regards to
the amount of money you're going to spend? Like, 1is this
the route on our land the cheapest route? Or else I know
those other routes too so 1f you can put a cost figure on
that for me.

And one final guestion is the -- you know,
we're 1in the process of establishing a park here in our
territory. My question to you, the Deze Energy
Corporation, is that are you guys trying to push this
issue of putting this power line through before the park
is established?

From my understanding once that park 1is
established there's no way there's any activities --
industrial activities supposed to take place.

So my gquestion is, are you trying to push
this through before the park is established? Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON: I'm going to give Deze
a -- a chance to respond to that and then after they've
responded we'll let J.D. speak and then J.C.

Does that work? Yes.

MR. STEVE ELLIS: I mean, James Jjust
asked questions of Deze, but are these gquestions also
going to be provided to the Board to consider? That's --

THE CHAIRPERSON: He's asking -- yes.

I'm going to answer that. This -- what we're doing here
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is actually kind of a unique thing for us 1in our
environmental assessment practice.

And normally when -- when James asked that

gquestion to Deze, he would ask it in writing and then

Deze would answer in writing. And we're not doing that
in this case. We're -- we're doing it by talking to each
other. So when James asked that question it's being

written down in the transcript, Deze's going to answer.
That will be written down in the transcript.

Those transcripts will be read by the
Board. So that information will go to them and if you
don't see us writing everything down and you don't really
understand what's going to happen next after this
meeting, understand that we are recording everything
that's being said here.

And the information that's being gathered
and the information that's being asked for will all go
back to the Board and be considered by them.

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: That -- that was my
understanding. Like whenever a person asks a gquestions
it's going to the Board also for consideration and I
expect that to -- like those questions to be answered.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Yes. And the questions
are going to the Board for consideration and the answers

are going to the Board for consideration and we're also
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going to do our analysis of how -- of how well the
answers answer the question and all of those things.

We're going to do it from the transcripts
and we're going to do it from what we hear today as

opposed to doing it through that written exchange and

through --

Sorry, his name is Steve Ellis.

MR. STEVE ELLIS: Yeah, Steve Ellis
again. Just to follow up on that process 1ssue, 1like,

James, for example, just asked a question about the costs
of the different alternatives.

Now I don't think Deze can do a full
analysis of that right now so is -- is the Review Board
going to be taking these guestions that are posed today
and asking for formal responses from Deze or is what they
say today the sum total of the response?

THE CHAIRPERSON: If Deze feels that they
cannot adegquately answer the question today, then they
can choose to provide a response in writing up until the
end of October.

If they provide a response today that in
the Board's mind doesn't fully answer the question the
Board can direct them to more fully answer the guestion.

And also, I'll just speak to, again, James

also asked some questions about -- and we heard, again,
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the issues of compensation. And just to be clear,
whether or not compensation should be offered to the
community of Lutsel K'e is not -- 1is not something that
we're contemplating here today.

But from the perspective of the Review
Board, we can't address the issue of compensation for
legacy issues within the environmental assessment. So,
it's not something that we can discuss, or 1t's not
something we can contemplate within -- within the Review
Board process.

Also, I heard both Pierre and Albert talk
about the fish at Nonacho Lake. So, their guestion there
is that they would like more information about what
happened to the fish and how we can stop that from
potentially happening again because of this project.
That's a gquestion that -- that I'm going to take out of
the transcripts and -- and post to the Deze and present

to the Review Board.

So 1is everyone pretty much clear on -- on
how this information's being transmitted? Yes?

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: I'm not exactly
sure -- oh, Florence Catholique. I'm not exactly sure 1if
you 1interpret the -- the presentation from the Elders.

I don't think that it was whether it would

be the same impact as what happened earlier in that area
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to what 1s now being proposed.

I don't think that was the interpretation.

You just -- you Jjust -- I just heard you saying that the
Elders were wanting to know how the fish were -- what
happened to the fish in the past are going to -- the same
thing is going to happen to the fish there. I don't
think that was the -- the interpretation.

THE CHAIRPERSON: No, sorry. I -- to
clarify, I meant that -- what I heard them say was that
the -- the fish, that there were issues with the fish,
and that -- and that it wasn't well understood how that

had happened, and that they didn't want that to happen
again.

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: Okay. Maybe
they can speak to that themselves because it's -- 1it's

very dangerous to --

THE CHAIRPERSON: Right.

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: -- to interpret
if it may not be correct. So they can talk to that
later.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Do you have --

MS. CATHOLIQUE: In regards to the
compensation -- in regards to the compensation, under the

NWT, the Northwest Territories Waters Act, it does

provide for compensation for impacts for the current
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application through the Mackenzie Valley Water Board.

So that might be something that you should
look at because I've heard you saying several times that
that's not possible.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Not through the Review
Board process.

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: But there is a
way where the compensation can be addressed.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Yes.

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: Just so, you
know, because 1f you just say no, that can't be
addressed, then another means of trying to get to it 1is

going to happen.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Hmm, hmm.
MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: The other part
that I don't hear much talk about is the -- like, we're -

- you're dealing with an environmental impacts only, but
in the Mackenzie Valley Act it also talks about the
socioeconomic impacts and that has to do with a lot of
the well being of people, and the economics of people.
And that whole area is -- 1s very weak and
I think that's where a lot of discussion is being centred
upon, but the -- the people don't really ask direct
gquestions. And so you've got to be a little bit careful

as to how that -- that goes on.
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So, I just -- I just wanted to make sure

that we're getting the right message and that we're not

just putting words in their mouth. So just be careful.
THE CHAIRPERSON: Yes. And 1f I can
address that, I -- I would also like to make sure that we

understand clearly what's being said.

And 1if I say that this is what I heard,
and I'm wrong, I would -- I would very much appreciate
that people correct me because I want to make sure that I
understand correctly as well.

And when I speak to the issue of

compensation, I just mean within our process, the

Mackenzie Valley Review Board. We can't answer gquestions
about -- like, we can't -- we can't contemplate
compensation. We don't have a mechanism for it in the

environment assessment.

What we can do 1is we can hear that there
is a need for compensation, a need for reconciliation and
that that continues to be an issue for the community.

Pierre, did you want to speak again, or
did you -- were you Jjust telling me to turn my microphone
of f?

ELDER PIERRE MARLOW: I think my
gquestions weren't answered.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Yes. No, I'm going to
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turn it back to Deze.

(INTERPRETED FROM THE CHIPEWYAN LANGUAGE INTO ENGLISH)

ELDER PIERRE MARLOWE: There's a few

comments that I wanted to make. That land that's

damaged, it's really damaged because it really concerns

us, around Nonacho Lake area. All the land 1s damaged
and now they want to put a transmission line. What's
going to happen? I don't know how we're going to survive
off the land anymore. When they were building that dam,

I went there at Nonacho Lake around this east arm, that's
where we're living on the lake.

We could hear activities happening around
that area so I asked my brother, Let's go over there so
we went over there and we were living out in a camp at
that time and we were low on food supplies and we had
children at that time, so, we were -- didn't have enough
food so we went out there to see if we could get some
food off these people that were building the dam. So we
told them that we were short on food and going to Lutsel
K'e is further away and we only had dog team and I got
kids, do you have any food that you can spare us?

So they were asking -- said that person --

one (1) person told me, if we weren't here where were you
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going to get your food from; that's what he told me and

so until today I'm still thinking about that and what --

when I asked him for food what answer he gave me. He

didn't even give me one (2) loaf of bread and they didn't
even offer us any coffee at all, too. So what they told
us, I didn't really like 1it. At first, they asked us 1if

we wanted coffee so I told them I could make my own tea,
so, we left.

So I told my brother, Let's just go so we
left and here that big piece of land, of my land, has
been damaged and today I've been asking for compensation.
I never even got a penny. All these European people,
they just come here and damage our land. We have a
pristine land before, before that damage and even around
Artillery Lake it's very beautiful. That's a very
beautiful land that we have. We love that land so we try
to keep our land as beautiful as it is and we don't Jjust
throw our garbage anywhere on our land because that's how
much we love and respect our land.

And we're living here in a community now
but if we go out on a picnic and we come back, bring our
garbage back and deposit in the right place. And around
Fort Reliance area and here and those tourists what they
do 1s when they garbage, when they're throwing their

garbage away, they dig underground and then they put
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garbage under and then the next thing you know the bears
come around and takes it all out.

Us, we don't do that because we have

respect for our land and we keep it clean. So this 1is
why -- this is how we operate and live on our land. Our
ancestors have lived thousand -- over two thousand
(2,000) years and the land still looks the same. They

never spoiled or damaged the land because they loved
their land as well.

So this is the kind of road that they have
paved for us and this is why we're working till today
from here out -- up to Fort Reliance area because we have
two (2) routes, one (1) road goes to Stark Lake and
another route goes out on the main Great Slave Lake out
to Fort Reliance. So those are the two (2) routes that
we use. In the summertime we use the boat, in the
wintertime we use the skidoo and so we still travel to
Fort Reliance area summer and winter.

And here you guys are saying you're going
to put a transmission line right on our route and how am
I going to travel on my route? What's going to happen?
It's going to be -- I'm going to be affected. Am I going
to be wealthy or am I going to be poor? I don't think
I'm going to be wealthy. I think I'm going to be more

poor and you're going to be taking away all my food that
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I live off the land.

It's not only me that I'm thinking of.

The younger generations that are going to be coming, this
is who I'm thinking about. I'm not talking for myself,
I'm talking on behalf of the generation that's coming.

And all the people, the European people, I
am pretty sure you guys are more wealthy than us. Ever
since NWT, ever since here in the north the European
people came up here, they're the ones that ended up being
rich and us people that living here on our land, we're
poor. We never become rich.

No, and you're just taking our land,
taking our land away from us and here you're even growing
vegetables and stuff like that on our land and here
you're selling the vegetables, so, making money off our
land again.

So if we're going to have a garden or
something that maybe we're going to have licensed in the
-- 1in the future; maybe that's what's going to happen.
How are we going to survive if we don't have licence to
live off the land.

And even now the Water Board and -- 1is the
ones 1issuing out licence and do you guys get money from
it? This is our land. This is our water. By rights us

Dene people should be getting paid for it but we don't



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 98
get nothing.

And even now 1in the past before even in

the store now cigarettes used to cost thirty (30) cents
and now 1t's twenty bucks ($20). How you think we're
going to be getting rich? We can't get ahead. Even in
my household there's four (4) of us living there and if I

go to the store and buy groceries two hundred dollars
($200) worth and that wouldn't even last for a week. And
it's not like a big meal we have every day. I wonder
what happens to the people, a family that's got a lot of
people or a lot of children and now that everything's sky
high, even rent 1s expensive. Even though I don't pay
for rent because I own my own house but yet I still pay
for a water bill and also for the power.

So now I'm paying a huge bill on power

because of that house that I own. Sometimes it goes over
three hundred (300). It's never under two hundred
($200). It's always like that every month and the only

thing that I get paid or I get monies from is that 01ld
Age Pension and so that sometimes I'd can't even mix --
to meet the end of a month.

And here all that damage has been done to
my land and I never got no compensation. By rights I
should have got compensation, so, this is what I'm

talking about. Thank you.
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(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. I'm going
to let Deze Energy respond to your comments and to James'
earlier gquestions.

MR. DAN GRABKE: Thank you. Regarding
alternatives to the transmission line, from what I
understand in this process, and I'm new to the process
too though, process is new, but I can try and answer the
gquestion or I can say what I know and say I'll get back
to you with a better answer and that'll be put to me in -
- in writing.

There is gquite a section in the -- in the
Developer's Assessment Report on alternatives and it
explains how we pick the different choices and it wasn't
just strictly cost. There were some routes that were
technically wrong to do, there were other routes that
were unreliable, such as the ones that went underneath
the water, and there were some that were costly. And so
those were all put into a -- a table sort of thing and --
and the best alternative out of those was picked, using
those criteria. But there is a section in the report
that -- that explains that.

Regarding trying to push this through

before the park is established, I -- we don't believe



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

that the park and the transmission line are

each other. We think that the transmission

through a park. It has in many other parks.

looking for advice and guidance as to where

Page 100
exclusive of
line can go

We're still

to put it

through the park. There's no alternative to going around

it. But we're not trying to fast-track this

park i1is established.

before a

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: Dan, can I ask

you a gquestion on that? I seen in Parks Canada, in their

Information Request, submitted a statement

in January 2,

2008, which states that the proposed transmission line

can go through the park and it's in section

3(b) of the

Territorials Lands Act that allows that to happen.

Where and how did that exemption for the

transmission line occur? Who was involved

in that

happening and where's the documents that shows that?

Because that's Parks Canada bringing that issue to -- to

the table.

MR. DAN GRABKE: When there was first

discussions about a -- a park, we talked to

Parks and because a transmission line doesn'

Lands and

t involve

ownership of land, it's just a -- a right-of-way, there
isn't a transfer of land, a park can exist and a
transmission line on top 1if it. The transmission line 1is

temporary. It doesn't give you title to the land or
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exclusive rights or anything like that. It just allows
you -- the right-of-way allows you to put towers on the
land.

We expressed our concern that we're
looking at this project and to have it not exempted
wouldn't allow it to happen at all. With the exemption
it doesn't say that it will happen, it just allows it to
happen 1f we decide and everybody decides that it can
happen. And so it was a way of having it so things
didn't grind to a halt, stop totally for -- for five (5)
years, no discussion at all.

As I said, it doesn't say the transmission
line has to go through. It just allows 1t to.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Do you have another

gquestion, Florence?

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: Yes, correct.
Thank you, Dan.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Can I -- just before
you begin, I just want to ask, does a -- are you -- do
you have more to respond to, to James? I want to -- the

reason I'm asking these questions 1s because after you've
asked your question, Florence, I'd like to call for a
break so that we can all grab some coffee and
refreshments. And so -- but I'll let you ask your

gquestion. And are you done responding to 1it? Okavy,
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excellent.

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: Thank you.
Yes, I did -- I think it's a good idea to have a break
pretty soon because we have some young students here and
I think they wanted to make a presentation and we should
allow them to be involved.

My question in regards to the Territorial
Lands Act is, I wanted to know when section 3 (b) put in
the exempt -- exemption to have the -- the transmission
lines and auxiliary facilities for power generating at
any electro-hydro project on the Taltson River only be
allowed through the -- through that parks area.

As we heard earlier, a lot of Elders are
gquestioning why 1s there a transmission line being
discussed when the parks scenario is not dealt with and
the land freeze for five (5) years has not come to a
completion.

And so my guestion was, who was involved
with this? Was this something that had happened a long
time ago or is this a new development, because we're not
really sure that we don't understand that there was an
allowance for the transmission line through the park
area?

MR. DAN GRABKE: Okay. As I said, when

- when we heard that there was discussions about a

2
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proposed park we -- we talked to some of the people in
Parks and Indian Affairs, Lands Department or whatever,
and expressed our concern that we were looking at
proposing a transmission line, and if they didn't -- 1if
they just had no development for five (5) years it would
stop even our discussions about that.

So as far as the wording, I actually
helped put those -- those words together so they could
put it in that would describe this Project because it was
kind of underway and this other process was underway.

And as I said, they didn't see 1t as a

problem because it doesn't state a transmission line has

to go through or will go through. It just says it might
be able to. And so it allows this other process to
happen, as well. So I talked to many people.

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: Do you, Dan, 1in

-- 1in your capacity as the NWT Power Corporation member,

are you, as the Deze member, you said, I prepared.

MR. DAN GRABKE: Oh, yes, myself as
acting on -- on behalf of Deze working for the Project,
yeah.

MS. FLORENCE CATHOLIQUE: Thank you then
because I -- it -- 1t bears into guestion people that
were involved -- in 2008 we had such a thing called the

Land Working Group and those are people that worked for
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us that should have informed us about this. We also had
negotiators that were involved in this and I'm not very

sure how that came about without us knowing it.

That -- that's just my -- just a question.
THE CHAIRPERSON: All right. I think
we'll all take a break and refill our coffee cups. If

you look on the wall behind me, my colleagues have been

writing down some of the things that we heard that people

are looking for more information about. You can see what
we've written down. If you have any corrections, let me
know. And we'll take fifteen (15) minutes.

--- Upon recessing at 3:02 p.m.

--- Upon resuming at 3:20 p.m.

THE CHAIRPERSON: All right. If everyone

wants to take their seats, we'll get started.

(BRIEF PAUSE)

THE CHAIRPERSON: Well, we're still
missing a few people. So as we continue, we have a group
of young people who have come and they wanted to say some
things to the Company.

So we're going to get them organized and I
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think they have a presentation and we'll try and round

some more people up. All right.

(BRIEF PAUSE)

THE CHAIRPERSON: I'm not quite sure
where Dan and Don went so we'll just wait for them to

come and sit down and then you guys can speak.

(BRIEF PAUSE)

THE CHAIRPERSON: Okay. So i1if you guys
want to sit down and you're going to speak into the
microphone and before you say your -- before you say your
views and say your opinions, just make sure you say your
name so that the lady keeping the record can write it

down and we know who said what. Okay?

(BRIEF PAUSE)

MS. SAYIZ CATHOLIQUE: Hello, my name 1is
Sayiz Catholique and I'm a Lutsel K'e Dene First Nation
member. And what I had wanted to do was to bring in the
youth so that they -- they have concerns, as well, and I

think that what we -- what this whole project is is a
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really, really big project that's going to impact a lot
of things.

And so what they are going to do, this 1is
the senior class of the Lutsel K'e Dene School and so I'm
really happy that they're here because I think 1it's
really important that -- I know that lot of community
members are here and they have a lot of concerns and I
think that one (1) of -- the voice that they also need to
hear is the voice of the young people.

And I know that, you know, this project,
if it does go through, like, they are the ones that are
going to be mostly affected because out of all of us in
this room these young people are the ones that are going
to be here the longest.

And so with that, not all of them are
going to speak, but some of them have concerns that they
would like to share about this and so I'll just introduce
the classroom. Starting over here we have Nathaniel
Marlowe, Jarad Marlowe, Roger Catholigque, Jake Basil,
Jasmine Desjarlais, Sayiz Catholique, Hermoline
Catholigque, Dylan Enzoe, and Star Catholique.

And so we'll just start on this side and
it's up to them. Like, I know, like, this is a really
big thing for them to -- to share and -- but I know, vyou

know, that each one of them have really good, you know,
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important concerns about it and I just hope that a lot of
them are able to share with us this afternoon.

So with that we'll just start on this side
and 1t'll just be up to them. Like, they can come and
sit here and say a few things and if they don't want to

then, you know, I'm really proud of them for being here

anyways. So with that, mahsi cho.
MR. NATHANIEL MARLOWE: Hello. How's it
going? You guys going to make this? It's going to make

it happen? My name 1s Nathaniel Marlowe.

This is where I want to live forever with

my kids. This is where my family's from. This is who I
am. You can see everybody standing there. You guys are
going to take away a big part of our -- our 1life. I want
to live the same way my Elders lived. I don't want to
see that all over the place. It's not something I want
to see.

What's more important high education, or
heart, home? You tell me. You guys have all your high
education and money schemes and all we have 1is home.
Makes me pretty mad to see everybody always like that. I
don't know, I just sense a unity coming towards us all,
though. It's coming, and you guys are coming here to
almost take it away.

I just want to live the same way my Elders
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want to have a family here, raise
ay, not with seeing all this city
at. This is where I was raised.

s are raised.

You know this is who we are. And who are
you? Where's your heart? Where's your compassion?
So will you go through with it for all

your money? You want
make you realize how h
right, have everything
know, the movies, same
what you want to do?

tell us all. I don't

all that cash, make you happier,
appy you are. That would be nice,

you want, a fast car or, like, you

thing. Why is it you want to do
I don't know. You guys have to
know what's going on. I just know

that you want to do something that takes something away

from us, that what our
beginning. We've been
I don't

hope that you all find

live the way we want t
I see d
laughing. Or are you?

Look at everyone else,

even look at them. I

ancestors have had since the
raised here.
know what else to say. I just

it in your heart to just let us

o live.
oubt in your faces. I see
Look at everyone else, not me.

not me. One (1) person, can't

just hope you guys have a heart.

MR. JARAD MARLOWE-DESJARLAIS: Hello,

everybody. My name 1is

Jarad Marlowe, Jarad Marlowe
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Desjarlais, two last names. And I was -- I was born in
Lutsel K'e at the nurse's station, if you can believe 1it.
And I -- I just -- I'm just here for the -- to know
what's going on with the Taltson hydro.

And I think it would be a good idea to
happen and it's -- and on the other hand, I think it will
be bad for the environment, for building and for building
it for the -- probably pollute maybe not much of the land
but for building the power lines to go to the mines. Is
that what we're here for, for the power lines?

And it would also be good for the

environment because -- because the Taltson Hydro is run -
- it is an environmental -- clean, no pollution, which,
in the other hand, diesel -- diesel is polluting our
environment. And most of the mines in the NWT are

polluted by diesel in the fuels.
So, 1f you were to make a Taltson hydro

plant you would have clean, efficient energy directly to

-- from Taltson hydro plant to the mines. And the
negative impact that I think is that, building the -- the
powerlines would have -- would have probably a pollution.

I'm not too sure if it would pollute the area and the --
around the area, but if -- if this is good for the
community and good for Lutsel K'E then it should happen,

but if it's -- people have concerns then -- then we
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should be aware of those issues before we begin the --
the construction of the powerlines.

That's all I have to say.

(BRIEF PAUSE)

MR. ROGER CATHOLIQUE: Hello, my name 1is
Roger Catholique. I was born in Fort Smith but raised
here. I was raised in La Loche Lake which is half ways
to Fort Smith. It was burned down by -- in a couple of
years ago.

But, and this -- and I grew up on the
land, in the bush where my ancestors was all over. And

what I think about this extension, Taltson River

extension, 1t goes through a long range of land, through

many creeks and lakes, or rivers but -- and there's many
animals in there too. The animals can't speak for
themselves, but we do. And -- and it may benefit us with

work and money and that, but money can't buy happiness.
Money doesn't last long, not as long as the land where I
was raised in.

And I want my grandchildren to see what I
saw in the bush where my grandpa raised me. Yeah. The
land is, like, part of us. And caribou, we all love the

caribou here. We're doing that for thousands of years,
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I wouldn't want this for our land and I
know our land wouldn't want this. So we have to stand up
for it, we can't have this happen. Nothing will be the
same, our culture will not be the same.

I would want my kids to learn our culture.
I would want them to fall in love with what I fell in
love with, the land, the trees, the birds, caribou, the

fish, everything, the air, just so beautiful, you know.

Just -- there's no place like 1t on earth. It means a
lot to me and to us. We are as one with the land. The
land has raised us. It kept us strong, it kept us going.

It made us who we are now so we will stand and fight how

long it takes. That's all I have to say. Mahsi cho.
MS. JASMINE DESJARLAIS: Hi, my name 1is
Jasmine Desjarlais. My auntie came to the school this

morning and told us about this Taltson hydro expansion
that's going to happen. And I seen all the effects, like
what it's going to do to affect our land. And 1it's going

to do lots of stuff to our land if this thing is going to

happen.

I want to grow up and have my kids, my
kid's kids, I don't want them telling me -- they're going
to ask me -- we're going to see these long power poles

all along our sites and...
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(BRIEF PAUSE)

MS. JASMINE DESJARLAIS: I want my
children to see what I've seen in land. I don't want --
I don't want none of my kids to grow up and not see any
caribou.

I don't -- like, the land -- land is my
heart and pretty much everyone's heart around here
because we -- 1like, we live from the land. We -- the
land i1is our culture. And to me -- to me, no one knows
this land like we do.

I just don't want to hear that in the next
couple of years are those things going to happen not --
if it does happen, I don't want -- I don't want to hear
that there is going to be -- go hunting and there's no
caribou around or fishing.

If you put the Taltson hydro expansion

here it'll just -- you're taking a part of l1life away from
us too, you know. It's not all about one thing, 1it's
about everything around us. That -- that's all I have to
say. Thank you.

(BRIEF PAUSE)

MS. SAYIZ CATHOLIQUE: Okay. I guess
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that's it for the speakers. And just to elaborate a
minute on that, I think that one of my greatest concerns
about this project is the fact that it's going to cross 7
kilometres from our spiritual site which is Ts' Ankui
Theda and that site is a site that really needs to be
protected and preserved to be pristine. Every year our
people go there. We go there for healing, we go there to
strengthen our bodies, our hearts, our minds and our
spirits.

And I can genuinely say, you know, 1like,
out of all our territory, like, Ts' Ankui Theda 1is 1like
the heart and soul of our people and without her, you
know, like, we wouldn't get the healing that we need when
we go there every vyear. And so I don't support this
because of that. And I don't support this because, vyou
know, it'll affect the wildlife, 1t'll affect the waters,
the rivers and streams.

And once you put a project like this in
place, like, it's pretty much there forever. You can't
really take it back, you can't cover it up and throw some
seeds on it and hope that things will grow back. Like,
it's pretty much permanent.

And not only that, it opens up the area,
you know, and that's something that we don't want. We

don't want development on our -- on our territory and we
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want to protect it and keep it safe and clean.

I'm really, really proud of all the
speakers that came up, and even the ones that didn't come
up and speak, you know, I know a lot of them, you know,
they all had their views and their concerns about this,
as well. And so I'm really, really proud of our young
people because their voice, you know, really needs to be
heard as well as everybody else in this community.

And 1it's our young people that are going
to be carrying on our traditions, our culture, our
livelihood and so you've heard, you know, what that --
what they, you know, loved and what they viewed to be
important to them and so I think that we should give them
a really big round of applause for coming out here.

Mahsi cho.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Jasmine, can you turn
the mic off?

Thank you very much to the young people
who spoke. We don't hear enough from youth in our
proceedings when we do these things and it was really
good to hear your guys' words.

But in the interest of continuing on, I
had made a list of speakers and I know that J.D. has been
wailiting to speak and then, vyes, and then we'll hear from

J.C. after.
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(INTERPRETED FROM THE CHIPEWYAN LANGUAGE INTO ENGLISH)

ELDER JOE RABISCA: There's a few
comments that I wanted to make. I'm almost ninety (90)
years old so I know how -- what it was like before in the
-- here. In the past it used to be really beautiful. We

used to live happily.

But now it's not like that anymore. We
lost a lot of things. In the past we have abundance of
caribou and now a decline. Right now we people used to
go hunting around Basil Bay. People used to camp out
there, make dry meat. There was a lot of caribou, I'm
telling you, like, abundance of caribou. And mostly it's
only bulls. But now we don't see any caribou around our
area. So the caribou are -- 1is really declining.

Around Nonacho Lake area, that one was all
flooded. So once the transmission line goes ahead, 1it's
also going to -- 1t's also going to affect the caribou.
See what happened at Nonacho Lake, it's all flooded, it's
all damaged. That land is damaged. And now that they're
trying to do that on the barren lands. And 1if we're
going to put the transmission lines out to the mines, and
I'm pretty sure there's all kinds of birds and geese that
we have in the springtime, they're going to be hitting

the wires.
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And also those poles that are -- they're
going to be putting up, even that one too, there's going

to be a lot of migration of all these different birds and

ducks. And also it's going to be really noisy,
especially when they're developing that -- when the work
is started. So there's a lot of effects that's going to
happen.

One time me and Laed (phonetic) Noel Abel,
we went to -- river. We lived there in the springtime.
And here they came back and some of the hunters came
back, said that there was a whole bunch of beavers that
were dead, that were floating.

So, and then 1f we say anything that's
going to be affected, any development that's happening on

our land, and if it's going to affect us we have to say

no, regardless of what. Even though i1if we say no,
sometimes they go ahead of us. They still develop on our
land.

And now we're talking about parks as well,
and here our land was supposed to be froze -- they're
supposed to freeze our land for five (5) years. And here
now we have mines in our area and now they want that
transmission line to go through. And what Florence has
said i1it's very true. It seems like that nobody's

listening, nobody has no respect for us, they're just
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going ahead.

So now it seems like a -- that -- 1is that
development going to go ahead? So this is why there's a
lot of Elders here that we don't really understand and we
have concerns. And 1f all the effects that going to
happen because of that transmission line, I'm pretty sure
you're going to have a big binder from our side.

I had lived on this land and I know

exactly how the land is situated. I know every area, I
know all the little lakes and names and everything. And
we also lost two (2) 1idndividuals at Nonacho Lake area.
That -- those -- that individual had grewed and hunt and
trapped around that area. And then after the families

had passed away but yet they still have cabins and some
of them are still trapping out there. And then ever
since we lost two (2) individuals and people don't trap
around that area because of those -- around that area
where they were trapping used to be really shallow. But
now because of the flooded, it's flooded, so this 1s why
those two (2) individuals had drowned. These are our
hunters and trappers.

When we got there, when that area where
those two (2) had went into where they had drowned, it
was very deep and it was supposed to be only like two (2)

feet water, and -- but 1it's about twenty (20) feet, and
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there was a current there. And we checked out that area
to Nonacho Lake where all it flooded. It was a very
piece of area. It used to be all the trees, everything

was 1in the lake, so this is why the fishes had all
spoiled in that lake because they're eating all the food
that's supposed to be on land.

So I know exactly how that lake used to be

because I -- 1like I said, I lived around that area.
There was all kinds of people that lived that area. It
was like a little village. Because there's a lot of --
in -- in the springtime too, there's all kinds of ducks
and everything, there's all kinds of wildlife there. It
used to be very beautiful in the springtime. But now
when you -- when we went out there, there was nothing.

There was hardly any ducks or wildlife around that area.
We used to hear all kinds of wildlife.

So I'm suggesting maybe we should put that
transmission line around Yellowknife, around that area,
not on our land. Maybe that could be proposed as well.

So all the -- there's a lot of people that
talked about the effects so this is what the concerns
that I have that I thought I will share with you. Thank

you.

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)
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THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. J.Cc., did
you want to speak now? And then, after that, there 1is
quite a few people that have raised their hands to speak,
and I do want to make sure that we also hear from the two
(2) from -- representatives from the Deninu K'ue First
Nation, that they have an opportunity to speak.

So I'm going to -- if you don't mine,
Steve, 1if we can let them -- if we can let George and
Stanley speak to their concerns?

Okay. J.C. ...°?

MR. J.C. CATHOLIQUE?: Okay, thank you.

Yeah, my name's J.C. Catholique and I'm from Lutsel K'e,

and this i1s about my third, I think third meeting. There
was two (2) in Fort Smith that I went to, and then -- and
then this one (1) here.

Yeah, it -- it's -- it's -- vyeah, 1it's a
big concern. It's a big concern for me also. I -- you

know, I have problems trying to imagine, you know, how
this is going to -- about how 1t's going to be to live
with like a transmission line, you know, on our land.

I can imagine already with the Diamond
Mines,, vyou know, like -- like, I know how -- how the
Taltson River destroyed that -- that lake. And like,
it's not only the lake and that the animals and

everything around that, around that area, but it -- it
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also, like, destroyed, like, a way of life.

There's families that -- that, you know,
grew up in that area that -- that are from that area, and
they remember how -- what it's like. And, you know,
like, I -- I brought my family there in 1978 and -- and

it was, you know, 1t was pretty tough going there for a

while.

From my experience, I think, you know,
what I can say 1s that, like on -- on the Nonacho Lake,
living on Nonacho Lake, like -- 1like you have a great,

like, dependancy on, you know, on the fish.
You know, like, 1f you don't get moose or

you don't get caribou, like, at least you can, you know,

set out a net and eat fish. And we did that, but -- you
know, but we couldn't eat the fish. Over time, 1like, I
had four (4) dogs and -- and one (1) of the dogs starved
just from eating the fish. And so we -- you know, so,

like, I had to destroy the other three (3).

So it -- it's a -- so it's a big concern
of what happened there. And there's still disputes.
There's still a loss that hasn't been compensated for.
And as James said, yeah, it's just like something just
washed away. Like, 1t's not an issue, 1t's not a
problem.

You know, but for us, like, 1t is because
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we go there, people go trap there, people go hunting
there for
-- for caribou. And -- and so that's, you know, that's

- that's our -- our way of life.

Through experience I think we can say that

we can't depend on development for our survival. Like,
even with the diamond mines, like I can't really say
things have improved in the community. I mean, when vyou
look around, I mean, it's -- it's still the same.

You know, scientists today, or wildlife
biologists are kind of scratching their heads about --
about what happened to the caribou. Like, they have,
like, no answer, no scientific answer of knowledge for
all those hundreds of thousands of caribou went. You
know, they -- they can't figure it out.

Like, before the diamond mine started,
like, we used to get caribou here, right in community.
There used to be so much caribou that sometimes they go

at the airport and planes can't land. So now we have,

like, three (3) diamond mines there, and all of a sudden,

like, we have no caribou now.

Like, for the caribou, like, they travel
in a certain way, 1in a certain route. That's the way it
is all the time. If you alter it a bit, like, they

change.
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So all that noise pollution that's been

created out there, all the movement of, like heavy

machinery, airplanes, all that noise that's there, I mean

that's what -- you know, like, that's -- that's what
changes the -- the migration route.
And the animals, like, they -- you know,

like, their behaviour changes also, just as much as like
when the dam at Taltson River, like all of the fish, vyou
know, all their -- all their eating habits, their feeding
habits, where they spawn and that, I mean, like, it all
changed.

So with the transmission lines, I mean,
like, what's going to happen there? You have that route
there all the way up right -- right through the heart of
our country, right through the heart of our -- our
caribou and our -- our trapping areas where -- where
people go, and also -- also in our -- our spiritual --
spiritual area and then further north again.

You know, like, 1t's going to change

everything. Like, you know, like our -- you know, our
way of l1life, you know, depends on the land. Like, that's
the way, like, it's always been. You know, like when --

when we have to feed ourselves then we go out hunting and
fishing. Sometimes people have no jobs and so that's the

way, you know, that's the way, like, we survive. Like,
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we know we can get caribou, we can get moose, muskox, we
can get fish. Even from those, you know, we can have,
you know, we can have a good life.

Yeah, there's, like, traditional medicines
out there, you know, that we use, that we still use today
and that also takes care of us. So that's why we have
this whole, like, dependency on land. The land will take
care of us more better than this transmission line that's
going to go through and also the diamond mines.

So that's why I say, like, we can't really
depend on all that industry the way it's set up right now
because we can't get nothing. We don't get anything.

All the money goes to the shareholders who, 1like,
invested in the company and also the government.

So that's why people are really concerned

about what's -- you know, what's -- what is -- what 1is
Lutsel K'e going to -- going to get out of it? How 1is
Lutsel going to -- Lutsel K'e going to benefit?

We also have a thing about the future

also, like, down the road, you know, like the vyoung

people, you know, like our forefathers and -- and also
like our -- our grandparents. Like, they -- you know,
like, they left us a good land. You know, like, it's
still -- you know, 1i1t's still healthy yet and so that we

can go out and harvest and we still could be able to do
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that yet, you know, today, that we can do that.
And those are the kind of things that we -
- we want to leave for our future generations. We still
want them to go down to the lake and drink water. We

still want them to go out in the bush and hunt caribou,

moose, muskox. We still want them to go out there and
trap, hunt. So it's -- it's a -- 1like, 1t's a real
challenge. It's a real big challenge now to -- to try to
save -- try to save our culture when there's industry and

governments, you know, wanting what we have.

So we have to find a way to control our
resources. I think that's about the only way we can do
that. Like, I think there was a big lesson from the
diamond mines in terms of the socioeconomic effects that
it has created in terms of compensation and also, 1like,
the loss of wildlife. So for us i1it's not -- 1it's not
making life any easier. You know, like, I wish it were,

you know, but it's not like that.

You know, just like -- just like anyplace
else, I mean, the people have to -- companies, industry,
like, they have to pay to take whatever they -- they find
out of the ground. You know, like, they have to pay for
that.

In this case, 1like, it's the river. As

long as that river is flowing, there's power in there,



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 126
and they have to pay for that. For one thing, 1like, 1t's
not there, it's in the first place.

Yeah, like, I agree, like, not -- 1if all
the people don't really support this project because of
uncertainty. You know, like, they like to be sure, they
like to know all the information, all the facts, about
the kind of damage that it's going to create, like, all
that, like -- 1like Ekati, that it's -- that's going to
happen, like, to put those towers up because that's a
long ways.

And once you build it, you know, how are
you going to take it down? Like, you can't take it down.
Like, it's a huge investment. Like, I understand that.

It's a huge investment.

Like, i1it's -- 1like, it's a business, like
anything else, 1like, 1t's like a business. You take a
chance. You take a chance. And, hopefully, like, it

would work.

Hopefully, that the community here would
support that, they like that idea. But, so far, there's
no pitching on -- on behalf of this Corporation or their
partners of what is going to be in there for Lutsel K'e
for that loss.

It's not only for us but also, like, the -

- you know, like, for the future, for the -- for the
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future -- for the future generation. So, like, I don't
think it's going to be like an easy sell anymore, as they
did with the -- as -- as they did with the diamond mines.
That's why I'm saying, like, the diamond mines, you know,
taught us a lesson.

And I think -- and I think that, for us in
Lutsel K'e, we have to realize that what we have on our
land is very -- 1is very valuable to people, to industry
and government, because there's a lot of money there, and
also creates a lot of jobs. But for us, 1it's -- 1it's
destroying, like, our way of life.

So, somehow, we're going to have to find -
- find a balance because there's a lot of resources there
on our land. And I think that, for us, you know, to save
our -- our way of life and then also, you know, to save
our culture, that we got to have control of those
resources.

At this point, 1like, I don't think -- at
this point, like, I don't think, like, anybody's going to
give it to us and say, "Yeah, you -- like, you have
that." We already know we have that.

So I think that's something that the
community, you know, has to -- has to decide, you know,
how they're going to take control of that.

Because at this point, you know, like, all
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I see 1s just a loss. Like, all I hear is just a loss,
of land, culture. And, like, I don't hear too many
positive things that's going to, like, you know -- you
know, that is going to create -- that's going to create
for us.

But I think i1if we come to that stage, you
know, I think, you know -- you know, as you mentioned,
like, that's not part of your criteria, you know, about
asking for compensation or, like, any kind of benefit
package.

You know, but -- but that's something that
we —-- we have to deal with. Like, I think that's -- 1
think that's got to be part of the process.

Because I was saying, like you know, 1t's
a business venture and so -- so any kind of economic
social impact that's going to happen to our land, that's
all the result of what happens on development.

So that's why, like, 1it's very important
that -- that -- that there's a process where we have to
come to a table and discuss about, like, revenue sharing
because these towers are going to be up on our land.

And -- and that water and that dam that's
going like Taltson River, that's going to be flowing
there, that -- that's also part of our traditional land.

So I think there's more -- more discussion also, 1like, in
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that area.

And also the other one (1) concern I have,
I know there's mention about workshops. We also need to
hear from people whose lives has been affected by, like,
transmission lines. I'm sure there's other places,
countries where this transmission lines that went across
their -- their territories.

And we'd like to hear from those people
too, what kind of information that they -- you know, that
they can share with us about how their way of 1life has
been impacted.

Maybe there's some good things and maybe
some negative things. So -- so we would like to hear
from those people too. You know, how -- how things have

been for them now.

So I think that's -- that's very important
for us. And with that, I just want to say thank you and
for giving me -- giving me the opportunity to -- to -- to
share my thoughts. Mahsi.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you. So I heard

your concerns, and thank yvou for sharing your views with
us . Just at the end there, just to clarify, is that
specific information that you would need from the
developer, 1s to hear from -- to be able to hear from

other peoples in the Northwest Territories and maybe
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elsewhere about how transmission lines have impacted

their communities?

MR. J.C. CATHOLIQUE?: Mm-hm.
THE CHAIRPERSON: Okay. Do you want to
respond? You do not need to? No? Okay. Okay, we will

take that under advisement and we will ask that guestion
of them and we will provide that information.

I am just going to move on. I am Jjust
cognisant of the time, as the day 1is slipping away from
us, and I want to make sure that we give an opportunity
to the folks who came in Fort Resolution, from the Deninu
K'ue First Nation, that they have a chance to speak. So,
Stanley and George, 1if you wanted to...

Who wants to go first?

MR. GEORGE GIROUD: Hello, my name 1is
George Giroud (phonetic). I'm from -- I was born and
raised in Taltson River, a community of Rush River. My
dad was also born and raised up there at Rat River. It's

a ghost town now, but as a trapper down the river from
Power -- Power Hydro, up Rush River.

We lived downstream by the lake, by Great
Slave Lake, that community, and it had an affect on me as
a trapper and hunter, at -- a few times in wintertime.
We -- in the fall, we set traps by the boat, so we set it

close to shore.
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And, not only that, and they let our water
go a few times and it killed off our beavers, our rats,
and not only on the river, the runoff on the creeks, and
the -- the beavers and rats were floating, you know, a
few -- few -- 1t happened a few times, you know, to --
just to make sure that don't happen again.

Not only that, we got traps along the
river and the -- the traps were flooded over. We
couldn't pick it up until springtime, vyou know, and all
our furs are ruined because the animals dig it out and
ate 1t, you know.

So, for the future of my children, I'm --
I'm a father and a grandfather, you know, the future of
my children, you know, nowadays, like, i1t's a lot of
easier. I don't know. I don't go to much readings,
anyways, this is -- but, for the future of my children,
you know, like, if anything happens, you know, like, vyou
-- we like to get a benefit or something, you know, to
ensure us because too much times in the past they Jjust

went around us, you know.

We never signed nothing. They just go
ahead and do what they want. So I'm concerned about the
river and the -- not only that too, after they dammed
that river off, you know, the river dropped. You know,

lots of -- like Rat River and lots of creeks we used to
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go on, we can't go on now. It's not only that, it's dry
now with the letting go water in winter. That's what --
you know, to make sure that don't happen again, and
that's my concern.

And that's all I have to say for now.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, George. Hi.
So, Stanley...?

MR. STANLEY BECK: Hello. I'm Stanley
Beck from Deninu K'ue. I just have a couple of guestions
for Don and Dan about Taltson. You see, I was born and
raised in Rush River. It's no community now. It's just
nothing. It's gone, gone to the daf (phonetic).

And I'd like to know about -- I was --

like, I was there before the dam was put in and I seen
all the impact there and I seen it after the dam, and I'd
like to know, what's going to happen with the water when
they put another turbine in there?

How often are you going to let out your
water? Because we're downstream from it, and that's --

we had a lot of problems with that, overflow and, like,

we lost a bunch of traps. We're all trappers 1n there.
And -- and the fish. Like, just last week

I went up above one (1) rapids there, we used to fish

there. Now the water's so low that no fish could go up

that -- go up the second rapids, you know, where they
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used to spawn before.

Now they don't spawn no more. So -- so
I'd 1like to see if -- when they put that other turbine
in, how -- how the water is since nature doesn't control

that water no more, it's man controls 1t.
So if they let me know, maybe I can say

some more to you.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Sorry, I was
distracted. I'll let Deze answer your question.
MR. DAN GRABKE: Yeah. Thank you. Yeah,

both George and Stanley have got some good questions to
do with water flow.

One (1) thing, when we put in the
additional turbines, the water flow will actually be more
constant. Right now the flow 1is going according to how
much power is being used in Fort Smith and Fort
Residential school, and so I can understand that in the
fall less power is being used and so less water 1is going
through the turbine. But then as Christmas comes along
and more people turn on lights and Christmas lights, that
sort of thing, there's more water that comes down and so
the i1ice level changes.

With -- with a bigger customer base, like
the mines, we'll be running water pretty well

continuously through the turbines at more the same amount
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so it'll be more constant throughout the -- the period.

And so we've got some -- some -- some
charts, some predictions as to what's going to happen
with the water levels and in most of those cases the
water levels change less than what's happening now, quite
a bit, and we're -- we could share that with you or show
you where it i1is in -- in the books.

We've put a lot of effort into predicting
that but, basically, 1it's just that because there's --
there's more power going through the turbines, the water
is more constant because you've got more customers that
don't turn lights off and on as much and so it's -- it's
more continuous.

There's another question before, similar
to yours I guess, about -- because we're putting in more
turbines you think that we'd be using more water.

Right now the water's going around the
plant and so all we're doing is -- 1is making it go
through a turbine rather than around the plant. And so
we're not actually using more water, we're just using it
in a different place to make power. So, yeah, there will
be less fluctuations in the river.

MR. STANLEY BECK: But, like, I work with
Rescan on that -- did a study with them on the Taltson

environment and I seen, like, Nonacho Lake, I was on
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there, working out of there.

They got that spillway there and that's
what real -- that's the cause, that's what's our trouble
right there on us downstream because they let the water
out there, it doesn't matter if they want more water down
there or not and they go and that water flows down that
Trudel Creek.

And most of it all flows down and now --
now we all flood out and they never let us know when
they're letting water out from Nonacho. You see 1it's not
at where the dam is, right where the dam is, it's
controlled at Nonacho. So when they l1lift that up to let
the water out, we get flooded out.

So, you know, like, in the winter, 1like,
it's worse for us because we're all trappers, you know.
It's -- and that's when we trap. Like, a lot of places I
can't trap at Taltson now on account of that dam.

And -- and in the winter, 1like he said
there, you use more power sO you uUse more water so you'd
be probably letting Nonacho Lake -- you'll open up the
dam gain, 1ift it up in the winter mostly. How many
times a month would that happen, do you figure?

The reason I'm asking this is because I
trap up there and I -- you know, like, sometimes I come

up there and I'm all overflowing and my tracks are all
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gone, you know. You can't -- there's nothing you can do.
And so, you know, like, I'd like to see something like,

you know, a chart sent to us, you know, that how often

they figure, you know. It depends on the water flow,
too, like above. The water's always flowing summer or
winter, you know, it keeps flowing so it's -- so that's -

- that's a thing I'd like to say.

Another thing I seen all the -- the
impact, real impact us guys from Rush River on -- you
know, Rush River at one (1) time there was a little
community there. We had a church, Hudson Bay,
everything, you know. And then since they put in that

dam, well, their school burned and the Federal Government
wouldn't build us a school. I guess they didn't want us
there so we all left.

And that's why I only got Grade 4

education, you know, no school, and I still trap and I

still -- I've got a cabin. I spend most of my time there
as the -- the Government put us to Res, made us move to
Res. I hardly live there and I spend a lot of time in my
cabin on Taltson. So I see. I see what's all going on
there, you know, with even, like the rats. We have no
rats like we used to. Like, a lot of Elders in this --
in this building here that trap up there, they -- they'll

understand what I'm talking about because the rats are
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gone.

I've seen beavers running around in
December, you know, no place to go, flooding over.
That's how bad. Like, our -- our boats and -- and motors
be flooded right over after it freezes, they let the
water out. But that didn't happen every year but it
happened one (1) year. It was pretty bad. Even my dad's

cabin, lucky i1t was on a hill or he would have had to

move, too, because that all was -- and there's pictures
of it, you know. We've got pictures of it.
And then in 2003 -- yeah, 2004 I think, I

went up, I couldn't go up Taltson because it was so much

rough ice and that river doesn't freeze like that. It
doesn't freeze like the Slave. It just freezes over, vyou
know -- and freezes over. But what happened is they let

water out again and after it froze and when they let all
that water out it just broke all the ice and the ice all
came down and the whole river was solid, each side. I
went up and about a mile up Rush River, from Rush River,
I couldn't go any farther, 1t was shore-to-shore. And
maybe Don seen that picture because I showed it to a few
guys .

So impacts like that, so I don't know,
like, it's pretty well hard to believe anything because

after what happened to us, you know, like, I can't trust
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you guys or anything, you know. You could say this, but
that ruins my whole livelihood, you know, trapping.

So you think it's possible that you could
get something that'll tell us how much you -- how much --
how many times you'll let your water out in the month of
-- 1in the winter months?

MR. DAN GRABKE: Yeah, that's -- that's
totally possible and we -- we commit to do that. One (1)
thing is, at Nonacho we're fixing the structure there
because it's leaky and it's a really old structure and
there, as well, the gates either have to be wide open or
-- or shut just because they're wooden gates.

What we're replacing them with is -- 1is
steel gates that you can just move up an inch at a time
and they'll be controlled through the radio so you don't
have to go up there and just, like, open them up big
spurts of water. They'll -- it'll be just a -- a gradual
change.

And so the whole idea is to make the river
not have these bit peaks and valleys, but to flatten it
out, because you want constant power, you want constant,
kind of, fuel for the turbines. So, you want the river
flowing constantly, and you couldn't do that in the past
with these big gates.

And so, that's why I say that -- that the
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backwards into Saskatchewan, and then it ends up 1in the
Slave and then back to Great Slave Lake that way. But
that was one of the interesting things that we discovered

in our research.

MR. STANLEY BECK: Yeah, and another
thing. What would our people benefit from that power
line on that other turbine going in? How would we
benefit from it? Like, we're all -- mostly all trappers
we don't have big trucks or anything. What kind of work

would you have over there for us, or something?

MR. DAN GRABKE: We are working on a list
of -- of positions, opportunities, some ideal positions
for the -- the trappers that live out there and know the
area, or as monitors of -- of what's going on. We'll

have monitoring programs too, because we predict what's
going to happen but we really need people to report
what's actually happening so we can correct what's going
on, or what we're doing.

And so there's a -- a very big role for --
for that type of individuals that can stay out in the
land, maybe stay in the own cabins or -- or use other
cabins, built cabins, that sort of thing. So, there's
opportunities there.

There's -- there's guite a list that we're

working on developing, and our whole goal is to maximize
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local employment, northern employment. We want to keep
as much of everything in this project, all the good
things of this project, in -- in our backyard, in our
home in the Territories, for sure.

MR. DON BALSILLTIE: Maybe if I could Jjust
add to Mr. Grabke's response. Don Balsillie here.

First off, I'd just like to commend the
young people on their -- their comments. Being a young
person sometimes it's not easy to get up in circles 1like
this and make comments, so I'd like to thank them for
their comments.

Just in terms in a project of this nature,
it's always good to get as much information as you
possibly can, in terms of the pros and cons. The
previous speaker, J.C. Catholique, said the more
information that we can get, hopefully at the end of the
day we can make very wise decisions.

In terms of the benefits, this will be a
corporation, the Deze Energy Corporation will be owned
66.66 percent by Aboriginal people in the region. It's
one of the few corporations in the North that will have a
majority Aboriginal owned, and we will determine how we
develop this company.

The benefits that -- that we can see 1in a

project of this nature are quite a number of benefits in
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terms of jobs, of course, over the three (3) year period,
contracts to our -- as many local people as we can get.
As Dan indicated, hopefully we can get some of our
Aboriginal people who are along the area, to live out
there in the bush and monitor things and do reports.
That'll be really beneficial.

And for those young people, especially the
ones that are going to school and wanting to get an
education, there's going to be long-term employment, you
know, anywhere between ten (10) to fifteen (15) positions
created permanently with this corporation.

The profits that you make 1in a corporation
of this nature will flow to your First Nation. At the
First Nation level you will decide how you expend that
additional revenue; 1if it's to help with harvesting
programs, 1f it's to help with educational needs.
Whatever you choose to do with the profits, that's going
to be additional benefit at the community level. So
those are some of the -- the direct benefits that are
going to come to the community.

The thing is I'm always thinking in the
back of my mind that it would be nice if my First Nation,
you know, can put together an educational fund for some
of our students. Because we do get some financial

assistance from government and industry to some degree to
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- to go to post-secondary
but you all know that a lot of
that we get, 1t's -- it's very
cause the cost of living 1is so

extremely high, that hopefully projects of this nature
and other projects that we -- we have ownership and
partnership in, can take some of those revenues and put
it towards scholarships and help our people to get
educated and focus on their education, rather than on --
rather than having a nighttime job or working at
McDonald's to make a few dollars to survive. So those
are some of the things that I'm looking forward in the
future that we can possibly do for -- for our youth.

A project of this nature, as well -- you

know, I think you'wve go

things, as well as -- 1

whenever you have somet
doorstep, sometimes you
can make a positive out
way I've always thought

situation I'm faced wit
it and think of
change, but it's up to
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And here

creative ways
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you, 1it's -- 1it's up to you to

we have a situation where the
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into our backyard.

this territory. For what?

so that they can take the

resources, which are the diamonds. What do they leave
here for you? Less than 1 percent of their profit. Less
than 1 percent. That -- that is really a shame, you
know, that they do that to us and we allow them to do 1it.

But nevertheless, they're burning -- on
top of this they're burning fossil fuels that are

polluting our environment.

and you ask yourself the

caribou going?

Everyone's

The caribou are disappearing

question, Well, where are these

pointing figures. It's the

outfitters that are killing the bulls. It's the mining
industry. It's this, it's that, you know. It's -- It's
a whole lot of things around us that are making these

changes.

So we ask
here, we
all the answers.
In this

scenario,

ourselves what can we do

are the human being,
Sometimes

in this

ourselves we are the wise one

right? We think we have

we do, sometimes we don't.

particular situation, we ask

to better the situation? And

hopefully, vyou know, 1in this scenario here with this
hydro project, we can really take a look at the pros and
cons carefully, and at the end of the day all of us make
a -- a real good decision that we could support each
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other.

So I certainly don't want to see a
situation where families are divided, the region 1is
divided on -- on what we should do. So the more we can
talk about these things -- and I -- I am hoping that the
chiefs will come to Lutsel K'e in the near future and sit
down and hear the concerns of the community, and
hopefully reach some really good decisions that we could
-- we could work with.

So with that, I'm hopeful that there's
more meetings that take place. Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Do you have something

in direct response to what Don said?

Okay. Is it gqguick? I just -- I think
Steve's been waiting for quite some time for his. What's
your name?

MS. ALICE NEEDLE (phonetic): Don, I see
you -- I see you -- you were talking to the youth there.

I'd 1like to know, like to tell everybody what you were

talking to them about, especially Nathaniel and Jake, the

strong speakers. They were -- they were here.
And also had a guestion. If Lutsel K'e
doesn't agree to this diamond -- or to this expansion,

will it happen, and how much money will you guys be

making off our land? And will we -- if we still don't



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 146

agree, will we get anything?

And statistics from Envir -- from Lands &
Environment the caribou are declining. For me, 1it's --
we got to save -- save our food. That's where we lived

on for centuries.

And my dad -- my late dad had passed away
there. I'm telling this to the Mackenzie Valley and to
Deze, let my father rest, please. Don't -- don't hurt
him anymore. Don't hurt me and my children, my Elders,
don't hurt this community. If you're going to step all
over us, well we're going to fight back. Mahsi.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you for speaking.

And I just want to say that from the perspective of the
Mackenzie Valley Review Board, we're here to listen to
the community of Lutsel K'e. And we're here to hear what
the people have to say, and we're here to hear your
concerns and your views, and to hear what the issues are
and what -- and what you have to say about this project
and we're here listening.

And as far as the -- this project, it 1is
the Review Board that -- they give advice to the Minister
and i1t's ultimately the Minister of Indian and Northern
Affairs that approves the project. And what we're doing
here today, 1s we're hearing from the people that will be

affected by this project, as to what kind of advice we
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should give the Minister.

MR. DON BALSILLTIE: Thank you. Don
Balsille. With the youth, I'm hoping that they can get
as much information as they can from whatever sources.
Like, we have a web page out there, they can go on the
internet and access information. So the more information
the get, hopefully, they can better understand, have a
lot more gquestions for the next meeting when we come back
here.

With Lutsel K'e, like, I don't know the
gquestions you ask about how will they benefit. If -- 1if
they don't support it, will they get something out of it?
I -- that's a real tough question because that's
something I think the leadership has to deal with, vyou
know, the Akaitcho leadership, the chiefs have to deal
with it and talk about 1it. And they plan to have a
meeting here hopefully some time before Christmas and
talk about some of those questions that you have, which
are good guestions.

So hopefully it's going to happen. It's -
- your Chief has to decide, because you and your Chief --
you're on council, I understand. Yeah, so...

THE CHAIRPERSON: Okay. I'm going to
move on and ask Steve Ellis, who's been waiting

patiently, i1f he'd like to speak to his points. And then
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peak. And then
me -- Mr.

And you'll be

thanks Tawanis.

t read the whole

ure I'm not the

only guilty one there. But just from what I've managed

to gain from it, I just have a few conce
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gaps that I see in the document, and I'd like to put

those forward so Deze can answer those a
date.
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caribou, but what they think is much like birds, that
caribou know where to go in their migration patterns
because they can see electromagnetic fields, Jjust like
birds can.

And the scholarship basically is starting
to point towards that when ungulates are near
electromagnetic fields or transmission lines that
generate electromagnetic fields, that they're perception
is modified and they become disoriented.

So I think it'd be important for Deze to
look into that, because one of the main concerns,
certainly from this community, I think from all the
communities, 1s that we've got a line that, 1f you look
at it on the map, 1is sort of cutting the territory in
half and, you know, the caribou are coming from northeast
to southwest in their migration roots. So that's
something that is of concern.

I've provided some of those papers to
Tawanis, and you can pass those on to Deze, but I think
it'd be important for them to consider some of those
gquestions that are raised in those papers.

THE CHAIRPERSON: So, 1f I can paraphrase
what you are asking, you would like more information on
the impacts of electromagnetic fields on caribou

behaviour?
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MR. STEVE ELLIS: Well, I'd like Deze to
look into it, anyway, yeah. Secondly, Jjust with regards
to -- it was something actually Dan said the last time
was -- I think there was a meeting here in the community

about this project.

I think there was some concern raised at
that time about sort of the induced impacts of this
transmission line, so sort of, you know, if it's built,
will they come sort of thing, right.

And I think, at that time, that Dan had
said, well, you know, right now, we're focussing on the
main -- the diamond mines as our customers, and that's
that, and if we need to take down the transmission lines,
then we will.

I'm not quite sure 1f there's been much
discussion in the session report about closure and
reclamation, 1f that's what the future's going to be, 1if
that, at some point, this transmission line will be take
down -- taken down, if it's built.

And I'm not sure 1if that's been factored
into the costing, but I'd imagine that would be a fairly
large endeavour. And 1f that's something that's actually
being contemplated, I think it would be important to see
a -- some description of how that might occur, as well as

what the costing of that might be and how that would
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impact the feasibility of the project if it needs to be
taken down. So that's -- that's another point.

The third point is that -- it sort of

speaks to what Chief Nitah mentioned about this project

is sort of a moving target. When it was initially
proposed, there -- there wasn't going to be a complete
clearing of the transmission line right of way. I think

the i1idea at that point in time was that there would be 10

feet of brush left behind. But my understanding now 1is
that that has to be changed, and it's -- there's going to
be a 30 foot wide corridor. Is that 30 feet?

Oh, a 30 metre wide corridor that needs to
be cleared. So for the whole transmission right-of-away
there'll be a 100 foot wide swath in the forested areas,
anyways.

There's a fair amount of scholarship about
-- out there about the impacts of these sort of linear
features, especially done mostly with regards to seismic
lines, where there's o0il and gas exploration, but, I
think, also, with transmissions lines, and the 1impacts
upon predators and their prey.

Specifically, the scholarship looks at
preferential use of cleared right-of-ways by large
ungulates and wolves, and, in fact, increases predation

rates. So, I think that, with that modification in the
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plan, that there should be some assessment of the
possible impacts on the large ungulates out there,
specifically moose, caribou, and muskox, and whether that
makes them more susceptible to predation and hunting.

Another thing, I think Parks Canada
addressed this in a -- in a previous forum, but something
that I've heard in the community is that what's this
going to look like from the lake? So I think people are
quite concerned about when they -- when they go to
Reliance for the spiritual gathering, what are they going
to see?

So I think, 1if people could get a visual
or some description of a visual of what that might be
like, I think that's important.

There's two (2) main areas. I think that
area and also where i1t crosses the Snow Drift River, that
would be important.

I'm sorry, I'm just sort of ripping
through these things. I understand that other people
want to speak, so I'm just trying to be quick.

Another thing I've been trying to wrap my
head around is that I'm not quite sure, and I'm not gquite
sure how it's determined, on what exactly the regulatory
instruments will be that permits this thing. Is this

just going to be one (1) huge land use permit? I don't
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think so, I don't know, and I'm not sure who makes that
determination, but you can see a whole bunch of different
things that are actually part of this project.

You've got a winter road from -- a new
winter road from Twin Gorges to Nonacho Lake, and a
variety of construction camps in there. You've got some
construction camps in the east arm. And you'wve got the
transmission line itself.

The Developer's Assessment Report speaks I
don't think adequately enough about the winter roads,
their construction, the construction camps 1in the east
arm, and so on and so forth. It spends most of the time
on the Twin Gorges actual upgrade and the transmission
line.

Typically, say if someone was coming in to
set up one (1) of those camps in the east arm just on
it's own, that would require it's own land use permit and
it's own evaluation. So, you know, when you look at the
barge camps right now, and their description in there, I
think there's about two (2) paragraphs devoted to it. I
think a little more information on what's being
contemplated with regards to the construction camps, the
construction of the winter road, portages, so on and so
forth.

If you just think about it, the Tibbitt to
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Contwoyto winter road is permitted by a series of land
use permits, land leases and so on and so forth. They've
got a separate land use permit for every camp, Dome Lake,
Lockhart, Mackay Lake.

So, I guess the question I have, both to
Deze and the Mackenzie Valley Boards, 1is how is this
thing going to be permitted, what's it going to look
like, and who determines that, I guess?

Because I don't think it's going to be one
(1) big land use permit. I don't know 1f 1t can be. And
if it's a difference -- if it's a suite of regulatory
instruments, what does that mean for, sort of, people's
engagement?

Another question I've always had in my
head, and this 1is since someone told me that they service
the -- whenever the lines are down between Snare Lake and
Yellowknife, some guy goes along with a bat and bashes
off the hoarfrost. I'm like, Jesus man, that's -- okay.
How -- how are they gonna do that out here?

So when i1t comes to sort of servicing and
maintaining this line, which is far more remote than the
Snare Lake line, what is that going to -- what does that
do for sort of reliability of the -- of the power that's
going through the lines?

And logistically, what -- what can be
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done, and what 1s going to be done? How is -- how 1is
that going to be serviced? If a tower goes down, how
long is it going to take to fix this thing? So, some --

some more information about service and maintenance of
the lines, I think is very important.

I think the -- the main concern that --
that I have and the main part of the DAR that I think 1is
-- 1is wanting is the alternatives assessment. I think
that really speaks to the heart of the issue here about
which way this power line should go.

The -- just for peoples background there's
the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board
required Deze to evaluate different types of routing for
this transmission line and provide that information in
this report, and provide their arguments for why a
certain option or a certain routing was better than
others.

So they looked at a transmission line
routing that went around the western part of the lake;
one (1) that went sort of parallel to the Slave River
just to the west of the Simpson Islands under water, and
then over to the diamond mines; another that went across
Simpson Islands, sort of hopping from island to island;
and then this east arm route that they've come up with as

the -- the ideal route.
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In doing that evaluation they considered a
variety of criteria. I have a fair amount of guestions
about why some of the criteria were included and why
others were not, most specifically why barren land
caribou were not included in the assessment. And
certainly, in my esteem, 1t seems that the eastern route
would have far larger impacts upon barren land caribou

than the western route, but in the evaluation both are

considered to have the same amount of impact. The
western one (1) is barely in the range of the -- of the
caribou, where the eastern one (1) i1s the range of three

(3) different herds.

And the other one (1) 1s impacts on fur
bearers. Given what I've spoken to with regards to cut-
line use by ungulates, caribou, moose, so on, I think
it's important to look at potential impacts of overland
routes on fur bearers and -- and the differential impacts
of these different alternatives.

So that being said, if you look at what
Deze did include in their criteria to evaluate, they
included about fifty (50) criteria.

And using that analysis this east arm
route came out actually just slightly ahead of what they
call the submarine route which is the one that's under

water just west of the -- of the Simpson Islands as the
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most ideal route.

If you look at how they broke it down,
environmentally the submarine route was the most ideal.
The east arm Deze acknowledges has more environmental
impacts than the submarine route. However, 1if you look
at engineering costs, so and so forth, the east arm route
comes out clearly on top. It's the cheapest, the most
technically feasible according to Deze at this point and
time.

The other three (3) main aspects that Deze
looked at were land access, socioeconomic impacts, and
construction and operations risk. In most of those the
east arm route came out on top. But it was actually --
in some of those i1t was pretty close between the
submarine route and the east arm route.

So I just looked at it and I said, hmm, 1if
I change a couple of these and made some arguments and

changed some of these criteria, would that change which

route came out on top? So I just went through this just
yesterday actually and -- and just played with some
numbers. Actually, I changed seven (7) criteria, seven
(7) out of the fifty (50). And at the end of that

analysis, using the exact same model that Deze came up
with, the submarine route comes out on top. I'll just go

through very quickly the seven (7) criteria that I
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changed.

Deze rated the potential for aboriginal
employment in the east arm route to be higher than the
submarine and the submarine route but, given that both
routes impact exactly the same aboriginal groups, those
should be rated the same. So I changed that one (1) so
that they both have the same rating.

And with regards to the future customers
and line frontage, Deze rated the east arm higher because
they -- they make the argument that the east arm route
comes closer to potential customers and potential mineral
deposits.

But if you factor in existing mineral
deposits at Pine Point and at Thor Lake both are -- which
are 1in EA or permitting stages right now for mines, vyou
can make the argument that the submarine route should be

evaluated much higher than it was with regards to

proximity to existing resources. So I just changed some
lines there -- some ratings there. And so for
socioeconomic, just by changing those three (3) criteria

the submarine route came out on top.

With regards to land access, I changed two
(2) criteria, one (1) being the Crown land withdrawals.
We talked a little bit about that earlier. But, in fact,

Crown land withdrawals should have no bearing on whether
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a transmission line can go through or not, as I think Dan
explained, that a transmission line can easily go across
the Crown withdrawal because you don't need land tenure.
You don't need a lease, you don't need to purchase the
land. You just need a right-of-way.

So you can, in fact -- with or without a
withdrawal makes no difference to running a transmission
line. So Crown land withdrawal should actually be
removed completely as a criteria. It's irrelevant.

So if you remove that one and 1f you look
at the land tenure issue, Deze considered the -- the land
tenure issues with running these transmission lines in
various areas and, you know, especially the western area
they're saying that, well, there's land tenure issues
with the Decho, there's land tenure issues with the
Tlicho if we run 1t that way.

But the east arm route actually has huge
land tenure issues. I mean you've got one here where
you've got Lutsel K'e which is guite opposed to this one
(1), at this point in time anyways, and you'wve got land
tenure issues, unresolved ones, with all the Akaitcho
First Nations, NWT Metis Nation and Parks Canada.

So I would make the argument that the east
arm route has some fairly significant land tenure issues

that we're running into right now.
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So by modifying some of the numbers there
and changing some rankings, again the submarine route
comes out on top because it's -- you know, goes under
water.

Engineering costs I didn't change at all.
I just leave it that, yes, the east arm route is the most
feasible, socio -- I mean, cost-wise.

Construction and operations risk, the east
arm route was rated fairly high for ease of materials
delivery. That didn't gquite make sense to me because it
is the most remote and the one (1) that requires the most
amount of ice roads to be built so, in fact, materials
delivery should be rated much more difficultly than it
is, so I just changed one (1) rating there.

And with regards to fire exposure and ease
of access, the east arm route i1s the most isolated and
has a huge amount that's in the forest so you would think
that the likelihood of a power outage because of fires in
the area might be much higher than it's rated by Deze.

So by changing those two (2) criteria became -- that
section, Construction and Operations Risk, came out to a
tie between the eastern and the submarine route.

So if you put that all together, use the
same weighting scheme that Deze used, the submarine

route, the one under water, comes out on top as the most



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 161

feasible and the most attractive.

So -- but, I mean, this is not something
that is trying to prove anything one (1) way or the other
but I think the main message here is that the -- the

scores that Deze used to rank these alternatives are
fairly subjective and are highly subject to different
people's interpretations and values and I think that the
submarine route needs to be looked at with a lot more
scrutiny because, number 1, you'd avoid the problems
you're having with Lutsel K'e right now.

And number 2, 1f Lutsel K'e is not to sign
onto this project then we're in a bad situation where
you've got people sort of imposing a development, much
like Don said, on people who don't want it and they're
taking all the loss, they're taking all the -- you know,
no benefit, all the loss. But if you run it through the
submarine area, you have the people who are signed onto
it paying most of the cost there and the cost is much --
much less than running around the east.

So my message there is I think there needs
to be a -- a full evaluation of that submarine
alternative. I think it'd be useful to have a real --
full disclosure of what these costs are, what these extra
costs are. I think what Deze has said is that the

submarine lines are too expensive and too hard to
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service. Well, show us -- show us the evidence. I think
that'd be important to see so that people can see that
for themselves.

So that's the main message there. I think,
you know, you guys seem to be fairly sold on the eastern
alternative. I think the submarine alternative could

politically be a lot more feasible and maybe a lot more

easier to run in the long term so -- if it's -- 1if 1it's
technologically feasible, that 1is. Thank you.
THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Steve, for

that thorough analysis.

I'm going to make a -- perhaps a judgment
call and say that the guestion you ask on alternatives 1is
a very valid question and I think it would be very useful
to put that to the developer and get their response, but
I also think that it deserves more time than we can give
it this afternoon because we do have quite a few more
people to go and I want to make sure that that response
is comprehensive. So I'm going to ask the developer to
undertake that and provide a response in writing to that
request by October 30th if that's acceptable to you?

MR. STEVE ELLIS: Yeah, no, I really
don't want answers today.

THE CHAIRPERSON: So can we put all your

gquestions to responses in writing?
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MR. STEVE ELLIS: Yeah, I think if -- my
preference is that the gquestions are responded to in
writing because I mean some of these are a little more
substantive and require some research so...

THE CHAIRPERSON: Okay, that would be
good because then we can move along and we can hear from
the other people on the 1list.

Is that all right with Deze? Excellent.

--- UNDERTAKING NO. 1: Deze Energy to provide
written answers to Steve
Ellis' gquestions, by October

30th, 2009

THE CHAIRPERSON: All right, so it's five
o'clock now. Maybe I'1ll just take a gquick feeling from
the room. Does -- do people want to take a break or keep
going? We've been going for two (2) hours now so we
could take a fifteen (15) minute coffee break. Sure,

let's do that.

We'll get Stephanie's questions and then
we will -- oh, and I will answer one (1) guestion, Steve,
that you had about the permitting. From our perspective,
I have to honestly say I don't know and that would have

to go to the Land and Water Board, but that's my answer.
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MS. STEPHANIE POOL: My name 1s Stephanie
Pool. I'm a member of the Lutsel K'e Dene First Nation.

I'"ll keep my questions and comments brief.
I'm on my way out of town and I'm not going to repeat a
lot of the things that have already been said. And I'm
not going to speak to the -- the ethical, you know, the
fundamental ethical principles and the political
situation that we find ourselves in regarding this
particular project at this time.

My first gquestion is regarding the public
hearing. I want to know where the public hearing will Dbe
held, who decides where it will be held, and if the
people of Lutsel K'e can have any say in that regard.

The next thing I wanted to talk about
quickly, I've been to a few of these different kinds of
meetings regarding this project, and the developer always
wants to use the argument that this project is going to
cut down on the amount of diesel fuel emissions generated
by diamond mines; however, these mines are not customers
for the energy that's proposed from this project.

In my mind, that argument is not wvalid.
First of all, the -- the diamond mines use diesel fuel
for their trucks, trucks that they operate twenty-four
(24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week. These trucks

cannot ever be operated on electricity.
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And, also, even 1f the diamond mines do
buy the power from the proposed project, who 1s to say
that the money that they save will not Jjust be spent to
prolong the 1ife of the diamond mine?

And then, of course, vyou know, 1if we have
a diamond mine, instead of, you know, for twenty (20)
years, we end up having this mine for forty (40) years,
then for sure more diesel fuel is going to be spent,
there will be more accumulative effects and impacts. So

I don't agree at all with the proponent's argument that

this project 1s going to benefit the environment. You
know, two (2) wrongs don't make a right. To me, it's
just kind of like putting lipstick on a pig. So that's

what I had to say about that.

Regarding the -- the proposed project and
-- and the east arm route for the transmission line, a
big -- one of the big concerns that I have -- well, let's
just talk about, you know, you're trying to say you're
cutting down on emissions, but, really, you know, 1if you
wanted to -- to help the environment and to make a green
project, then you wouldn't be proposing to go through the
east arm. You would use a route that was already
created, which would be the west, the western route.
That way, there would be no, you know, more impacts.

But if you say you want to put the line
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through the east arm and you want to put these two (2) or
three hundred (300) man camps on barges in the east arm
at Kache, the amount of -- the amount of impacts that
that could create, in my mind, it just goes on and on.

But one of the very serious 1issues that I
would have is that those barges will be tied to the
shore. They will have lay-down sites, it says 1in their
developers assessment report, where they will keep, you
know, their helicopters, and all of their equipment, and
all of their supplies.

And their plan is just to leave these
sites as brown field sites that will never be reclaimed,
and so that means we're going to have a bunch of big,
ugly, empty industrial lay-down sites left in the Kache
area forever. And, to me, that 1s not acceptable at all.
And I just wanted to say that about that at this time.

Another thing that I don't agree with is -
- 1is when you talk about and you speak to benefits,
socioeconomic benefits, employment, and training for the
people of Akaitcho and the NWT. I don't think that you
are able to make any commitments because you do not have
the money to finance this project. You've said yourself
that you will have to go to bank -- a bank, some random
bank somewhere in the world to finance this project.

And so I don't -- I feel 1like, when you're



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 167
making commitments about hiring northern people, about
offering employment to our people here in the community,
that those commitments are -- are empty and false
because you cannot say -- you cannot guarantee that those
things will happen because you are not financing this
project.

Once you go to the bank and they -- and

they give all the money to go ahead with this project,

then to me that means they are in charge now. They're
the ones paying for everything. They're the ones who
decide. You know, what if they say, okay, 1it's cheaper

to get, you know, workers from, you know, the East Coast
and bring them in and do the work? And they could do
that because they're the ones with all the money paying
for the project.

So I don't think it's right for you to
come here and make a bunch of false commitments on
employment and training when you don't even know who 1is
going to be financing this project yet.

You talk about benefits in the form of an
IBA. Well, I just want to tell you as a member of this
nation and this community that, you know, another IBA to
me is just another nail in the coffin, okay? We have
numerous IBAs already. We know what that means and what

it does not mean and I don't feel like the outstanding
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issues and concerns regarding this project, the history,
cannot be addressed through an IBA. I don't think that
you can give us what we require through an IBA.

You know, let's look at the issue of power

here in Lutsel K'e. We have never received power from
the Taltson hydroelectric project ever. Like the dam
there in the past, we don't receive power from there. We

still have to burn diesel here in our community whether

we like it or not. And 1f you are proposing to put this
line through the east arm, you -- you won't even consider
breaking off some power here for our community. That's -
- that's out of the question. That's too expensive for
you.

You know, I don't think that's a wvalid
argument either because you're not -- you're not going to
finance the project so how can you say that's too
expensive, you know?

So here we are, you know, you want to --
you want to open up our territory with a -- with a cut

line and access all the way up on the map, yet you can't

even -- you know, there's no benefits for us. We are not
even going to get power from that. It's not even on the
table. It's not even possible. To me, that's just

disgusting.

Regarding the Developer's Assessment
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Report and the Environmental Assessment Process, I wanted

to say that although I also have not read all three (3)

binders, I have had to look -- look through them and at
various, you know, chapters. I've had to participate in
this process whether I 1like it or not. And I just want
to know, where is the chapter on -- on the humans, on the

human beings and the impacts on the people of this
community?

You know, you want to talk about the water

and all the different animals but what -- what about us?
You know, where 1is our chapter? Where i1is our study? How
come the real impacts to -- to the humans, to the people

who actually live and want to continue living here are --
are not being addressed?

And I think that's all I wanted to say

today and -- and I want to thank you for allowing me to
have this opportunity to say these things. Thank you.
THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Stephanie.

I'm going to answer the really easy gquestion you asked
first.

The public hearing, we schedule public
hearings and environmental assessments as 1s appropriate
to the assessment and it's a decision that's made by the
Review Board themselves with advice from staff, but when

we start our environmental assessment the first thing we
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do 1s scoping. And we came to Lutsel K'e and did scoping
last year and we went to Fort Resolution and we went to
Fort Smith, as well, and we did a scoping exercise in
Yellowknife.

And when we do scoping, that's how we set
our process, like, that's how we understand how many
meetings to have, whether we're going to have technical
sessions, how complicated the issues are, what the scale
of the issues are, and also one (1) of the things we sort
of get an idea about at that point is where we might have
a public hearing.

And when we did our scoping exercise for
Taltson, we budgeted for three (3) public hearings -- one
(1) in Yellowknife and two (2) in the communities and we
had planned that one (1) of those would be in Lutsel K'e
and one (1) of them would be in a community in the South
Slave.

That may or may not happen because
ultimately that's a Review Board decision, but it 1is the
plan right now. And so when we get closer to the hearing
date and when we have a better idea of what the issues
are, the Review Board will be better able to decide where
-- where to hold that public hearing. But, to this
point, we are planning on having a one (1) day public

hearing in Lutsel K'e.
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And then the second question you had about
the DAR, we did ask those gquestions about impacts to the
people. We did ask guestions about land use, historical
land use, changing land use patterns. It is a really big
document and I think I would have to go look at the table
of contents to tell you what chapters addressed those.
Dan probably could better. But they were issues that
were addressed in the terms of reference, along with
economic impacts, social impacts, and we addressed legacy
issues to the limited extent, as I explained before.

And I think that sort of covers off what
you were talking about. It is in there. And then I will
let Deze address your other questions.

MR. DAN GRABKE: Okay, thanks. Dan
Grabke. Regarding the greenhouse gas reductions, any of
the numbers that we've used have been just for the fuel
that they use for electricity, not for vehicles or trucks
or bulldozers or anything else. And so when we say two
thousand (2,000) truckloads of fuel, that's just what
they burn to make electricity; so that would be
displaced.

Regarding the banks being in charge
because they do the financing, wherever you get the money
from, they do have a say in how you use the money, but

that's a -- that goes with the package.
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What you do is you -- you estimate the
costs and you estimate how much money you need to borrow.
You go to the banks with your documents, with your

rationale as to why you're doing it that way, and they

say yes" or "no."

But they don't say specifically who to
hire and who not to hire. Everything gets financed one
way or the other. Even if it's out of your own pocket,
you're still deciding how to spend that money. And so
that i1is not insurmountable. We can make commitments,

that we have to approach the banks with those commitments
and saying this is how we're doing 1it. We understand
that it might be more costly, but this 1s the way we're
going to do it, and then it's up to the financiers to say
"yes" or "no."

Although it's -- i1it's not in the DAR, we
did look at bringing electricity from the Taltson project
over to Lutsel K'e. If you look on the map, 1it's guite a
long distance.

One of the problems 1s Lutsel K'e doesn't
need very much power, and so you end up with very high
voltage. You end up with technical issues when you have
a long cord and a very small load at the end of 1it.

As well, with Lutsel K'e, you do have a

mini hydro site that's nearby that I'm supporting in a
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different manner, but makes more sense to produce some
hydroelectricity from there rather than from the Taltson

project.

(BRIEF PAUSE)

MR. DAN GRABKE: Yeah, regarding the
barges and lay down sites, I'll -- I'll have to clarify
that I've read that section. I understand -- well, we

proposed a little bit but not enough to specifically
answer the question.

I know they were talking about having some
buffer zones so you wouldn't be able to see some of these
lay-down sites from the water and that sort of thing, but

they haven't been specifically picked.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Oh, and, sorry, I
forgot. You asked if Lutsel K'e could put their voice
into where the hearing is held. Any party to an

assessment can always present their opinions to the Board
on any matter, so at any time 1f you wanted to tell the
Board we would like to have a community hearing in Lutsel
K'e, it's a simple matter of writing a letter and saying
that, and the Board takes that under advisement.

So I would like to take a fifteen (15)

minute break, i1if that is all right with everyone. And
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then when we come back we will be hearing from Antoine.

--- Upon recessing at 5:20 p.m.

--- Upon resuming at 5:40 p.m.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Okay. So, we'll keep
going with the -- the 1list of people that we had to
speak. I think it seems to be just Antoine. What's your

last name?

Can you say your full name?

MR. ANTOINE MICHEL: As long as you know
my first name. My name 1s Antoine Michel. And I just --
the things I've been hearing through radios -- people are

not taking me to meetings, so I just listen to radios and
I know what's going on.
And when we're talking about downstream

and upstream, the Nonacho Lake, I know that area pretty

good. I've been trapping there a long time myself too.
And we have -- we've got cabins up there. And 1f you
look downstream, what Beck -- well my friend Beck was
saying, how he's affected by the -- the dam.

And when we're up in Nonacho Lake we're
infected too. It's the same as downstream. The top gets
full of water, 1t's flooded. It's not only Nonacho Lake,

all the streams that go into Nonacho Lake, that's
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affected too.

If you look through those rivers that goes
through Talston River, and if you look up there, there's
beaver dams are sitting right in the open. There's no
water now. There's no beaver. Especially in the bays,

when yvou're looking through Nonacho Lake, there's no

islands, there's no points. And i1if you look at the map,
and 1f you're following the -- the map, it's gonna say an
island here, 1t's gonna say a long point here. But, when

you get there, but you don't see no points or islands,
they're all underneath the water.

There's about, at least, thirty (30)
cabins that's right from Lady Gray Lake right to Nonacho
Lake, all through that river. Early '50s, '40s, people
lived there. They're all underneath the water some of
them. Some of them you can see; some of them you can't
see 1t anymore. I trapped there for many years too
myself and it's not safe. As you know we lost two (2) of
our members there and I used to pass there myself.

And when they let go the water down there,
it's affecting Nonacho Lake too at the same time. Why
I'm telling you, because I know, because I trapped there.
Like in the morning you'll pass, 1in the evening when
you're coming back home, there'll be open waters - that's

how dangerous it is.
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Early '40s before the dam nobody had to
worry about any open waters because they knew where the
open waters were. But now it's not the same. You have
to be very careful to start trapping around that lake.

And also there's so many deadfall -- dead
trees around the lake, some places you can't get up with
a skidoo so you have to cut your way through into the
bush. That's infected by the water of flooding.

When yvou guys talking about where the
line's going to go, where the line's into Fort Reliance

area, our spiritual gathering area, I don't think

anybody's going to say yes to that. Even myself I know
that country pretty good. Right from Nonacho Lake all

the way down to Reliance. I used to trap there with dog
team. And I know the country pretty good. How rough it

is and how beautiful it is too sometimes through that
country. I don't want to see a line going through there.

When we say no, that means no to some of

the areas that we -- we go on. Yeah, I keep hearing that
we say no but it's going ahead. Who's giving that okay?
I know some of the okay comes from the Water Board. I

was around that time when they made the MacKenzie Valley
Board. I know we have a seat on it but we are not going
there because we know what's happening.

Under Akaitcho we have a seat open, we
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know that. But nobody's sitting on it. I sat on a few
boards in the early days and I fought lots of people
there because I knew I had the power there. But you
listen to these Boards are all developing around us.

Even though we say no, it's still going ahead.

There's a lot of things I can't agree to
right now because we're still under our TLE, under Treaty
rights. That's our rights, that's our land we're talking
about. Some people don't have that rights but we do have
that right under Treaty.

Sometimes you guys should listen what we
have to say and you guys don't even though we say no,
it's still going ahead.

But I'm not going to say yes to some of
the things what I've been hearing today because our
future is our kids right now, then they can decide in the
future when we're not on the table, but while I'm on the
table here it's hard for me to say yes to some of the
hydro up there because we're not going to benefit from
it. I'm pretty sure. Look what happened to the mines.
They promised us so many things, that's not happening.

It hurts a lot of people sometimes when we
say no. We look at our beautiful land. Some of these
guys inside here they say they've been on 1it, I don't

know. Some of them say they live off the land but me, I
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do; water, animals, fish, we look after it. Like I heard
one (1) person say when the white man touches the earth,
they open it and they can't fix it again like it -- the

way 1t was.

If you look -- when that person was saying
he's been all over on the land, never made a damage. You
wouldn't even know we'd been there. That's how we keep
the lands. How many years we've been asking for
compensation through that Taltson - not once. Till today
we're still fighting that.

We're the closest here to Nonacho Lake
here, to the dam. We keep saying no cause it's so
beautiful and now you look at it again, everybody's after
it now again. I'm not going to say yes to it yet because
our land claim is not settled yet.

Just like IBAs through the mines, 1t's
hard for me to say yes to anything like that because our
land claim is not settled. Once everything comes in
place, then -- then we can sit back at the table and then
we'll give you what we want and the rules that Akaitcho's
going to put down, we have to follow by it. We're not
even there yet but we're pretty close right now and the
government stalls all the time just like he's making more
money off us and not settling our land claims because all

the diamonds in here, the uranium, gold, all the riches
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in Canada here.

I think you guys sitting on the boards,
you should listen to us sometimes. When we say no, that
means no and here it's still going ahead.

I've been on the table for a long time,
too, and I stepped down for a long time, but even though
I'm sitting back I can listen to what's going on. I've
been in that position there, chief. I was there, too,
council, and some of my friends who are sitting on this
side of the table used to sit right beside me but now
they're up there beside you. What's going on?

I know, you know. I know what's going on.
Because that river I know pretty good because I trap up -
- further up. All the damage I've seen, what happens 1in
the winter. In February I never seen water up there.
I've seen lots of water and we usually get stuck with the
skidoos and have a hard time coming out. In our early

days we never seen anything like that.

Well, the hydro, I guess, I don't know. I
can't say yes to it yet. I guess that's what you've been
hearing all day, no. To the Mackenzie Valley Board, I
can't say yes to 1t now yet. Mahsi cho.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you for your
comments. And we heard -- heard them and we've written

them down.
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n I have that wanted to

speak i1s Maurice Lockhart. Can you help him?

(INTERPRETED FROM THE CHIPEWYAN LANGUAGE INTO ENGLISH)

ELDER MAURICE LOCKH
the meeting is almost over so ther
here. I just want to say a few th

about what's been talked about.

ART:
e's n

ings,

It seems like
ot much people

not very much

I didn't hear all that's been said at this
meeting, but, I have travelled through the o0ld days. I
used to travel for meetings. The people from the old
days though words are good. Everybody is worried about

what's happening with our land.
And people had said
earlier. There's a lot of people
this Project. I remember when we
in the old days, there's a lot of
disappearing from us, things that
So this power line
it's about twenty (20) years it's
We've been talking about it on our
why they want to put this power 11

to know the reasons behind this.

some

good things

who don't agree with

used
thing
we us
they'

been

to have meetings

s that's

e to for survival.
re talking about,

talked about.

land. I want to know

ne in

It's

our land. I want

been about twenty

(20) years -- 1it's been talked about for about twenty
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(20) vyears.

All the Elders that were here -- there's

like it seems like it's been forgotten about and the

power line it's a long ways. Everybody's using it and
we're asking for us to have power for ourselves. It
doesn't seem that they want that to happen. So us, we

can use 1t.

Whatever the way people want, we don't
hold back from them but when we ask for something 1it's
like they're holding back from us. It's like that.

And this power line they talk about, we
want power so we can use it here in the community. Me, I
want this, I talk about it all the time, I want the power
to be put here.

And I said that many times and nobody has
worked on 1it. If I know about the power line -- and
another thing, white people make things, things that they
built us were things that are disappearing from us.
There's a lot of words about that, a lot of discussion.

There's a lot of things that we used to
survive on that are not there anymore. In the olden
days, 1if we asked for a power line at that time there,
and 1t was pulled through here, everybody would have been
helping everybody in a good way.

And in this community we live on it seems
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like nobody's paying attention to us anymore, even to
build a road to this community. A lot of things that are
disappearing from us 1is because of the white people, I
know that, some of 1it. We always used to have meetings
in the past for this to prevent this from happening.

There was a man named Akaitcho (phonetic)
who used to be from here in the old days. He used to
fight non-natives, he used to put words down in a good
way. To people to live good with each other in harmony.
People from here -- all people live around here because
of Akaitcho.

This land here, it's like this land is
built on money. There's even wires. This land was given
to Akaitcho and because of Akaitcho, people were living

good, and he said that this is how the land's gonna be,

Akaitcho said, from here on in. People used to kill each
other on this land. We don't want nobody to kill each
other anymore and live a good way. And everything that

we live off, we have to respect 1t, even the land.

That's how it's supposed to be. That's what he had said.
And the white man who paid Akaitcho for

the land, and he gave something to Akaitcho. There's

name for it, that money 1s alive, it's never gonna end.
And some of my family are from here.

People from here made some really strong words and from
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those words people are living good and nowadays Akaitcho
died and the money, they don't know what happened to the
money and because of that, there's other people think
twice about working with white people.

The way 1t was supposed to be everything
was like that. It would have been good till today. They
made a priest a pope and this is Akaitcho's words. When
the treaty was made and they said Akaitcho mentioned
this, this was really strong words at a meeting.

It's our people who are hesitant today
talked about a lot of things that are -- we're losing a
lot of things. White people make things on their land.
They have good land there, hardly any cold and they make
poisons, chemicals. In 1926 they made a poison or
chemicals. There used to be white people all around --

around this area in the barren lands and Akaitcho had

said that. If white people make things a lot of things
are going to disappear from us. They just take the furs,
they leave the meat. Even a small thing when they eat
it, they all die; that's what he means by poison. They

poison the animals to trap them and from then on a lot of

things were gone. Even ducks and the caribous are
declining, fish are declining. It's getting hard times
now for us. My grandfather told me, if the -- 1if the

world was like that, there's going to be a lot of things
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I still hold those words

those words at meetings.

meetings. I helped the

that's

don't hear well even though I

They
they're still making thin
the younger generation, t
not like that now. We wa
them.

That word
hard times

Right now it's

used to survive on on the

we -- we're going to have

we keep going like this.

are not going to be with us

I

chiefs, I

how I went through life.

nothing to eat
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from now on.
and I also use

used to talk a lot at
helped the people -
I'm -- I'm old now. I

still try and help people.

still make poison. They're still --
gs like chemicals and poison and
he kids they play outside, it's
nt to preserve the land for
is not supposed to be broken.
for us. Everything that we
land is all disappearing. If

in the future if

And i1it's coming to that time, you have to
think about that. I never heard anybody mention about
that, talk about it. Me, I think about this. I don't --
I don't know how to read and write but I have my own

words and 1t's just the
everything that's
We used to have priests
priests.

Even

same thing.
important to us 1is

come

several years

Something important,
all disappearing.
in here, now we have no

come around here
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surveying the land. They surveyed all the land. They
travelled around in canoes - four (4) Indians with some
white people. They work for these furriers. They think
their words are going to be strong. Even these mountains
around here, they put stakes in the hills. All the hills
around here, you could see that they put stakes in these
hills around here.

Those words that were put there, it's not

going to change. It supposed to work in a good way,
that's how they had told us. I used to see all that.
They surveyed most of the land around here. All the
points, they made maps. They fixed it all and they

worked on i1t in a good way and it's supposed to be like
that. Now it's not like that no more. If they still

worked on it at that time, there wouldn't be this much

discussion today. Everything we would have used and work
together. And no arguments amongst meetings.
The way -- the way I heard -- what has

been said at meetings, that's what I'm mentioning now.
My -- my grandfather, I don't want to break his words, I
have to use his words, that's how I want it from here to
the future for the younger generation. I worry about
them, that's why I'm talking on behalf of them. In the
olden days they used to talk for everybody, the Chief, I

remember those days.
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So this power line they're talking about
and we asked for it to be shared with us to the
community. We could use it, nobody argue and everybody
could benefit from 1it. That's how it should be. And
people are always arguing now. That's not our fault,
that's non-Native's fault. That's when arguments come --
come out when people don't agree with each other. People
should think. Me, I -- I think about these things and
all the people that make our poisons, all the drugs.
Kids are losing their minds because of that. Even that
it bothers me.

Was a boss, the Prime Minister, we had to

talk with him. There's other things that we don't agree
with. What we don't agree with we have to mention that
to them, then we will know. That's how I'm thinking.

What I think, I said it, so this power line, they need
it. I want it to come here, too. It's not far. Only
when the power comes here -- only when the power line 1is
put here, then we discuss about how we want things to be
done. There's lots of rivers and streams and all the --
the mines and beyond the mines.

Olden days they used to say people
travelled on the land just -- Jjust by walking. The --
the ocean, there's a river there, there's a big river

there. In the old days they put mines -- if they put the
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line through the mines there, that will be good. There's

still people asking for that, even the mines.

And then they can also benefit from that

power and you have to think about this. There's a big
river there I mentioned. If the white people find it,
they probably know already. I heard all about that. My

dad, when he was thirteen (13), people that live here

used to travel all around the area just by walking. They
would carry one (1) canoe with them and they would travel
on the land like that. People from here, that's how far

they used to work, Whitefish Lake, and they would stay in

that one (1) area for a whole summer.

And -- and the white people think that us
people haven't been anywhere on the land. We've been all
over this land. That's how our forefathers, our

ancestors, used to work and travel and they used to work
for us. They made it for us. And we have to work the
same way they did, that's how we have to think.

That's how our meeting should be. That's
all I have to say right now even though I have lots to
say. There's lots of stories about the old days.

There's a lot of people think 1f you're going to make
something, it's got to be built good. The way the old
days was we used to teach each other and keep things in a

good way if you want to use it. Everybody has to work
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together to build something for -- for a good cause;
that's how it should be. We can't argue amongst each
other, no argument, that's how I think about it.

People that travel in the old days, I want

that still to happen. Before I was born I used to -- I
know how people used to travel. I know how to read in my
language. From that I know how people travelled in the
old days because I read -- I read my language and I -- I
talk about all that. It's not the way it used to be now

and I'm thinking about that now.

Though kids are growing up today, I'm
worried about them for the future. Nowadays 1t seems
like they don't know what to do, the younger generation.
They don't know where they're going. They don't know how
to go about it. If they're going to build something
good, they don't make it. Now, that's how i1t happened to
our kids. To prevent that happening in the old days we
used to have good discussions. We used to think that
way, too.

Right now we're having difficult times.

The reason why we're having difficult times is because no

natives are building all these things; that's impacting
us . There's all the things that's built out there. All
the bosses are building things. Some are good; some are

not good. Everything is all coming together. And that's
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how the land is right now. I have mentioned what I have
been thinking. I had to think this way. There's my
forefathers, my ancestors, I listen to their words. If

I don't use the words I won't be sitting here today.
It's because of them I'm using these words.
Our forefathers, Elders, and the

leadership, their words were good when they talked;

that's what I'm mentioning right now. It seems like
we're having difficult times right now. It's -- it's not
easy for us to fix things that are wrong. Whatever the
bad impacts that are coming, I -- I mentioned that. We

have to think about this.

If something is good, take 1it. All the
land around us has been all spoiled from people working,
developing, going on our land. Everything that's good

they take out of the land and because of that we're

losing a lot of things. Well, today this is what I
think. There's still a lot of things to be said but I
have said what I was thinking. Everything that's
disappearing I told that -- I mentioned that.

Even tho Inuit country, white people took
all the land around that area. Where they take the land
they say only then they're going to be the boss, that's
what the white people say. Even that I'll talk about.

It's okay, I said. They go underground,
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look at things, things they use. We use it so that's
okay. Things that we eat, things that we use, and tho
government can mention that. And all where the Inuits
are living, they still hunt and trap the way they used
to.

White people think they're going to boss
all of the land, people's land, they want to be boss.
They bring in their food, store-bought food.

Now you got to think about the younger
generations today. For what I usually hear things in the
old days, think about that. You have to be thankful of
what you have. When you talk about things you have to
help each other with words. So I have mentioned what I
was thinking. I could -- I could talk more but this 1is

good enough for now. Thank you.

(INTERPRETATION CONCLUDED)

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thank you, Maurice, for
sharing your views with us. I lost my list for a second.

Next, I would like to ask Mary Rose and
Madeline 1f they would like to speak now. Chuck will

help you with the microphone.

(INTERPRETED FROM THE CHIPEWYAN LANGUAGE INTO ENGLISH)
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ELDER MARY ROSE ENZOE: This power line
that is going to be strung over our land, I listened to
the kids talk, the youth, even the youth are mentioning
how much they appreciate the land. I really appreciate
that they mentioned that. When I hear kids talk like
that it just fills my heart and soul as these are the
younger generation, these are the ones that are going to
be in the future and they're thinking of that; that's
good.

Some people thought that the kids don't

think that way but now we know that they do think that

way . And this land, it's just like they're arguing with
us for our land. It's a long ways where they're going to
put the power line. If they work on the land afterwards,

even they're going to use tractors I guess and they say
they're not going to tear up the land, a project that
size they're going to have to disturb the land. They're
not going to use just the axe, they're going to use heavy
equipment. This is what I think.

The way the youth spoke today 1s strong
for me. Me, I don't want this power line to go. Me,
too, I have a lot of grandchildren, small ones. When
they get older in the future somehow they might benefit.
If we keep the land for them, even though it's hard we

still keep the land, our children's children for them so
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they can survive off that land. That's what we're going
to work towards.

Nobody made words for these youth to

speak. That money, even though we get lots, we won't
benefit from it. Forever, we can have money forever.

And the land, we can use the land forever. Sometimes we
take the youth out to the barren lands. When you step on
the land, the land's so beautiful. Wherever you look
it's beautiful scenery. Who you think -- who you think
grew all that? The Creator made this land for us until

today and there's not much people that pull the land.
When it comes to the white people it's
like always taking us to some place we don't want to go.
All the south -- the land in the south all spoiled so now
they're coming to our land.
Where we have a house up at the river
there in the springtime, there's lots of water. Now when

springtime comes around there's hardly any water now.

Now the fall time right now the -- the dock we made, that
dock 1is sitting on dry land now. Who's taking all that
water? Where the waterfalls come down there's nothing
there now. Where's all that water going? Tell me where
that water's going. I'"ll be happy to know.

Water can't disappear by itself like that.

I've been living on this land that long. Sometimes a
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plane lands in the water in the north and same thing in
the fall and in the spring. Why does a plane land in
there I told my -- my husband? I told him to go check it
out and my husband asked him and he said they were
testing water. They said, "We want to know if the water
is declining or getting more."

Maybe they're building dams somewhere on
the river that we don't know because there's no reason
why water can disappear like that. Maybe 1f you guys
jump in the truck right now and go up the river you'll
see what I'm talking about.

For me, I don't agree with that, that
power line that you guys are planning to string through
our land. I'm not the only one who feels this way.
There's Elders who feel the same way.

What do you guys think, give -- only 1if
the falls -- 1f you pull the line across a river? Tell
me what you're gonna give her for putting the wire across
the river? And you guys have a destination where you're
gonna put your lines and you're going to keep adding to
the lands.

For me, 1it's like talking for nothing.
0ld Lady of the Falls, a lot of people benefit from her.
Our minds are strong because of her. That's something

very 1important to us.
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Even we go there with our kids, our

grandchildren. We live around there. We never go
hungry, we always have food to eat. There's all kinds of
fish.

How about we live out here. The water 1is
good. The fish is good. And now all the white people,

they're coming here because we are the last of the fresh
waters and the fresh fish.

Us, we don't go to the land and argue --
and talk to them about their land. Governments that want
a piece of our land, they never come here. Maybe they
just see pictures of our land.

Or they're sitting across the table and
telling us -- come to our land, give up the land. It's
like you're telling us to give up our land. You come to
our community.

If you think about it, it's not good. The
way our elders have raised us in the past, we all lived
in the bush and we lived good. We never went hungry.

And our elders, our family members would
hunt for us in the bush. That's how I grew up. All of
us grew up like that. Even though there was no store,
hardly any white man food, even the kids would still eat
and survive. We never went hungry.

There's no caribou around us. You go
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hunting now you won't be able to see caribou. In the
olden days people had tons of food, of caribou.

Now you send someone out to go hunting,

they can't shoot a caribou around here. You have to go a
long ways in order to get caribou meat. And 1f that
disappears from us, what are we gonna live on? You buy -

- you buy a piece of meat from a store, it's about twenty
dollars $20.

These words are for the kids, our
grandchildren. That's why I want to preserve the land
for them.

In the olden days, people who live on the
land, chiefs, first time they made treaty -- I heard the
story from an Elder -- they gave five dollars ($5) out.

If you don't break that, they're not going
to -- if you guys don't break that treaty, nobody's going
to argue to you about your land as long as you don't
break that Treaty. That's what was said. Because of the
priest, we took that money.

If you guys take that five dollars ($5),
nobody's going to argue to you about your land. Even
that, that's broken already. As long as the river flows,
the grass grows, and the sun shines, that word won't Dbe
broken, that five dollars ($5) you hold, and nobody will

come here to your land and argue about your land. That's
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why -- that's the reason why we took the five dollars
($5); that's what the Elder told me.

Even that is -- that's broken. It's been
stepped over. We don't know where we're going right now.
Maybe we're going to worse. This is what I think.

That's enough for now. Thank you.

ELDER MADELINE DRYBONE: I'll make a

short one. This power line, I'm thinking about it. Who

made this project for you to work that big of a project?
Who made that project for you guys? You should tell us
the way things are. If a paper or a document 1is not
made, they can't work on that big of a project. Even
though we don't know how to read or write, vyou can't
think that we're -- we're not smart. Don't work towards
us like that.

The way I hear things the one who -- who
made this project for you, I hear he's from Fort Res,
Yellowknife Dene. Those guys put this project together.
That's why you guys are working on this project.

Fort Res and Yellowknife, this 1is not
their land. This is our land. We didn't know that and
with that you guys went ahead with this project. For me
it's like you guys stole our land and you guys are
working on 1it. Yellowknife people, Fort Res people --

Fort Res people, I don't ever see them around here summer
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or winter and why are they supporting this project? I
want to know why this project is going to go through.
Who made this -- who came up with this project?
Even if we stay here in this community we

take skidoo rides all the way to a field on Deze with the

young people. This is our land because we love this land
so much; that's why we take our -- our children on this
land.

You don't see Fort Res people or
Yellowknife people out there with their kids. So why do
they want to go through with this project for? Even the
Thelon River, I heard they were going to do some drilling
up on Thelon River because they have permits.

Chief and council, three (3) people put

their name. Now I hear that they're doing to do some
drilling up on the Thelon River. Not everybody agrees
with that. If there's going to be something agreed upon

and that they have to discuss i1t with the community and

if they're going to put their names in, they can put

their name. But if they do this behind people's back,
that's -- that's what I heard, that's how they went about
it.

If -- i1if you're a chief, you can't put

people's names down for nothing unless you really know

what's 1t about. The council has to understand, too. S o



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 198
whoever put their names down for the Thelon River truly
doesn't know. If it's achieved there's going to be lots

of words you're going to hear.

You have to explain things to people. The
way people talk to me, that's how I'm talking. I had to
go visiting to understand what's going on. That's not
good for me. I'm not happy with this.

If they say no, that's why 1t was closed

down because we didn't want nobody to work up there. We
didn't want no exploration for uranium. We said no to
uranium. Now I heard they did some -- they did some

drilling up there.

We have to discuss this a lot of times and
we have to have a full understanding what's happening up
at Thelon River.

A lot of girls told me this, talk about
this. If we don't talk about it, they're just -- they're
just going to go forward. They will not let that go.

They're going to have to do what they're going to have to

do .

And the -- and the Metis, you work with
the Metis. You never lived amongst the Metis, you lived
in Lutsel K'e. If it's going to be the Metis, we don't

know how you're going to be travelling.

You have to help people from Lutsel K'e.
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why you're rewarded as a Chief

Now I'm over eighty

I mention here today 1is
have to put these words down

I want to have

and work for

for
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the people, that's
(80) years old. What
for my future generation kids. I

them.

a meeting with Yellowknife

people and Fort Res people. Not only me, there's other
people who think that. A lot of people have felt like
this but they're shy to talk. But me, I'm not shy.
Whatever's on my mind I will mention 1it. If I don't

agree with something I

And now you

line on our land. I

direction where we're going to

though we're saying no to

guys are still going forward.

So whoever came

Everybody wants to know who
go through.
almost

Now it's

more things, but this is all I

(INTERPRETATION

THE CHAIRPERSON?:

talk about

think we're --

the power

came up with this

can't hang onto it.

stringing a power

we're going in a

have a hard time. Even

lines, it's like vyou

up with this project?

project to

7:00, and I could say some

have to say. Thank you.
CONCLUDED)

Thank you very much for
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sharing your views with us. And now it is seven o'clock
or almost seven o'clock and James I think wanted to say
something and then after that I'm going to ask Chief
Nitah to say a few words to close the meeting.

And I'd like to thank everyone before we
go to our final speakers for hanging in there and
sticking around. I think we've had a really productive
day and we've heard a lot of really important things from
the people in Lutsel K'e and the people who came with us
from Fort Resolution.

So, James...?

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Thank you. I guess
it's getting kind of late but I have a couple of
important gquestions that I think should be answered
because I'm quite surprised that when Dan had mentioned
that there was an agreement in place to develop a power
line through the proposed park, I was wondering, like,
who -- who did you negotiate with and whom did you
negotiate with to get permission for you to go through
the existing -- the proposed national park that we're
working on?

The second one is the -- about three (3)
or (4) years ago when you guys came to the community you
guys were talking about the traditional knowledge studies

that were proposed by Golder and Associates and I Jjust
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wanted to know what phase or what's the status on that
because from what I know as a First Nations Member here
from the community, I never heard of any traditional

knowledge studies that were being happening. Thank you.

(BRIEF PAUSE)

THE CHAIRPERSON: All right, so your
gquestion on the negotiations for the -- in terms of going
through the park with the transmission line, Deze
Energy's going to respond today to that, but your
gquestion about the TK studies, Deze Energy's elected to

respond to that in writing by October 30th, 2009.

Dan...?

--- UNDERTAKING NO. 2: Deze Energy to respond by
October 30, 2009 re status of
traditional knowledge studies

MR. JAMES MARLOWE: Like, 1f the answers -

- like, who do you provide the answers to? Like, would

the answers be provided directly to my personal address
or to the First Nation or where does it go?
THE CHAIRPERSON: Up until now our main

point of contact with the Lutsel K'e Dene First Nation
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1 has been your Wildlife, Lands, and Environment Committee
2 and we send everything to them. If you want us to
3 forward the answer anywhere else, you can let me know
4 after the meeting and I'll take that e-mail address or
5 address or whatever.
6 MR. DAN GRABKE: As mentioned before,
7 there wasn't negotiation as far as that clause getting
8 put in. I heard that they were doing land withdrawal or
9 whatever and I talked to the people in the Lands
10 Department that were writing it up and they asked for
11 some wording that would have that so the transmission
12 line could be allowed. So it wasn't a negotiation as
13 such.
14
15 (BRIEF PAUSE)
16
17 THE CHAIRPERSON: Oh, sorry. So okay
18 with that? I'm going to ask Chief Nitah to say some
19 closing words.
20 CHIEF STEVEN NITAH: Mashi cho.
21 (CHIPEWYAN SPOKEN)
22 MR. GEORGE MARLOWE: Oh, lots of time.
23 No, just -- I'm kind of sick and tired about the caribou
24 and the people complaining about the caribou, everything.

25 It's not on account of that hydro there's not much
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caribou. It's not on account of

is less now. There is something

That's something we should find

mine meeting or a hydro meeting

caribou, less caribou, caribou,

Last winter I go

at Artillery Lake, I know there'

there. It's not

thousand (10,000) or a little Dbi

told people here already.

And when I went h

weeks ago, a week -- ten (10) da
mine, Ekati mine. And I was fly
caribou where to stop, and that
it's not -- 1it's not lots of car
over thirty (30) caribou.

I was looking at

caribou, at least, I don't know

less than five thousand (5,000)
anyway. So, 1t's very little ca
watch.

I don't want peop
back, thirty (40) vyvears, forty (

there's less caribou, what we go

herd or whatever, let's protect

a very big area.
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a mine that the caribou
else besides that.

out because every time a
people complain about
caribou.

hunting all the time 1like
s a bunch of caribou
I'"ll say maybe ten

t more, that's it. I

unting about two (2)

ys ago, close to the

ing around that area for
one too I knew right away

ibou. But we got little

that land, and the

if it's -- it could be

caribou right there

ribou, that we'll have to

le to talk about way

30) years ago. If

t there in -- Beverly

that one. We'll all go
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together and protect that caribou. Not only hydro, or
all the mine, all the government people, the wildlife
people, to Ottawa, the whole Canada, we should talk about

that caribou that we've got, maybe it's only twenty

thousand (20,000) now. Let's talk about that. How could
we protect for next hundred (100) years? Forget about
the past. Too much complaining.

That's -- I want to say that. And one (1)
thing again. There's, again, like we've come here with

mining people, with hydro people, anybody in government,

anything, environment, people complain saying that the

damage of land. It's true, it's damaged. Like I was
talking about regional power. They have about four (4)
or five (5) turbines in Canada. Some people, they go --
they go to that place too. It was damaged, but today vyou
look at i1it, just green grass. That's how today everybody
works.

I'm not helping you guys. We should all
go together and talk about those things. For our side,
it should be good. For your side, it should be good.
That way there, I think people not -- in there will not

complain again.
Just like I was 1in this lake, there's one
(1) turbine there from regional power, Jjust like from

further lands to Artillery Lake, maybe further, that far
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and they had a nice road and all the pipe underneath the

road, you don't see the pipe. You know how to build

those kind of, yeah. The roads on top of pipe, and the
landscape, Jjust green grass. You're driving around in a
truck, or with a pick-up. This time of year everybody

goes there hunting moose, hunting bear, caribou and
there's good fishing there too.

So, there's no damage. There will be
damage 1in the beginning, but after that you look and it's
nice again. Something like that we should talk together
and nice. Everybody will be happy. Government side will
be happy, Ottawa people will be happy, Lutsel K'e people
will be happy. All around that lake, all the Chiefs will
be happy.

Why are we talking about damage? Look at
that, twenty (20) years ago, or thirty (30) years ago,
look at the highway from Edmonton to Yellowknife. It
used to be gravel from -- from Peace River, Grande
Prairie to here about thirty (30) or forty (40) years
ago. Now you're driving just like this, paved, green

grass on the side, look at all the way to Yellowknife

now. You don't see rocks sitting over there. That's
something that's good too. You look at that, at what's
damaged, but not anymore. It looks really good now.

But that's the only thing that I -- I
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still don't like, there's no conversation or no deal made

before anything. You should have -- you should sit down
and talk to -- about these kind of things.
And the mine people too. If you want the

line, they should come and tell us here, not only Deze

Energy people and mining people. There's Ekati and the
diamond -- Diavik, De Beers, Natchokoo (phonetic). They
should come here. I worked on the mine there for a
little while, about a little -- over five years at Ekati
and I know it's damaged. But, now, you look at it, it's

good now.

But it's not over yet. We still talk
about the closure, what we're going to do, what we're
going to do with this -- all those waste rocks are --
it's up to us. All different people make different
decisions because I used to go to that meeting guite a

few times.

But that's something that I -- there's
some way we have to work together. There's -- we got to
work together anyway. There's no other way. We got to -

- just got to go together, work together, make decision

ourselves. That's something I'm thinking about because I
-- I was looking at my -- my grandson and the family I
was talking, got tears. I told them, that's my grandson,

you know, my second oldest grandson and I told him he's
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supposed to be go back to -- to finish his grade 12 of
his. He told me, Grandpa, I want to go with you hunting

because nobody teach me how to cut caribou or shoot

caribou, he said. So last year I took him out. He was
really happy. But he will go back to high school and
finish.

But in front of our grand -- my grand kids

like that and your grand kids, we shouldn't fight or

argue. Let's work together.

I go to a Parks meeting too. Last year I
was 1n Banff. There's over two hundred (200) people from
around the world went there. And two (2) white womans,
they came to me and they said -- and when I spoke, I -- I
spoke just about every day I was there. There's a lot of
people, but I still spoke. And that two (2) womans said,
you're right, we're supposed to work together. But my

parents never told me that, I was supposed to work with
Dene people.

Now, I'm going to tell my kids I want my
kids to work with Dene people now. Two (2) womans, I
never thought they'll say that to me, those white womans,
and one (1) of them from Europe, one (1) of them from
Alberta, anyway, but there's two (2) of them that agree,
that talk 1like that.

They said, white people I don't think ever
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talked like that they said, but when you spoke, make me
think, so I'm going to tell my children that, to work
with Dene people. Dene is a strong -- looks like it's
real powerful people. So think, anyway. Us Dene will

think about the hydro line, you too, all of us, next --

one (1) month thing. You should have something done by
that time. Thank you.

THE CHAIRPERSON: Thanks. I think that
that's a -- working together to achieve common goals is a

good note to end the meeting on.
I saw a lot of little children here
earlier who seemed to be looking for their parents. So I

guess this would be a good time to adjourn.

Chief Nitah...?

CHIEF STEVEN NITAH: Thank you. One of
those little children is my son. He's wondering where I
am I guess. It's been a long day as we've gone through

the discussions today.

Sometimes it's unfortunate, venues such as
this is used for other purposes but we all know what's
going on. But I hope MacKenzie Valley Environment and
Review Board heard clearly today as I heard that when the
Elders, the youth and the members speak in this
community, we speak with a unified voice and our position

respecting the proposed Taltson Hydro Expansion Project
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and the subsequent transmission lines proposed for the
east arm of the -- of our territory.

We speak of the land and the water and its
resources as an extension of who we are as a people.
That's how we all feel here in Lutsel K'e Dene First
Nations.

In a review process, these statements made
by the youth, the Elders, are sometimes grand -- grand
motherhood statements and I imagine it's confusing for
the MacKenzie Valley Land and Water Board and the staff
whose mandated to -- to review specific impacts on
specific animals or specific geographic areas such as the
Trudel Creek which I see is got half a day in the
upcoming technical sessions later for October 1st, 2nd
and the 5th. Currently you're not mandated to assist the
cumulative impacts of the Project or the -- what the
Project may have in such an area.

We clearly express our concerns and most
of the concerns expressed today speak of the cumulative
impacts of not only the Deze Project and the transmission
line but how that transmission might feed existing
projects -- or tie into the existing projects together
and potential future projects together. And 1if that's
not cumulative impact or a cumulative results, I don't

know what can be viewed as a cumulative impact to be
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reviewed by the Board.

And I strongly encourage the Board to go
outside of their box, their mandate, to view this Project
as a cumulative impact. I was just at the Aboriginal
Business Conference in Yellowknife and there was general
consensus at that conference and that consensus 1s that
an energy corridor such as the transmission line being
proposed is more important than all-season road to a
mineral rich area.

We know our territory 1is rich in minerals.
We know to the northeast of the proposed site of the
Thaydene Nene Park, there's diamonds. We know that to
the southeast of the site Thaydene Nene, there's uranium.
We know there's -- Ptarmigan Resources 1is getting excited
about their project in -- near DIAVIK.

We know there's numerous other projects in

the whole geological area that are -- are potentially
feasible if an energy source can be -- can reach there
and provide a secure source of energy. When I say
'secure' I mean a steady flow of energy without the

fluctuation of global crisis interfering such as the
price of fuel of 2006 that increased the cost of the
diamond mines.

You've heard from our Elders, from our

members, from our youth, that this is our land and always
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has been our land and we take great pride and
responsibility in the protection of our land.

You, as the Mackenzie Valley, are mandated
to make decisions. By coming to Lutsel K'e and other
communities that may be affected by projects to hear
concerns and listen to guestions which will fuel the
deliberation by the Board towards a recommendation, I ask
you to remember and articulate the fact that this is our
land and how we feel about this project, specifically
dealing with the transmission line and where they want to
put it through, clearly articulate our desire to deal
with past wrongs no matter who owns 1t, who owns that
wrong.

We feel strongly and we've always felt
strongly that that needs to be dealt with before Taltson
is expanded, whether the transmission line i1s proposed
for the south, north, east, or west. That original
damages and the continuing damages that Taltson has on
Nonacho Lake and Nonacho Lake watershed 1is a concern that
we have and we want to get addressed.

We're concerned about caribou obviously
but one (1) gquestion, specific question I have for the
Deze Energy 1is 1if they've done any work regarding the
effects and impacts of their project on muskox. That's

one (1) gquestion I have for them to -- to answer.
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You know, this -- when we say "cumulative
impacts," that's basically what mostly we spoke about
today and I know 1t's not your responsibility but it is a
major concern and a project such as this would really add
to that cumulative impacts. I know the developer is
saying that we don't make the decision to make the mine
go ahead or not, but having a secure energy source at
their doorstep would make any project that's not feasible
today more than likely feasible.

And we know that Canada is the biggest
benefactor of any development in the Northwest
Territories, the Canadian government. They collect 100
percent of royalties minus whatever they agree to share
with the Tlicho, the Gwich'in and the Sahtu. They keep
100 percent of the tax revenues. They keep 100 percent
of the corporate taxation revenues.

So, I see maybe that's one (1) of the
reasons why a transmission line is proposed to go right
in the heart of our territory. You're cutting our
territory in half practically by doing this.

The alternative route, the marine --
marine route, I think would lend itself to a cooperative
approach within Akaitcho as suggested by George Marlowe.
This is not new to us. We've known about Deze's plans

for a while. Deze has been to the community a number of
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s been a great supporter of our community

nd their time and making resources

and we appreciate that and we try to work

with Deze in the best way we can, however, our concerns

and the issues

addressed and 1
because I don't
The only area t

transmission 11

we raise with them still have not been

t probably won't be addressed by Deze
think they -- they feel ownership of it.

hey have ownership of is the routing of a

ne and I think you heard clearly today

that that's a major concern and I hope that Deze will

take that back

to their -- to their board.

In the near future the Akaitcho Chief will

be here to talk about Deze and our working relationship.

We do have inte
to be managing
in other areas.
are the propone

concern for us.

very clearly he
the technical s
to further our

gquestions that

opportunity to

rnal agreements as to how we're supposed
Akaitcho territory. And we exercise that
But on this particular case our partners

nts. It's exciting for them but it's a

And I think we've expressed our concerns
re today and we will have a delegation at
essions of October 1st, 2nd, and the 5th
-- our articulation of our concerns and
we have.

At this time I'd like to take the

acknowledge the youth that spoke out
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today. It's good to hear that they have concerns and
they have the courage to come up in front and articulate
how they feel. I think that shows a successful -- a
succession of leadership that's always been here in the
community.

We had, for the record, Maurice Lockhart,

the eldest member of our community at ninety-nine (99),
and we had everyone between those two (2) ages speaking
here today. So I think we got a good representation of -
- of our membership and our community. So hopefully

you'll take our concerns and the questions that we have

and use your heart, as young Nathaniel suggested.

I'd like to thank the -- the Elders for
being here with us, the com -- the membership that
participated today. Obviously we need to acknowledge the
interpreters, translators. Without them it's hard to

communicate in a bilingual environment.

Deze, thanks again for coming. Thank you,
everybody. Mahsi Cho.

Okay, we'll -- we're going to ask Albert
again to do the closing prayer. We're going to ask our

members that are here and those that are participating in
the prayer to -- to pray for one of our Elders that's not
here today with us, 1s experiencing lot of pain, and is a

-- a severe condition with -- with cancer. He's in
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Yellowknife now. He was supposed to be coming back today
but at 3:30 this morning he was experiencing severe pain
so was hospitalized again in Yellowknife. We're going to
ask to pray for Joe Michel. He's been a strong member of

our community for years.

(CLOSING PRAYER)

--- Upon adjourning at 7:20 p.m.

Certified correct,

Wendy Warnock, Ms.
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