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NIRB File No.: 24XN038
NPC File No.: 150467

September 24, 2024

Gavin Law

West Kitikmeot Resources Corp.
PO Box 6, 30B Mitik Street
Cambridge Bay NU, X0B 0C0O

Sent via email: glaw@westkit.ca

Re: Notice of Screening for West Kitikmeot Resources Corp.’s “Grays Bay Road and
Port” project proposal

Dear Gavin Law:

On August 6, 2024, the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) received a referral to screen West
Kitikmeot Resources Corp.’s (WKR) “Grays Bay Road and Port” project proposal from the
Nunavut Planning Commission (Commission), which noted that the project proposal is outside the
area of an applicable regional land use plan.

On August 14, 2024, the NIRB received the complete application from the Proponent.

Pursuant to Article 12, Sections 12.4.1 and 12.4.4 of the Agreement between the Inuit of the
Nunavut Settlement Area and Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada (Nunavut Agreement) and
s. 87 of the Nunavut Planning and Project Assessment Act, S.C. 2013, c. 14, s. 2 (NuPPAA), the
NIRB has commenced screening this project proposal and has assigned it file number 24XN038 -
please reference this file number in all future related correspondence.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Project Scope:
All documents received and pertaining to this project proposal can be accessed from the NIRB’s
online public registry at www.nirb.ca/project/125987.

Project: Grays Bay Road and Port
Region: Kitikmeot
Location: Grays Bay
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Closest

Community:

Kugluktuk Distance 180 kilometres | Direction East
(approximate) (km)

Summary of | The Proponent intends to build a deep-water port, a small craft harbour

Project accessible to community users, infrastructures for accommodations, fuel

Description: | storage, laydown areas, a 230-km all-season access road that connects to Grays
Bay Port to Jericho Station (former Jericho Mine). In addition to the road and
port, the project will construct bridges and culverts, development of quarries,
a rest station at the Jericho Station and other facilities needed to operate the
port, such as landfill, land farm, power supply and sewage treatment. The
project construction will require 250-400 workers.

Project Construction Phase: from 2029-12-16 to 2034-12-15

Proposed Operations Phase: from 2034-12-16 to 2099-12-15

Timeline:

According to the project proposal, the scope of the project includes the following works:
= Construction and operations of an approximately 230 kilometre (km), permanent year-
round, all-weather road, managed through a tolling regime, specifically:

(@]

(@]

(@]

Road design: crest between 8.7 and 10 metres (m) wide, maximum vertical slope
of 6%, and maximum cross-slope of 2.5%, and appropriate navigation aids.

Truck turnouts established every 50 m to meet safety requirements during
construction, with possible reuse of the gravel if turnouts removed for operations.
Up to 230 drainage areas require: approximately 18 single or multi-span bridges,
up to 50 culverts of diameters between 1.5 m and 5 m, in addition to numerous
culverts less than 1.5 m in diameter.

Up to four (4) temporary camps used during construction of the road, relocated
every three (3) months as construction progresses, with each camp to accommodate
up to 80 personnel per year. Additional camp infrastructure: offices, maintenance
shops, equipment and material storage, fuel storage (up to 20,000 L diesel stored in
enviro-tanks, in addition to limited amounts of propane and gasoline), water use,
and temporary waste and wastewater storage facilities. Wastewater and sewage
transported to Grays Bay Port or Jericho Station for treatment, incineration or
backhaul and disposal at accredited facility until permanent solid waste and sewage
facilities are commissioned.

= Construction and operations of a Grays Bay Port, open annually during the open-water
season (July to October), managed through port fees, specifically:

o

Initial development of one (1) wharf, designed based on the potential docking size
of 75,000 deadweight tonnes Ore-Bulk-Oil class 1A vessel, and a second wharf
when demand warrants.

Dredging of sea floor to reach appropriate depths in the development of the wharf.
A small craft harbour to provide safe moorage for up to 50 vessels, including
floating docks, launching ramp, refueling station containing approximately 5,000
litres (L) of gasoline, tent and refuge area, light vehicle parking for the public, and
optional breakwater to reduce wave height within the harbour.

Installation of appropriate navigation aids.

Transport, temporary storage, and staging of materials and equipment including:
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= Mobilization of construction materials and equipment via two (2) ocean freighters and
barges, lightering and delivering to the Grays Bay shore, followed by annual sealift
deliveries during construction and operations.

= During construction, staging and laydown areas established to store and maintain
equipment and supplies, provide loading and unloading facilities, stockpile granular
material, store fuel, and provide helicopter landing sites.

= During operations, laydown and container storage area would support the receipt, handling,
and storage of any materials or supplies required for any exploration and mining projects
as well as community resupply.

o Establish camp and associated port facilities: temporary accommodations of up to
60 personnel during construction, and permanent, seasonal accommodations for up
to 20 personnel per year during operations; offices and support buildings;
maintenance shops; generators; water management and waste water treatment
facilities; solid waste and wastewater storage facilities including landfill and
incinerator; and helicopter pad.

o Establish fuel storage facilities within secondary containment to initially contain 10
million litres (ML) of fuel with the potential to expand to 160 ML of fuel.

o A 1,800 m airstrip, possibly to be expanded to 2,400 meters, constructed initially
at either the proposed location of the permanent strip or at a widened section of the
embankment along Grays Bay Road at a suitable location. The permanent gravel
airstrip and access road would be constructed and operated year round and involve
support infrastructure including air traffic control, fuel storage facilities to hold up
to 90,000 L of jet fuel, a shelter building, a cargo shelter, and maintenance garage
for storage of snowplowing and airfield grading equipment.

o Progressive development of facilities for third party users, including
accommodations, hotel, and commercial facilities which may require site grading.

= Establish Jericho Station located at or near the existing Jericho Mine Site for maintenance
crew and truck drivers, including:

o Construction and operations of a vehicle parking area, three (3) person camp,
offices, refuelling facilities, refuge station, and associated water, waste, and power
facilities. Wastes backhauled to accredited facility or disposed of at Jericho station
if incinerator or permanent waste storage location established.

o Optional use of the existing airstrip associated with the Jericho mine during
construction to mobilize the workforce and to bring in supplies. During operations,
potential use of the existing airstrip at Jericho for emergency response.

o Upto 5,000 L fuel stored at the airstrip in drums or enviro-tanks.

o Tankfarm established within secondary containment to hold up to 20 ML of fuel.

o Staging areas constructed to store materials in transit from Grays Bay until winter
road established.

= Quarrying at up to 40 temporary and permanent sites to supply up to 8,000,000 m?® of rock
for construction of the road and port, with up to 100,000 m? required annually during
operations for road maintenance. Locations approximately every seven (7) km and ideally
within 500 metres of the proposed all-season road; every third quarry potentially a
permanent quarry used for the life of the project. Blasting may be required from some if
not all quarries during construction; explosives would be stored in accordance with
regulations.
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= Winter road construction and operations to connect various sites including:

o During construction, winter road sections would be constructed to access quarries
and mobile camps along the all-weather road route.

o During pre-construction and annually thereafter, a winter road would connect the
Jericho Station to Contwoyto Lake and the Tibbit-Contwoyto Winter Road to
transport supplies.

o During construction, approximately 1,000 trucks each winter season would
transport supplies, with yearly amounts of traffic expected to decrease significantly
during operations.

= Water use up to 600 cubic metres (m®) per day (100,000 m? per year) during construction,
and less than 100m? per day during operations; sources yet to be determined.

Inclusion or Exclusion of Scoping List

At this time, the NIRB has identified no additional works or activities in relation to the project
proposal, and any potential project-specific impacts of industrial users of the road or port are not
considered as part of this application, but would be considered as part of the third parties’ project-
specific impact assessment.

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS

All documents received can be accessed from the NIRB’s online public registry
www.nirb.ca/project/125987 and include:

= Commission Conformity Determination & Application
= NIRB Application & Revised NIRB Application

=  WKR letter to NPC

= Engagement Log

The NIRB will copy you on screening process related correspondence and upload related
documents to the NIRB’s online registry for public access. The NIRB may request additional
information at any time during the process.

The NIRB is copying parties and municipalities potentially affected by WKR project proposal with
this letter, and we invite interested parties to comment directly to the NIRB by October 15, 2024.

The NIRB would like parties to provide comments regarding:

= Whether the project proposal is likely to arouse significant public concern; and if so, why;

= Whether the project proposal is likely to cause significant adverse eco-systemic or socio-
economic effects; and if so, why;

=  Whether the project proposal is likely to cause significant adverse impacts on wildlife
habitat or Inuit harvest activities; and if so, why;

= Whether the project proposal is of a type where the potential adverse effects are highly
predictable and mitigable with known technology, (and providing any recommended
mitigation measures); and

= Any matter of importance to the Party related to the project proposal including if a Review
is required any additional factors that should be considered as part of that process.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Please send your comments to the NIRB via email at info@nirb.ca, via fax at (867) 983-2594 or
via the individual project dashboard for this assessment on the NIRB’s online public registry at
www.nirb.ca/project/125987.

If you have any questions or require clarification, feel free to contact the undersigned at 1-866-
233-3033 or femingak@nirb.ca.
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Sincerely,

Francis Emingak
Screening Officer
Nunavut Impact Review Board

Enclosures (6):  Public Notice of Screening (English, Inuktitut and Inuinnagtun)
Comment Forms (English, Inuktitut and Inuinnagtun)

cc: Distribution List
Richard Dwyer. Nunavut Water Board
Nidhi Singh, Nunavut Water Board
Abid Jan, Nunavut Water Board
Dustin Fredlund, Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
Carson Gillis, Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
Jorgan Aitaok, Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
Wynter Kuliktana, Kitikmeot Inuit Association
Tannis Bolt, Kitikmeot Inuit Association
Justin Buller, Government of Nunavut
Dianne Lapierre, Government of Nunavut
William Patch, Government of Nunavut
Ken Wasylyshen, Government of Nunavut
Olivier Forbes-Bouillon, Government of Nunavut
Caroline Whittle, Government of Nunavut
Sylvie LeBlanc, Government of Nunavut
Natalie D’Souza, Government of Nunavut
Drikus Gissing, Government of Nunavut
Adrian Paradis, Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency
Kaitlyn Bakker, Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency
Tracey McCaie, Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada
Lisa Pirie-Dominix, Canadian Wildlife Service
ECCC
Alasdair Beattie, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Peter Unger, Natural Resources Canada
Pierre-Olivier Emond, Natural Resources Canada
Transport Canada
Hamlet of Cambridge Bay
Hamlet of Gjoa Haven
Hamlet of Kugaaruk
Hamlet of Kugluktuk
Kugluktuk Angoniatit Associtaion
Ekaluktutiak Hunters & Trappers
Spence Bay Hunters & Trappers
Gjoa Haven Hunters & Trappers
Kutairojuark HTO
Omingmaktok Hunters & Trappers
Burnside Hunters & Trappers
Gwich'in Tribal Council
Inuvialuit Game Council
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Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation

North Slave Métis Alliance

Northwest Territories Treaty 8

Thcho Government

Yellowknives Dene First Nation

Athabasca Denesytiné Né Né Land Corporation
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