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August 28, 2026       Sent by Email 

  

Catherine Fairbairn 

Senior Environmental Assessment Advisor 

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 

200 Scotia Centre 

5102 50th Avenue 

Box 938 

Yellowknife, NT            X1A 2W7 

Email: cfairbairn@reviewboard.ca 

 

Ellie Adjun 

Community Liaison, Gwich’in Settlement Area 

Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board 

105 Veterans Way 

P.O. Box 2018 

Inuvik, NT      X0E 0T0 

Email: eadjun@reviewboard.ca 

 

RE: Mackenzie Valley Highway Extension Project Community Scoping Meetings 

  

Dear Ms. Fairbairn and Ms. Adjun, 

 

Thank you for meeting on August 25,  2026, with Gwich’in Tribal Council (GTC) 

Special Advisor to Grand Chief, David MacMartin, and Director of Lands and Resources, 

Kanda Gnama, to discuss the GTC project consultation and engagement protocols and 

plans for upcoming Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board (MVEIRB) 

meetings in Gwich’in communities regarding the Mackenzie Valley Highway Extension 

Project (from Wrigley to the Dempster Highway, south of Inuvik).  I am writing to 

confirm arrangements for these meetings that were discussed during the meeting on 

August 25th. 

 

I understand that MVEIRB plans to convene two upcoming Mackenzie Valley Highway 

Extension Project (MVH Extension Project) community project scoping sessions 

meetings – one in Inuvik on September 8 and one in Tsiigehtchic on September 9.  These 

meetings are being arranged following the announcement earlier this month by the MVH 

Extension Project sponsor, the Government of the Northwest Territories, of plans to 

extend the scope of the previously planned MVH Project to Inuvik.  The purpose of these 

MVEIRB community project scoping sessions is to update the Terms of Reference for 

the MVH Project that were previously developed in 2013. 
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You advised Mr. MacMartin and Mr. Gnama that you have made plans to invite 

representatives from Fort McPherson to join Tsiigehtchic community representatives for 

the project scoping session planned for Tsiigehtchic on September from 2:00 PM to 7:00 

PM on September 9.  This meeting will follow an initial community project scoping 

meeting to be held in Inuvik on September 8, to which I would recommend that you 

invite representatives from Aklavik to attend. 

 

In advance of these meetings, consistent with the briefing provided to you on August 25th 

regarding the GTC consultation and engagement protocols, please contact the Gwich’in 

Designated Gwich’in Organization (DGO) Presidents in each community identified 

below, as well as the Gwich’in Renewable Resource Councils (RRCs) and Indian Act 

Band Chiefs in each community in advance, to advise them of MVEIRB’s plans to 

convene these scoping meetings and to confirm the timings and locations for each of the 

planned meetings.   

 

The following are contact references for each of the Gwich’in community contacts to be 

made in advance of the planned meetings in Inuvik and Tsiigehtchic. 

 

 

Gwich’in DGO Presidents 

 

Diane Koe, President, Tetlit Gwich’in Council 

president@tgcouncil.ca 
 

Michael Greenland, Ehdiitat Gwich’in Council 

president@ehdiitatgwichin.ca 

 

Kelly McLeod, President, Nihtat Gwich’in Council. 

president@nihtatgwich’in.ca 
 

Mavis Clark, President, Gwichya Gwich’in Council  

president@gwichyagwichin.ca 

 

 

Gwich’in Indian Act Band Chiefs 

Liz Wright, Te’etlit Gwich’in Band Council 

chief@teetlit.ca 

 

Randy Edwards, Aklavik Indian Band 

chiefedwards@aklavikindianband.ca 

 

Robert Charlie, Inuvik Native Band 

Chief@inbnt.ca 
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Charlen Blake, Gwichya Gwich’in Band Council 

chief@tsiigehtchic.ca 

 

 

Gwich’in Renewable Resource Council (GRRC) Coordinators 

 

Crystal Koe, Coordinator, (ERRC) 

errccoordinator@northwestel.net 

 

Roxanne Blake-McLeod, Coordinator, (GRRC) 

gwichyarrcb@hotmail.com 

 

Stephanie Clark, Coordinator, (GRRC) 

rrc@nihtatgwichin.ca 

 

Denise Robert, (TRRC) 

rrccoordinator@tgc.ca 

 

Mahsi cho. 

 

 

 

 

Frederick Blake Jr, 

Grand Chief 

 

 

 

cc  Terri Sudnik, Executive Assistant to Grand Chief, GTC 

 Paul Donald, Interim CEO, GTC 

 David MacMartin, Special Advisor to Grand Chief, GTC 

Kanda Gnama, Director, Lands and Resources, GTC 

 Whitney Alexis, Senior Strategist, Government and Treaty Operations, GTC 
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